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PREFACE 


On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed 
into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established, under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected in California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histories 
undertaken for inclusion in the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
development m California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates, members of the 
media, and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
m oral history available thorugh California's several 
institutionally based programs 
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The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history 
It supplements the often fragmentary historical written 
record by adding an organized primary source, enriching the 
historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such 
the program, through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
critizens, and leaders 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Jean Macpherson Moorhead Duffy was born in Oakland, 
California in 1938 There she attended Glenview Elementary 
School, McChesney Junior High School, and Oakland High 
School In 1956 she enrolled at the University of 
California, Berkeley as a pre-nursing major, transferring to 
Stanford University, from which she received her nursing 
degree m 1961 In 1960, while still m school, she married 
Ernest L McElderry Upon graduation she worked for the 
Santa Clara County Health Department until 1965 when her 
first child, Stuart John McElderry, was born Continuing to 
work part-time as a public health nurse at a clinic for 
migrant workers m southern Santa Clara County and then for 
the Santa Cruz County Health Department, Jean rapidly had 
three more children, twins Janet Lynn and Robert Alan 
McElderry m 1967 and Glenn Alexander McElderry m 1968 
During this busy period of her life she also pursued 
graduate work, receiving her M S from San Jose State 
University m 1971 

After moving to Colfax m 1970, Duffy worked briefly 
for the Placer County Health Department before obtaining a 
teaching position in the School of Nursing at California 
State University, Sacramento m 1971 During this period 
she divorced Ernest McElderry and married George V 
Moorhead a Health Educator In 1975 her fifth child, Lorna 
Jean Moorhead was born Duffy took a leave from the 
university in order to become a lobbyist for the California 
Nurses Association m 1976 While working as a lobbyist, 
she decided to run for the Fifth Assembly District m 
Sacramento when that legislative seat became available in 
1978 Running as a nurse, she was able to raise funds 
throughout the state because of her work for the California 
Nurses Association She also walked precincts with her 
attractive children, winning with 62 percent of the vote, 
even though she was a Republican in a heavily Democratic 
district 

Duffy entered the legislature as one of the Republican 
"Prop 13 Babies" in 1979 She quickly learned the ropes, 
overcoming sensitivity to abrupt behavior and establishing 
herself as an independent legislator Although she 


in 



introduced legislation on crime and law enforcement, as well 
as health issues, her moderate Republicanism differed from 
that of her more partisan colleagues in the Assembly 
Republican Caucus, and she found herself m opposition to 
Minority Leader Carol Hallett When Duffy supported the 
Democratic Chair of the Rules Committee, Lou Papan, and 
became embroiled m the Speaker War m 1980, the gulf 
between her and Hallett widened In 1980, Duffy was 
overwhelmingly re-elected in her Democratic district 

In February 1981 Duffy surprised Sacramento by 
announcing that she was switching to the Democratic party 
She also achieved considerable visibility when she 
introduced drunk driving legislation supported by Candy 
Lightner, founder of Mothers Against Drunk Driving, who 
lived m her district Through this experience Duffy 
learned to mobilize a constituency and appeal to the press, 
skills she used with other causes and organizations, such as 
"Adult Time for Adult Crime," and CRASH, a group that sought 
to improve a dangerous highway intersection After 
reapportionment in 1982, Duffy found herself a Democrat m 
an increasingly Republican district Nevertheless, she was 
soundly re-elected in 1982 In 1983 she was appointed Chair 
of the Assembly Committee on Aging and Long-term Care and 
introduced legislation for the aged 

After winning a difficult re-election in 1984, Duffy, 
who had been divorced from George Moorhead, married Gordon 
Duffy, her former mentor, colleague in the legislature, and 
member of Governor George Deukmejlan 1 s cabinet, in 1985 In 
1986 she decided to leave the assembly and focus on a 
lobbying and speaking career Since 1988 Jean and Gordon 
Duffy have lived full-time on the northern California coast 
at Sea Ranch where Gordon continues to lobby and Jean 
engages m physical training and volunteer activities 


IV 



[Session 1, April 16, 1994] 

[Begin Tape 1, Side A] 

REINIER Jean, let's begin with your childhood You were 
born in Oakland, California in 1939 9 
DUFFY It was 1938 I went to elementary school, junior 

high and high school there I always wanted to be 
a nurse, and my mother [Bella Alexander Guild 
Macpherson], particularly, thought that that was 
not an appropriate profession for a woman, that I 
should be a teacher I insisted that I wanted to 
be a nurse, and my parents said, "Well, you get 
the grades, and we'll send you wherever you want 
to go " I said that I wanted to go to Stanford 
[University], and my father [John Herbert 
Macpherson] still said—he was an optometrist— 
"You get the grades and I'll send you there " 

Well, I didn't get accepted at Stanford on my 
first try, but I was then accepted to UC 
[University of California] Berkeley So at the 
age of seventeen and a half, I went off to UC 
Berkeley as a pre-nursing major 
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REINIER 

DUFFY 


I was at Berkeley from 1956 through 1958, and 
after the pre-nursing—actually I got an A A 
degree in physiology—I was accepted to both Cal 
[University of California, Berkeley] nursing 
school and Stanford nursing school I had my 
option to switch then [Laughter] I switched 
loyalties from Cal to Stanford, and went to 
Stanford nursing school from 1958 to 1961 The 
nursing school was m San Francisco during the 
first two years and then they built the large 
medical center in Palo Alto I was m the first 
class to move down to Palo Alto and graduated m 
1961 

Did you have an R N [Registered Nurse degree] 7 
You graduated with your Bachelor of Science degree 
and then you sat for the R N , which was a 
state licensing exam So I had to sit for that 
the summer after I graduated By then I was 
married to Ernest [L ] McElderry my first 
husband I got married while m school which was 
considered something you weren't supposed to do 
I jeopardized my chances for a scholarship 
because the dean of nursing told me I got 

married in March 1960, with a year and a quarter 
left of nursing school 
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REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


And how old were you then 7 

I was twenty-one when I got married, and my 
husband was thirty I went to the dean and 
applied for a scholarship, and she told me that I 
would be denied because, obviously, I was just 
going to get pregnant and never use my education 
I had occasion years later to sort of ram that 
down her throat But I'll never forget it because 
I was very hurt that I was discriminated against 
because I was married and the dean assumed that I 
was never going to use my degree I graduated m 
*61, sat for the R N state licensing exam the 
next month, and started in, actually, July of 1961 
as a public health nurse with Santa Clara County 
Health Department 

Was that when you worked with the migrant workers 7 
That followed I worked in the Santa Clara County 
Health Department from *61 until 1965 when my 
first child [Stuart John McElderry] was born And 
because I'd had a rural district as a public 
health nurse I thought I was retiring 

forever, I was having this child and my career was 
finished About three months later, I was bored 
and I learned that the Medical Society was running 
a migrant clinic in a town called San Martin, 
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REINIER 


DUFFY 


which is at the southern end of Santa Clara 
County They asked if I would come at night and 
work with the migrants as the public health nurse 
for this clinic So, I went back part-time, and 
that's when I started the migrant work that I did 
Tell me a little more about that I think that's 
very interesting 

Well, at that time southern Santa Clara County was 
mostly prune orchards Particularly in the 
summer, into the fall, all these orchards had to 
be picked, and so the owners would bring in 
Mexican illegal immigrants Cesar Chavez was 
quite active m the San Joaquin Valley and farther 
south, and a lot of these people were brought in 
by Cesar Chavez They were part of the whole farm 
worker movement The Santa Clara County Health 
Department and Medical Society saw a need to 
immunize the kids and get the pregnant women taken 
care of, so they put together this clinic It 
operated two to three nights per week It started 
at seven o'clock at night, and we went many nights 
until twelve or one The idea was that a farm 
worker was to come m with the family right out of 
the fields And yet they wouldn't come right out 
of the fields They would go home and get 
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DUFFY 


showered and cleaned up because they had such a 
respect for the health profession They wouldn’t 
come to us dirty, and yet we were trying to get 
them to "come as you are " But we also didn’t 
want them to feel this stumbling block And, of 
course, we had Spanish-speaking interpreters 

So, my joh as a public health nurse was to 
coordinate the care I saw the person at 
the very end of their visit to make sure that 
they understood what medication they were taking, 
where they were to go to coordinate, say food 
stamps or child care, or what not I was the link 
between that night clinic and the Health 
Department I was the person to pull it all 
together And it was quite fascinating 

I always loved community health because you 
were really with the people Before that when I 
was working for the Health Department and had had 
a farm working district, I went into the farm 
labor camps, I went into the people’s homes We 
were told never to take anything from them, but 
you’d go into these shacks, and they would always 
dust off a chair—"the nurse is here"—and sit me 
down And then I’d do whatever, baby exam or 
immunization I had to do, and they’d want to give 
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REINIER 

DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 


me green beans or apricots or prunes And I 
always took them because I felt they would be very 
insulted, and I was going to come across as a real 
snob if I acted as though I was too good to take 
whatever they were offering So I always took it 
So, that's why I was selected for that clinic, 
because of the work I had done between 1961 and 
1965 

And you continued to have children, is that right 7 
My own children 7 

Your own children* Because Stuart was born m 

*65 

*65 

And then the twins were born not long after that 
Right 

Janet [Lynn McElderry] and Bob [Robert Alan 
McElderry] 

And that's sort of another story I had a 
horrendous infertility problem 

You mentioned that in some of the literature that 
I read 

Right, which gave me another perspective of seeing 
both sides of things because, obviously, m 
nursing school the big emphasis was to help women 
who were having babies too fast to learn about 
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DUFFY 


birth control Of course, that was a big push in 
these migrant clinics and all, to teach people 
about birth control, how to take the pill, and the 
IUDs, [intrauterine devices] and this and that 
And all my friends got out of nursing school, got 
married, and—boom—had kids They'd say, "Jean, 
what do you know that we don't know^" Well, what 
I didn't know, until I went through lots of tests, 
was that I had an infertility problem When they 
finally checked it out, they realized that my 
hypothalamus did not trigger right every month 
There was a brand new drug that was coming out 
that was experimental, and I could take this 
experimental drug I could only take it for four 
or five months because the side effects were 
horrendous I had to sign a waiver that I would 
not sue or go after the medical profession The 
side effects were loss of hair and blindness, the 
two big ones I think there was also something 
like liver damage I wanted a child so badly that 
I signed, and I went on it It is now a well- 
known drug—clomid—it's marketed and given out 
very freely because this is almost thirty years 
later I took it and the second month I was 


pregnant with Stuart 
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REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


Oh, my 

Had a wonderful pregnancy and delivery, wonderful, 
beautiful baby boy, and then said to the doctor, 
"All right now, a couple of years from now I’d 
like a girl " And he said, "Don't be ridiculous 
Your ovaries have been at rest during the whole 
pregnancy, you've got to trigger them again 
immediately, or the drug may not work " So, I 
went right back on clomid, got pregnant 
immediately and miscarried what I thought were 
twins, went right back on it again and then got 
pregnant with Bob and Janet 
Ah ha 

So, Bob and Janet I said, "OK, great " 

I'm skipping ahead now In *67 I had my twins, 

6 2 and 6 4 [pounds], so they were full blown 
babies, they were not preemies [premature babies] 

I said, "Great, thank you very much " And the 
doctor said, "You don't ever have to worry about 
birth control because now your hypothalamus will 
just shut down again " And, of course, about 
fourteen months later, I had my son, Glenn 
[Alexander McElderry] Then a few years later and 
another marriage, I had my daughter, Lorna [Jean 
Moorhead] When I was pregnant, however, with 
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DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 


Glenn, I was walking out of a library m San Jose, 
and here I had one little toddler on one hand, 
twins on my other arm, and I'm pregnant I was 
walking out of the library, and a woman held the 
door open for me and turned around and said, 
"Haven't you ever heard of birth control'*" 

Oh, dear 1 [Laughter] 

So, I said, "Lady, you don't know how hard I've 
tried to get to this point " [Laughter] 

Ohh But you really had your hands full with all 
those little children 

I did But my husband was wonderful in that he 
was as crazy about the kids as I was He was a 
school teacher/principal working m a one-room 
school out of San Jose 
And what was his name 9 

Ernest McElderry, and he would come home 
He drove the school bus because it was this one 
room school at the top of a mountain above 
Cupertino So he picked up children on the way up 
the mountain in the day, and dropped them off 
coming home He was home by, maybe, 4 30 [PM ], 
which allowed me then to go to work at the migrant 
clinic 
I see 
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REINIER 


DUFFY 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


And then later on, to start back for my master's 
degree because he was able to take over m the 
evening He was very competent, capable, and the 
kids loved it The good parent was there to be 
fun 

Well, you must have had your hands full with so 
many children and working at the same time 
I didn't work full-time When I had all four of 
them, that's when I worked at the migrant clinic 
in the evenings, and then decided to go back and 
pursue my master's degree And that was part-time 
in the evenings 

At San Jose State [University] Why did you feel 
that you needed a master's degree 7 
I really wanted a master's in public health I 
never saw myself as not working, I guess, or not 
pursuing my career Of course, I was very 
interested and dedicated to public health nursing 
My goal was to get a master's m public health 
from UC, but that was going to be impossible I 
looked into it, and saw that I couldn't do it I 
wanted it because I wanted to be, I guess my goal 
at that time was to be a director of a county 
health department, and I would need a master's for 


that 
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DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


Um-hm And you were living in San Jose”? 

I was living m San Jose I then heard that San 
Jose State was starting something very 
innovative That was, they were going to have a 
nursing program leading to a master's that would 
be an M S [master of science] degree, not an 
M P H , but it was part-time 
What is an M P H 9 
Master's in public health 
I see 

That was what I really wanted In the health 
field an M P H was more prestigious than an M S , 
but an M S is certainly a more generally known 
degree And so I pursued it at San Jose State, on 
a part-time basis, meaning I just started a course 
at a time I thought it would take me forever to 
get my master's, but that was the only way that I 
could do it Again, with my husband as the baby¬ 
sitter 
Um-hm 

I would say to myself as I had my head in this 
diaper pail—you know, three out of four in 
diapers—"Well, at three o'clock, I get to go to 
school " That was very important And then when 
I'd be frustrated at school, I'd think to myself, 
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DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


REINIER 


"Well, I get to go home to my family I'm not one 
of these that have nothing else but my career " 

So, you found that going to school and having 
little children balanced out 7 

Oh, yes Oh, yes But I was so fortunate, as I 
say, because I did not have to have day-time 
babysitting at that point Not that I didn't use 
it for other things, but it was very hard When I 
would try to call a babysitter, and say, "I have a 
four-year-old, I have two-year-old twins, and I 
have a one-year-old," people would just say, 
"Forget it " So, I was very fortunate that the 
time worked for me, and then I'd have to work my 
studying m when they were napping 
Uh huh 

I think the worst offender was anyone ringing the 
door bell When the kids were down for a nap, and 
I was studying, don't anyone dare ring that door 
bell, I'd want to kill 'em [Laughter] I needed 
that time 

I'm sure that that's true How long did it take 
you then to complete the degree 7 
I got my master's in 1971, and I believe that I 
started in 1969 on a part-time basis 
That's fast 
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REINIER 

DUFFY 


It wasn't too bad when I look back on it now 
That's the normal time that most people take 
I went through the summer I took class in the 
summer, and I took classes each semester 
Actually, it looked as though I wasn't going to 
make it My husband, who had been real helpful 
and supportive, I think got a twinge of jealousy 
as it looked like I was getting close So we left 
San Jose, and moved to Placer County where he 
became the superintendent/principal for the Colfax 
Elementary School District That was m 1970 I 
still had one course I had to take, and I had to 
write my thesis, and his attitude was, "Well, 
that's kind of too bad " Obviously, his career 
came first So, we moved to Colfax, and I wanted 
to work part-time So I went to work for the 
Placer County Health Department and I checked with 
Sacramento State [California State University, 
Sacramento] They, at that point, did not have a 
master's program m nursing, but luckily they did 
in social work The course I needed to take, I 
could get m social work So I was able to take 
the course, commute from Colfax to Sacramento one 
night a week to take that class Then I made 
arrangements with my advisor at San Jose State to 
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REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


start sending my thesis in chapter by chapter I 
would travel to San Jose to have it checked and I 
went to San Jose for the oral exam, had the thesis 
typed m Sacramento, and made it And that was 
it 

What was your thesis? 

I was afraid you were going to ask me that I 
honestly don't remember the topic My son’s 
fiance is at San Jose State now, and she pulled it 
once not too long ago, and read me the title It's 
an incredibly long title It's something dealing 
with community health and the migrant population 
Urn hm 

I don't even remember I told her I wanted to 
check it out, and bring it to me or mail it to me 
I'll just have to get it sometime and read it 
But then you begin teaching at Sac State 
[California State University, Sacramento]? 

Yes So I finally in '71 I got this degree I'd 
done everything There were two tracks, you 

could either go towards administration or 
teaching, and I went towards administration That 
was my goal, to be a nursing administrator I got 
the degree in June of 1971 I was working part- 
time at Placer County—small health department— 
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DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


they had no opening, the director wasn't leaving 
And I looked around, there were no openings 
Well, the man who had been the professor of the 
social work class that I had taken called me one 
day—we'd become good friends—he called and he 
said that there was a new dean of nursing at Sac 
State that fall, and there were about three 
openings 

Who was the new dean 9 

Molly Goldberg And so he told me to call I 
called, and this was getting towards the end of 
the summer and school was ready to start I went 
m for an interview with her, and she was a little 
desperate because school was going to start, and 
she did not have a professor for pediatrics I 
said, "My degree is in Public Health Nursing 
Administration " And she looked at me and she 
said, "How many kids do you have 9 " I said, 

"Four," and she said, "Sounds good to me, you have 
just become a pediatric professor " 

You knew something about that 1 

I was thrilled One, it was a job, and two, it 
was—you know—I wanted to do something with my 
degree, and now I was going to be able to use it 
But the first few weeks that I taught, I broke out 
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with a rash on both forearms, and a colleague 
said, "Here's the name of my dermatologist " I 
went to the dermatologist, and he asked me what I 
was doing, what soaps do you use, all of those 
questions At the very end of it, he said, 

"That's called stress, you are just panicked 
about your new job " He said, "It's very 
interesting that you show it by having this rash 
on your forearms which you can effectively cover " 
It wasn't on my face, it wasn't where it would 
show But he said, "Relax and enjoy teaching " 

So, eventually, I did 

But still that was a big job Stuart was in 
school 7 

Stuart was in first grade because I know I had to 
arrange for Stuart's day care with a woman who 
lived where he could walk from the elementary 
school The other kids, I had the three of them 
in a pre-school where they gave me a rate because 
I had so many children [Laughter] When you had 
two or more, you got a rate 
Uh-huh 

And I remember thinking that my salary, basically, 
paid for the day care, that I was really working 
for my mind, I was not working because it really 
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put more food on the table 
Did you enjoy teaching 7 

Yes I love teaching, and my mother, you know, 
had the last laugh 

You’ve told me that story before I'd like to 
hear it again 

Well, she had just said, "You ought to be a 
teacher, not a nurse " So, at this point m time, 
when I became the professor of nursing, started as 
an assistant, then an associate, and then became a 
tenured professor at Cal State University, she 
said, "You see, you were cut out to be a teacher " 
I said, "Yes, but I'm a teacher of nursing " So, 
we both got what we thought I should be doing 
Did you continue to teach pediatrics or did you 
get to teach public health 7 

As fast as I could I moved into community health 
And there, again, there were two professors, both 
full professors, both tenured full professors 
ahead of me Neither one of them looked like 
they were going to go anywhere for a long time 
And then, as luck would have it, one of them 
did have to retire, and I moved into the sort of 
secondary position And then I was the young, 
ambitious one, and I was able to push the other 
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one, and she kind of moved over into another field 
of nursing I started teaching pediatrics, 
obviously, with a community health bent, I didn't 
like hospital nursing If you're going to teach 
pediatrics, you have to have a hospital component 
so I had to bring m another instructor to help me 
with that But Molly Goldberg, the dean, was very 
fond of me She gave me every opportunity to move 
ahead, and she was the one who was instrumental in 
moving me from teaching into politics really 
because of the avenues that she gave me to follow 
So, she was the one who helped me get into 
community health nursing and once I was teaching 
community health, then no more rashes, then I 
really knew my stuff, and I loved it 
Now, at some point here, you married George [V ] 
Moorhead What happened to the first marriage 7 
I outgrew my first husband He was eight years 
older than I, and as I said, he was a wonderful 
father, and a wonderful companion to the kids, 
partly because he's a child As I became more 
sophisticated—we lived in Sacramento, but he was 
still working in Colfax—I just got very wound up 
and involved in all the politics at the 
university, and very involved m the Northern 
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California Public Health Association, and then in 
the American Public Health Association, and we 
just didn't have things in common His world was 
a small-town school m Colfax, and I was now 
presenting papers at national conferences It was 
at such a national conference on public health 
that I met George Moorhead, who does have an 
M P H from [University of California] Berkeley 
He was a health educator, and he was winning what 
was called the Sippy award which was given to the 
outstanding public health worker in the western 
United States He won that award in 1973, and 
that's when I met him He lived m Hawaii where 
he was working for an agency there, and a friend 
introduced us His marriage had fallen apart, and 
mine was rapidly falling apart, and so we had this 
romance by mail He mailed all letters to the 
university post office, and so I made a lot of 
stops at the university post office Then we 
married in August of 1974 He then came to 
California, and went to work for the Department of 
Health and set up their emergency services 
division 

REINIER That's the Sierra-Sacramento Valley [Emergency 
Medical Service System] 
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The state hired him on a short project, and then 
he was hired away by Sierra-Sacramento, and put 
that together which was a ]Oint powers agreement 
between seven or eight counties 

We need to go back, though, to something that you 
mentioned and that’s the influence that Molly 
Goldberg had on you 

As I say, I think that because we arrived at the 
university at the same time, and she hired me—I 
was not a carryover from a previous 
administration—we }ust really hit it off For 
example, I with the other professor from social 
work said "Why don’t we have multi-disciplinary 
approaches to nursing* 7 Why do social work 
students learn from social work professors, and 
nursing students from nursing professors' 7 
Especially in community health, you're out there, 
meeting the people in their own homes, their 
problems are not in those narrow little slots of a 
university discipline " And so, I asked Molly for 
the go-ahead to do that 

I came on like this great innovative nurse 
when all I was doing was basically talking to my 
old friend m social work So he and I set up a 
course Human sexuality was the big word m those 
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days There was a woman who was teaching human 
sexuality in the social work department and we 
brought her over into nursing So because of some 
of my contacts, Molly was made to look better 
She'd go to the administration and then if they'd 
want her to bring someone along, she took me along 
to meetings So, we really helped one another 

It was right around '72 or '73 that we were 
in this faculty meeting sitting around the table, 
and she brought to our attention that a 
Baccalaureate and Higher Degree Administrators' 
meeting—this was all of those nursing 
administrators from the various state universities 
had been together—and they were talking about a 
bill that was before the legislature that was 
going to allow add-on courses so somebody could 
start as a nurse's aide and ostensibly work their 
way up and become a baccalaureate nurse These 
nursing administrators thought that was horrible 
I mean, that wasn't the way you did it You got a 
four-year, or like I had, a five-year degree You 
didn't start by emptying bed pans as an aide, and 
then intertwine your education Unheard of Who 
was the author of this bill'? Well, it was 
Assemblyman Gordon [W ] Duffy, and, oh, we hated 
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him right then, you know, terrible person 

Well, I'm listening to all this, and I don't 
really care I'm in this faculty meeting, and I'm 
all involved with these things at the campus 
level, I'm involved at the public health level, 
and I'm very busy with my kids, so I got up and 
left the room to go to the bathroom When I came 
back, they said, "And you, Jean, have been 
selected to go to the legislature and talk some 
sense into this man " I said, "Oh, no " They 
said, "Let it be a lesson to you, don't ever leave 
the room, you get appointed to things " So, that 
was when I then had to do something about this 
So, I looked at this bill, and I saw the co-author 
was Assemblyman John Vasconcellos Now, because 
of my years m San Jose, I knew the name John 
Vasconcellos I knew that he was known as a 
touchy-feely, kind legislator, and I had heard 
nothing good about this Gordon Duffy So I 
decided I would go to see John Vasconcellos Now, 
it showed how naive I was in terms of the 
legislative process because a co-author has 
nothing to do with changing a bill I didn't want 
to do this I didn't even know exactly where the 
Capitol was I hadn't been to the Capitol since I 
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had been on a grade school tour, but I went to the 
Capitol I made an appointment with John 
Vasconcellos, and I went to see him He was very 
kind He said, "Well, just a minute " He got on 
the telephone, and I was struck with how similar 
the Capitol system was to the health care system 
He picked up the phone and called Gordon Duffy f s 
office and said, "I have a bright, intelligent 
woman here, but she shouldn't be talking to me, 
she should be talking to your office " And so, of 
course, they couldn't see me then because, as you 
know, legislators are very busy So I had to come 
back another day 

[End Tape 1, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1, Side B] 

REINIER So, you had to come back another day 9 

DUFFY I had to come back another day, and that 

particular day, when I was able to get an 
appointment for two o'clock, my youngest son, 
Glenn, was then about five, and he had a dental 
appointment I knew my priorities My priority 
was to get my young son to the dentist, and the 
hell with the politics I went to the Capitol, 
and I got there early because I wanted to be out 
of there, I imagine his dental appointment was 



24 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


probably three [o'clock] I was told that Mr 
Duffy was not back from lunch, and I thought, "Oh, 
this is typical, it is probably one of those three 
martini lunches " I was annoyed with the bill, I 
was annoyed that he was late, I was annoyed that I 
was inconvenienced, and I was annoyed that I had 
this five-year-old that I was dragging around 
through the halls of the legislature I told him 
that he had to be very good, that this was a very 
important appointment, he, even today, remembers a 
little bit of this 

And finally, this Gordon Duffy comes in and 
ushers me into his office, and, as I say, my 
attitude was one of irritation He brought us 
into the office, shut the door, asked me my little 
boy's name, seated me across the room, and then 
said, "Glenn, come here " Glenn walked around and 
Gordon opened his desk, and he took out crayons 
and paper, and said, "Here, maybe you'd like to 
draw " And my mouth, just visibly, my jaw just 
dropped He looked at me, and said, "Well, I have 
four kids, you know " 

How nice 1 

Somehow, my whole attitude changed I thought, 
he's a father, he's not an arrogant legislator, I 
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mean, there's hope for this man He's a father 
And I sort of dropped my speech that I was going 
to deliver, and just told him exactly what for I 
still told him, but with a totally different 
attitude 
Urn, hm 

So, we left We delivered our little speel, and 
Glenn drew on his papers, and we left Well, 
maybe ten days to two weeks later, Molly Goldberg 
was taking me with her to a meeting in Los 
Angeles It was going to be nursing leaders and 
educators, and X think I was supposed to report on 
this visit So, we were m the Sacramento 
airport, and I saw Gordon Duffy walk in, and Molly 
said, "Oh, there's Assemblyman Duffy You know, 
he doesn't like, etc , etc " I said, "Calm down, 
he's not even going to remember who I was, he sees 
hundreds of people a day and I'm just another 
face " And a minute later, he came right across 
the airport, stopped m front of me, and said, 

"Did you get to the dentist on time?" 

Oh, terrific 

That was sort of the beginning He then switched 
seats to sit next to us on the plane, and we 
talked nursing all the way down When we did get 
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to our meeting, he actually had a sergeant at arms 
who was taking him to a meeting drop us off at our 
meeting So the dean was totally impressed I 
mean, you know, there's probably my promotion 
right there She thinks I can pull miracles 
But, now, you went to Gordon because, was his 
specialty medical bills 9 

It was health Gordon was an optometrist and he 
had chaired the Health Committee Anyone who was 
not m the hip pocket of medicine was 
automatically a friend of what we called allied 
health, all of us who were not M D s [medical 
doctors] and under the thumb of medicine, who 
always had a lot of control and lot of clout 
because they give away a lot of dollars and what 
not Gordon, because of his knowledge of 
optometry, then became the friend of nursing And 
the California Nurses Association loved him 
That's whose bill it was 

Legislators, I learned later, don't make up 
these crazy ideas on their own, someone had come 
to him Little did I know, that in this meeting 
that Molly and I were going to the nurse who was 
really responsible for a lot of this legislation 


was there She was a woman named Allison Leake 
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She and I later worked together on projects, but 
at that point m time, she was a three-year nurse, 
and those three-year schools of nursing were 
phasing out, the idea of the two-year R N coming 
up through the community colleges was m place, or 
just coming in place The idea was a career 
ladder Now, to a legislator like Gordon, and 
like I would later become, that was very 
appealing, that was a good public policy for the 
state of California But, from where I was as a 
baccalaureate nurse, at that point m time, that 
was a threat We didn't want any of these people 
coming up the career ladder Why couldn't an aide 
stay an aide, an L V N [licensed vocational 
nurse] be an L V N until the end 7 Have two-year 
nurses staff the hospital, and those of us who 
had college degrees, we would take care of the 
administration and the teaching, and what not 
So, your point of view really had to change if you 
were going to represent the California Nurses 
Association 

Oh, yes, oh, yes, and did in some respects, and 
didn't m others It became sort of my 
disagreement with them at the end of my 
legislative career But, oh, yes, the California 
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Nurses Association is definitely a labor union, 
and I was a professional nurse, and those two were 
never going to go together That was my point of 
view at that time 

Yes, yes But now, you were at the meeting and 
Gordon was there 

No, Gordon was not there He just dropped us off, 
and we went in sort of, you know, the dean 
bragging, "Wow, guess who brought us to this 
meeting Guess what we've got in our hip pocket " 
Little did we know—snicker, snicker—that the 
nurses that were there from the Nurses Association 
were thinking, "Good, Gordon, you're working the 
bill for us," because we had to come together 
The nurses had to come together for nursing, and 
Gordon was just the author of the bill, he was not 
putting down baccalaureate nursing 
Uh-huh 

So, we had a lot to learn 

So, what happened to the bill'* Were you able to 
change it 7 

No, and that's where he laughs to this day We 
testified against it, but it came across as 
snobbery I didn't know that at the time, but 
certainly, I would have voted against it if I had 
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been in the legislature Because it sounds very 
arrogant, who was I to say that because I had a 
five-year degree, somebody that started as a 
nurse*s aide could not get to where I was through 
a lot of education and hard work’ 

Um-hm 

So, then he laughed because I never, ever changed 
it As a legislator, I never went back and 
changed that 
That bill’ 

That bill, that law Never 
Yes [Laughter] 

So, he said, "Well, if you were so sure you were 
right, as you thought you were, why didn't you 
change it’" I never did 

Did that lead to your becoming a lobbyist 
for the California Nurses Association’ 

Well, what happened was I saw Gordon as someone I 
could talk to He wasn't this arrogant person 
that I thought he was—he was, but he didn't come 
across that way at the time—and the dean, of 
course thought I could just call him like that 
"Call Assemblyman Duffy," she'd say, "Oh, Jean 
McElderry,"—I was Jean McElderry then—"Jean 
McElderry can do anything " 


You know, just call 
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Gordon Duffy I was put m a position by her of 
kind of having to do this 

Then I started appearing at the Capitol I 
opposed the bill, and I had to get up and testify, 
and you had to have a certain amount of presence 
to do that Well, I didn't realize it at the 
time, but watching me was [William] Bill 
Cleveland, who was the head of government 
relations for the California Nurses Association 
He saw me there Then, as it turned out, I was on 
other committees where Sac State would interface 
with the Department of Health Services Bill 
Cleveland would be at meetings and I'd be at 
meetings, and so you know, we began a sort of a 
collegial relationship, and we'd see each other 
around Well, then when he'd see me at the 
Capitol, he thought, "There's somebody that sort 
of knows her way around " Then there was an 
opening and so, he approached me because the 
Nurses Association had always had non-nurse 
lobbyists because it was considered a little 
sleazy You know, lobbying, oh, the liquor 
industry had lobbyists and the cigarette industry 
had lobbyists You didn't have a doctor lobbying 
for medicine, you had a lobbyist Nurses had 
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previously had Ancil Hoffman, and you know, he was 
real good at playing golf 

Who was Ancil Hoffman' 7 I just know the park [m 
Sacramento] 

Well, that's part of the family, and he was the 
son who really was sort of a nice guy who never 
amounted to a lot, but he was a lobbyist and he 
was a really good golfer, a golf pro His way of 
lobbying for the Nurses Association was to take 
legislators out on the golf course That was, m 
the good old days, how you did it You took them 
out to dinners and cruises and trips, this was way 
before we had any Fair Political Practices 
Commission 
Um-hm 

And so, that was the way nursing lobbied Ancil 
was becoming less and less effective, and his time 
got cut back So the nurses had made the 
decision to try to get a nurse to lobby 
Um-hm 

So, Bill Cleveland offered to have me come in and 
interview for the job I went in, and I was very 
fascinated by the legislature because what I saw 
was that, again, it was teaching I said, "You 
know, this is like teaching families in community 
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health nursing ” 

I've heard other women lobbyists say that 
It's like teaching students m the classroom, 
except your students, the legislators, don't ever 
graduate—some of them never get out of first 
grade—but the same principles apply And I said, 
"I'd like to do it " I went to Molly and she 
wanted me to do it, and she didn't want to lose 
me So we decided that I would ask for a leave 
I took a leave from Sac State, and I started 
lobbying in 1976, by then I had my daughter, 

Lorna, too 

When was Lorna born 9 

Lorna was born November 5, 1975 During that 
time, that was when I was in and out of the 
Capitol a lot 

Did you take a leave when Lorna was born 9 
No I guess I arranged my schedule and someone 
took my classes for maybe a couple of weeks or so 
I was teaching Community Health Nursing, and it 
worked I just kept on and then I went right back 
to work In fact, I remember walking in to 
testify right after I'd had Lorna, and Gordon was 
chairing a committee—it was a subcommittee on 
Health Manpower—and I walked forward, and he 
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said, "I want to introduce to you, this is Jean 
Moorhead"—you know, committee chairmen didn't do 
that—"and to say congratulations on having your 
baby " I was kind of embarrassed to have the 
chairman of the committee give me this nice 
welcome back I remember I delivered what I had 
to do and then I had to get home to nurse this 
baby You know, real fast, and so that sticks out 
in my mind 

And you were still a teacher, not yet a lobbyist 7 
I still had not gone to lobbying yet So when I 
started with the Nurses Association, it was on a 
one-year leave from Sac State 
Um-hm 

At the end of the first year, I loved lobbying, 
but I finally had tenure and I wasn't about to 
throw that all away So I said, "I'd like a 
second year," and Sac State said, "All right, 
we'll give you a second year, but that's it And 
then, you come back here or you resign, but you 
can't have it both ways " And I was half way 
through that second year when the Fifth Assembly 
District opened By then I had been lobbying for 
a while, so I knew my way around the Capitol, and 
I saw that I could do that 30 b I mean, I can 
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figure out if something is good for public policy 
or not, and I think I could take care of the 
district because I took care of my public health 
district, and that was taking care of people You 
have a district office and you take care of your 
constituents, that’s like your public health 
district You have files, those are just like 
keeping charts So this nursing education just is 
completely transferable So, I think I'll run 
Now, it became available because [Assemblyman] 
Eugene [T ] Gualco retired'* 

No, he decided to run for congress 
I see 

And so, when he decided to move up, then he had to 
give up that seat That made the Fifth Assembly 
District an open seat 

And at that point, what territory did it cover 9 
That covered Sacramento, the area around McClellan 
Air Force Base down to the river Of course, it 
was Citrus Heights, Orangevale, and Fair Oaks It 
went out as far as Folsom, brought in parts of 
Carmichael and had the part of Sacramento in which 
I lived, which was out near Mira Loma High School, 
Watt Avenue, encompassed that whole area, but it 
was totally confined to Sacramento County 
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Um-hm 

Now, that changes later 
I know 

But then it was all Sacramento County 
But, the other thing we should pick up right now, 
did George Moorhead encourage you to pursue a 
legislative career 7 

Not really He certainly encouraged me m my 
teaching, he certainly encouraged me in my 
lobbying, he was very enthusiastic When I 
decided to run, I guess when I first talked about 
it out loud, he probably didn't think I would do 
it My boss, Bill Cleveland, when I said to him, 
"What would you think 7 " You see, at the 

time I started thinking about it, it was a heavily 
Democratic district 
Yes 

And, there were, I don't know, twelve candidates 
already lined up to run m the Democratic primary 
Well, I knew I was a Republican, but you don't go 
around with your credentials hanging out, so no 
one knew what I was I went into work one day and 
I said to Bill Cleveland, "There ought to be 
somebody who runs as a Republican, it's got to be 
equal and fair," and he laughed I said, "I think 
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I'll run " He said, "You must be crazy, you're 
going to get beat up " I thought, "Ahhh, he just 
doesn't want me to leave the Nurses Association " 
So I called Gordon's office and pretended I 
wanted to lobby him on a bill, and took him to 
lunch Over lunch, I said to him, "You know, I'm 
thinking of running for the legislature " He 
said, "Great, you'd be really good " I said, "In 
the Fifth Assembly District here in Sacramento," 
and he said, "But, I don't even know what party 
you are " That shows you, lobbyists don't want to 
let that out I said, "I'm a Republican " He 
said, "Oh, well, maybe it's doable, I don't know, 
we better look at the numbers I will have you 
talk to [Ronald] Ron Biron, who was responsible 
for the Assembly Republican Caucus staff He was 
the staff person So, Gordon called him This 
was, I think, it was a Friday afternoon We'd 
been to a very long lunch, we'd had wine, we'd had 
all this other stuff Ron, as he always told the 
story, thought, "Oh, right, here's this woman on 
Friday afternoon, at four o'clock after a couple 
of bottles of wine, she's going to run in this 
tough, tough district " So, he said to me, "You 
go home, talk it over with your husband, you write 
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down the name of every Republican you know in that 
district, you write down where you*re going to get 
the money to run," and he sent me home with these 
questions 

So, I went home and George and I talked it 
over We tried to come up with names, we called 
friends and said, "Jean's thinking of running for 
the assembly " And they said, "Oh, great, great, 
I'll support you in a minute " "Are you a 
Republican 7 No, I'm a Democrat " Went to our 
neighbors, "Great, we'll support you " "Are you a 
Republican 7 " "No, I'm a Democrat " I couldn't 
find any Republicans, which was exactly the point 

So, on that Monday morning I went back to 
Ron Biron, and I said, "Hello, I'm back " He 
always said how surprised he was to see me He 
thought this was, you know, just a lunch And he 
said, "OK " I said, "I can't find any 
Republicans, but I got all these Democrats who 
will support me " He said, "All right, next thing 
I want you to do is I want to come out and talk to 
you and your husband " So, he came out to our 
home, and I remember him sitting there and saying, 
"Now, George, if you two make this decision, this 


will change your life, your marriage This is 
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going to change everything " And George said, 
"Well," and I remember that was my first inkling 
that he wasn't as thrilled about this as I was 
Urn, hm 

But, he was very supportive of what I wanted to 
do So after Ron Biron left, we talked it over, 
and I said, "I really want to do this " And so he 
said, "OK, go for it " So, he was very, very 
helpful throughout my getting elected and 
everything 
In 1978 
In 1978 

I think we should talk about your being a 
Republican because 1978 was a year when the 
Republicans were becoming very partisan Were you 
aware of what was going on in the Republican party 
at that time 9 

No I didn't know anything about politics And 
that 1 s where I was so amazed Gordon was the one 
who started introducing me to people Now, I knew 
[Supervisor] Sandy Smoley a little bit, because 
George Moorhead worked with Sandy Smoley She was 
a supervisor in Sacramento County and he was head 
of that seven or eight county Sierra- Sacramento 
County Emergency Medical Services George was the 
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staff person, and she was the supervisor who 
chaired it at that time, so I knew Sandy I 
called her She had made the decision to run for 
congress that year, and so she was running for 
congress 

Sandy's also a Republican 

Yes Sandy's a nurse and a Republican So, she 
felt like she had a little sister in me She was 
wonderful, she opened the doors of Sacramento 
County Republicans to me I remember the first 
Republican luncheon we went to, and everybody is 
wrapped in red, white and blue, and I'm asked some 
questions I can field questions OK, but they 
said, "How many campaigns have you worked in’" 

Zero "How many envelopes have you stuffed for 
the Republican party 0 " None "Well, what have 
you done 0 " "I voted Republican " 

Was that because of your parents 0 
My parents were Republicans 

What kind of a Republican was your father 0 For 
example, was he a [Governor] Earl Warren 
Republican 0 

He thought Earl Warren was wonderful My father 
didn't talk politics 

Would you call yourself a moderate Republican 0 
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Oh, yes In fact, I was a liberal Republican when 
they finally figured out what I was And today, I 
could be a moderate Republican just as well as I 
can be a conservative Democrat I, you know, don’t 
care about the labels 

But that older California tradition like the Earl 
Warren tradition 

Oh, yes, and you see, Gordon is a moderate 
Republican and my dad was that kind of a 
Republican My father was never active, he just 
voted My mother just voted They talked over 
issues, and they voted on them I bet my father 
never gave a nickel to the Republican party I 
don't have a clue 

So, you just really were a Republican because you 
had grown up as a Republican 

Right, right I remember writing a paper once at 
Berkeley during my first two years there Of 
course, I had to take political science and I 
wrote something about the conference at Yalta I 
wrote something just like my father had told me at 
the dinner table, and the professor gave me an 
"F " And I remember going in and saying, "I don't 
get F's, I'm an A student " And he said, "You’re 
going to have an F if that's the way you think " 
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He said, "There's no thinking m this at all " I 
remember being really set back by the thought that 
I didn't know, I had just parroted something I 
heard at the dinner table, and that wasn't going 
to make it in a political science course at 
Berkeley And so, I walked into the Republican 
Party exactly the same way I didn't have a clue 
as to what they stood for 
Um-hm 

Other than I was a Republican, and I thought that 
somebody ought to run I couldn't believe that 
this Fifth Assembly District, they were just going 
to give it away 

And it was heavily Democratic I have here 75 5 
percent 

62 percent Well, maybe it was, I guess I 

won by 62 percent 
You won by 62 percent 

OK, well, you probably have that right 
The material said 75 5 percent 

They said no Republican should ever run when the 
numbers are like that, that's just insane 
There was somebody else who helped you and that 
was Peggy Grenz 

Peggy Grenz helped me in that first campaign 
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Who is she 7 

Peggy Grenz was a realtor, I guess she still is 
What happened was Gordon then opened the doors of 
a few people that he knew because of being at the 
Capitol He opened the doors, he'd arrange a 
lunch and whatnot Out of that, some of the 
movers and shakers m Sacramento got together, and 
they said, "Well, maybe this woman has some kind 
of a chance " So the first chance was the 
primary, and I began showing up at all these 
different events I did have a contested primary 
There was a young man who ran against 
me He believed m legalizing marijuana and 
paying prisoners to work That's not exactly the 
Republican platform [Laughter] So, I had no 
problem with him Really, no one helped me until 
I got through that primary I won the primary 
And we should say that's an important primary 
because that's when [Proposition] Prop 13 1 also 
passed 

Um-hm, and you see, I was such a nobody, nobody 
ever asked me about Prop 13 I was never asked 

any questions 
Were you for Prop 13 7 


, 1978 
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In retrospect, I would say, "No," but if I had any 
common sense, I would have said, "Of course, I 
support it " I was in the group that when I was 
elected, was called "Prop 13 babies " 

I know you were 

And I was never, never asked 

So Prop 13 had nothing to do with your primary 
Nothing to do with me And so I got out of that 
primary Of course, the person who won the 
Democratic primary was a realtor, Ben Franklin 
Ben W Franklin 

He had run many times before, he was known as a 
perennial candidate People knew he changed his 
name, and he really won that because of the name 
He changed his name 7 

He had changed his name years before But with 
twelve candidates on the Democratic primary, they 
assumed that he won because people looked at all 
these names, got all confused, and said, "Ben 
Franklin, it sounds familiar," and marked the "X" 
for him 

[Laughter] Um-huh 

And so, he emerged as the person who was going to 
be my opponent m the fall That was seen as a 
slightly easier race than what was anticipated I 
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mean, according to Ron Biron and all those people 
crunching numbers and looking at my chances 
Ron Biron What role did he play 7 
He was the Assembly Republican Caucus staff 
person, so he really coordinated campaigns for 
Republicans in the assembly You had to get his 
nod before your race was considered viable They 
look at all the numbers, and they realize that 
this nurse who has never done anything is running 
in this district Forget it, we're not going to 
waste money there, we're going to put our money 
here and here and here You have to prove to them 
that you've got a chance 
So he channeled money, is that right 7 
At the end At this point, where I've just come 
out of this, he is channeling nothing but numbers 
He's saying to me, and he did say to me, "OK, now, 
you have got to establish a base "What is going 
to be your base 7 " And I didn't know what the word 
meant What do you mean that I have to establish 
a base 7 I thought when I won the primary, that 
the Republican party was going to be so grateful 
that they were just going to give me the money to 
run 
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And he said, "Well, where are you going to get 
your money You've got these five kids Are you 
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are well-known in education circles’" I said, 
"No, I just drop my kids off at school and run I 
don't even bake cookies," as my daughter, Lorna, 
would attest to He said, "Well, have you been m 
Sacramento 9 Are you a long [time] Sacramento 
family 9 " I said, "No, I came out of Oakland " 
Great, not exactly a Republican stronghold there 
So, m frustration, he said to me, "What have you 
done with your life 9 " And I said, "I'm a nurse " 
He said, "Well, all right, how many nurses are 
there 9 " I said, "There are 180,000 registered 
nurses in California right now " He said, "Fine, 
you go get a dollar from every nurse and you've 
got yourself a campaign " I thought he was 
serious 

Was he kidding 9 

Well, he was kidding m that, you know, he meant 
it as my base, but throwing that challenge at me 
was kind of in jest I then went back to the 
Nurses Association 
all excited 


[End Tape 1, Side B] 
[Begin Tape 2, Side A] 


Bill Cleveland, my boss, was 
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So, you're now going to the nurses for money to 
run in 1978’ 

Um-hm, and what helped me was because part of my 
30 b, I was a lobbyist, but I was also the 
legislative liaison for the Nurses Association 
The Nurses Association is divided in California 
into regions, so I had the opportunity to travel 
to all regions of California, talk to nurses about 
the CNA [California Nurses Association] business 
When the business would conclude, and it was after 
five o'clock, then always there'd be some nurse 
or nurses who would have a cocktail party They'd 
have a wine and cheese party, and it would be a 
political party for me, and so, I started 
collecting money They would, then, put in money 
Now, what was outstanding about that was, 
most candidates, you have to fund raise m your 
own district Why would a nurse m San Diego care 
if Jean Moorhead was elected from Sacramento’ 

Well, because there'd never been a nurse m the 
legislature What I was explaining to them was 
that if I got elected, not only was I going to 
represent Sacramento County, but I was going to 
represent nurses I couldn't help but represent 


nurses 
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So they gave Now, what began to be noted then by 
Ron Biron and the others who were in charge of 
looking at things like that was, "Hey, the nurse, 
is bringing in more per capita than expected " 
Instead of a dollar per nurse, I was averaging 
about ten dollars a nurse 

Did you have an upward limit on how much you would 
take from each individual nurse’ 

Nope, nobody was talking about upward limits I 
would have taken anything anybody wanted to give 
me And some nurses gave fifty, and once in a 
while, I'd get a hundred dollars The most 
exciting thing was after the party was over— 
George [Moorhead] would usually fly or go with me- 
-we would open all the envelopes, and we'd count 
it out, and there's twenty-five, or fifty, and 
once in a while, a hundred dollars Oh, that was 
magnificent 

That then had to be parlayed into other 
people giving All right, I wasn't going to get 
very far with my friends and neighbors Maybe 
they'd give me five bucks, but that wasn't going 
to get far I was working the nurses, but to be 
really a viable candidate, other political action 
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groups had to get interested m me So, that's 
where this core of Republicans m Sacramento, I 
had to get together a committee and they almost 
did it for me They put a man m charge of my 
committee, and then they tried to get a 
representative from influential area people, 
people from different areas m Sacramento 
involved Peggy Grenz was a realtor and she 
became part of my campaign committee representing 
real estate So then her responsibility became 
one of getting real estate money, getting realtors 
involved, and then selling me to the county PAC 
[political action committee], first of all to get 
me money from Sacramento County Realtors, and then 
to try to parlay that into their statewide PAC 
because they gave big dollars 
Um-hm 

And the feeling was that if I could get one PAC to 
give to me, then money begets money, and sure 
enough, the realtors were the first big group to 
give to me 

So, was Peggy Grenz someone with a long 
relationship with the Republican Party 9 
Well, longer than I had 
She'd been active as a Republican 9 
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Well, not really She was a realtor, she had done 
a little bit, but, no, she was a woman with a 
career and kids What was ironic, the thing that 
drew us together so that we became friends, was 
that Peggy's sister was in my class in nursing 
school Now, we didn't know that until after we 
met, and this sister was killed a couple of years 
out of nursing school So I think there was a 
sort of closeness that I had known her sister, and 
I was out of the same nursing school as her 
sister, and we were pretty close to the same age 
So we became friends although I say that 
hesitantly because what I have since learned is 
that all of those friends were never really 
friends I mean we became friends in the sense 
that political allies become friends But she 
was very active 

But at the time you thought you were friends^ 

Oh, yes And I was friends with others There 
was a banker, and there were all these different 
people, but Peggy was probably one of the most 
professionally involved women that was involved 
I notice that you did get $41,000 from PACs 
according to a record that you had m your 
scrapbook 
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As I say, once the realtors came through with 
money, then the others began to come through 
And you had $30,000 from Assembly Minority Leader 
Paul Pnolo 

That's who Ron Biron worked for Paul Pnolo was 
the minority leader Now, that money was very, 
very late That was after they realized that I 
was getting this money from nursing, that I did 
get the real estate money, that I did get the 
California State Employees Association, which 
usually went to Democrats I won them over, I got 
the California School Employees Association, which 
is known as little CSEA They always went for 
Democrats, they went for me You sort of start 
this momentum, and that is what you have to have, 
and once you get it going, it really goes Poor 
Ben Franklin, he was not inspired, he was a nice 
guy, and later on he helped me when I was a 
Democrat But I was a new face, and I got beyond 
that point of just being a nothing face to being 
the nurse And then at the end of my campaign, 
there were two things One, I liked walking 
precincts No one likes walking precincts, but to 
me it was public health nursing again I knew how 
to knock on doors, I used to knock on doors to go 
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in and get stool specimens out of people 
Um-hm 

So, I'd knock on the door with my little girl 
Lorna and hand them a flyer, that was easy 
People thought, "What kind of a nut is she 7 She 
likes walking precincts " You like to keep your 
candidate busy, while the movers and shakers run 
the campaign They don't like to get the 
candidate too much involved The other thing was, 
I had "Nurses Precinct Walk Day " People could 
never get people to walk precincts, and here I had 
nurses coming from all over the state, walking 
precincts Poor Ben Franklin, who was a realtor, 
but not a real good one, he couldn't get people to 
walk And I was able to start blanketing the 
whole district with nurses Who's going to slam 
the door on a nurse 7 [Laughter] So, when the tide 
turned, it really turned 
Because you won by 62 percent 

That was a big landslide The nurse with no 
political ties wins 

I am curious, you mentioned Lorna walking with 
you, but how did your other kids handle your 
campaign 7 
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They worked real hard In fact, we laugh today, 
if they would walk a precinct with me, I would 
take them to Taco Bell for lunch That was our 
big deal We had more Taco Bell lunches that 
summer 

And Stuart was twelve, right 9 

I guess so He was twelve, I think that's right 
So, did you take the rest of them walking with you 
also 9 

Um-hm The boys weren't very good Janet was 
excellent Janet, probably of all my kids, has 
been through it more with me than the others 
Lorna was just for effect She wasn't good at 
campaigning And the others would do it We'd 
make a deal, you walk this side of the block If 
they want to talk to me, you motion me across It 
was safe enough to walk those neighborhoods at 
that point m time They took one side of the 
block and I'd take the other and we'd drop my 
stuff off So, yeah, we ate at a lot of Taco 
Bells 

And they just entered into it 

They just entered into it And they didn't know, 
Lorna thought I was running for something called 
the salami I think she was three, her birthday 
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was right when I was elected And it was, Mommy 
is running for the Assembly Well, run that 
together real fast, and she thought I was running 
for the salami 

Makes sense to run for that [Laughter] 

Right, well Kind of like that 

So, there you were in November, and speaking of 
Lorna, there's that wonderful picture of you with 
Lorna 

When I'm being sworn in 

When you're being sworn in and Lorna is also 
holding up her hand 

But if you notice the picture, she's left-handed, 
she holds up her left hand in the picture As I'm 
holding up my right hand to be sworn in and she's 
holding up her left hand And then she said 
afterwards, "Mommy, they didn't call on me " She 
was used to pre-school, she was in pre-school So 
she was there, and the other kids were there 
They were in the back, but she was on my lap I'm 
sure someone said to me, take her down on the 
floor with you because it's a great photo 
opportunity And you become very aware of how you 
make the most of photo opportunities 
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You had some photogenic kids Well, here you 
were, thirty-nine years old What was the 
legislature like when you arrived m 1979 9 
The legislature, itself, was a lot more complex 
than I thought 
Um-hm 

I don't know how anyone runs when they live m 
L A [Los Angeles] and someone decides they are 
going to run, and they don't have a clue I was 
seen as a secretary, it was a very male, 
chauvinistic place You had to sign m when you 
were presenting a bill in the senate in those 
days rather than going by the order in the file, 
which they do now So, I went—and only authors 
could sign in, you couldn't send your secretary to 
sign in—and so I went to sign in The sergeant 
stopped me and said, "You can't sign m for your 
boss " I said, "I am the boss " This happened 
over and over and over again Until they got to 
know me I was a young-looking thirty-nine, I did 
look like a secretary My husband and I would go 
to events, and somebody'd stick out their hand to 
George, and say, "Assemblyman, how are you 9 " And 
George would say, "No, my wife is the 
assemblywoman " And so, there were a lot of 
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things like that in the beginning The caucuses 
were run pretty much the same way, and you better 
not be offended by foul words, or dirty innuendos 
or sexual overtones If you're going to be one of 
the guys, you better be one of the guys That was 
the attitude 
Um-hm 

And, I guess, thank goodness, again my nursing 
helped me There were no anatomical parts that I 
hadn't seen and dealt with I really wasn't 
shocked or dismayed I was very sensitive, my 
feelings were easily hurt Gordon was the first 
person to make me cry in the legislature over a 
silly thing that happened Freshmen were always 
made, usually made, vice-chair of a committee, not 
that they ever expected to be the chair because 
you were just a nothing I was made vice-chair of 
Health Committee And then Assemblyman Art Torres 
was the chair And a couple of months into my 
being there, Art Torres became ill, he had 
hepatitis and he was gone for a couple of months 
All of a sudden, I'm chairing this big committee 
Wow 

With the likes of Gordon Duffy and others on it 
Gordon had been there eighteen years Here is the 
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little freshman with the gavel, ruling people out 
of order Well, Gordon was also the chair of this 
Allied Health Committee, which was a subcommittee 
of the full committee, and it had to make a 
report So at the end of this day, when I'm 
chairing this committee, I'm scared to death You 
have a consultant next to you who is helping you 
out, but, nevertheless, you're there Thank God, 
at least I knew Health Committee Because I was 
also put on the Judiciary Committee where I didn't 
even understand the language, let alone the 
procedures 

So, I finished the Health Committee and I 
asked for the subcommittee report, and Gordon gave 
his report Another freshman, [Assemblyman] 

Gerald [N ] Felando, raised his hand and asked a 
question and I said, "You may address Mr Duffy 
directly " Felando is a Republican, Gordon is a 
Republican, and I'm a Republican Felando comes 
on kind of arrogant—he is definitely a Prop 13 
baby—and he came on kind of arrogant Gordon 
answered the question, and I ruled that Gordon do 
something, I don't know, "Please get the answer to 
Mr Felando, Mr Duffy " Boom the gavel, the 


meeting over, we go out Gordon makes some snide 
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crack as he goes by me But I'd seen that once I 
was elected, lobbyists kept going to Gordon and 
saying, "You've got to make her behave " And then 
he'd come to me and say, "You better see so and 
so, the lobbyist," and I said, "I'll do what I 
want " I didn't like the fact that he was kind of 
bossing me around 
Um-hm 

Anyway, the next day in the morning, and my office 
was right next door to Gordon's—I was in a closet 
and he was in a big palatial suite—he calls over 
to my office and demands to see me Well, I went 
over thinking we're going to talk about what a 
great 30 b I did chairing the committee He's 
going to praise me, pat me on the head, and tell 
me I did a good job He lights into me about how 
dare I allow Gerald Felando to question him in 
this manner, and I just burst into tears And he 
didn't care, he just kept on riding me up one side 
and down the other I remember I came back into my 
office and my secretary said "Oh, you're a mess " 
My mascara was totally off, and I had to go to 
lunch with somebody that day I didn't carry 
extra make-up with me, I was a wreck And I 
thought, "OK, you just better learn, this is the 
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way it's going to be " It's all this perception 
He thought that I had weakened him somehow m the 
eyes of all these people, and I was just this 
little snot trying to be important I was trying 
to be fair 

You know, there was that interesting interview 
with you m 1979 that pertains to what you are 
saying in a couple of ways 1 One thing that 
struck me in that interview is that you said you 
thought the legislature was very shallow, and you 
mentioned the egos 

It's all ego, so much of it is ego Everybody's 
posturing to get out there to be perceived in a 
certain way I guess in that interview I told the 
[Speaker of the Assembly] Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] 
story 

Yes, I wanted you to tell that again 
Now, that was Judiciary Committee In Judiciary 
Committee, you're always placed on Well, 

in those days, you didn't know why you were placed 
on a certain committee Certain committees were 
called "juice" committees meaning that they had a 
lot of money coming into them The committees 
that regulated gambling and horse racing, I was 


^ The Sacramento Bee . June 24, 1979 
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never put on one of those, only the big guys got 
on that kind of stuff Health Committee was kind 
of a juice committee, but not much Judiciary 
Committee was not a juice committee Judiciary 
really had a bad rap because it was all lawyers 
[Assemblywoman] Maxine Waters, who is a very 
outspoken black woman, a very effective 
legislator, was the first non-lawyer and the first 
woman to ever be put on Judiciary So I think 
that they wanted to show that they could put a 
softer version of Maxine on there, and put a 
Republican woman on there So I was put on the 
committee 
Um-hm 

Well, I didn't know a tort from a tart I didn't 
know up from down, I'd never done anything really 
with the legal community Fortunately, the 
chairman was [Assemblyman] Jack [R ] Fenton, a 
crusty old liberal Democrat who took me under his 
wing He called me Jeannie, Baby The idea that 
in this day and age, now that anybody would be so 
sexist as to call me Jeannie Baby, but I took it 
for what it was It was an affectionate term, he 


tried to take care of me 
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Did you feel at that point that you needed to be 
taken care of 7 

Yes, m that committee They moved so fast, and 
Maxine was not a warm, caring person She didn't 
take me and say, "Ah-ha, here's another woman on 
the committee " She was fighting her own battles 
Later she and I later became good buddies, but not 
then And so, it moved fast, the other 
Republican on the committee was a very weak 
member Part of why Jack Fenton took me under his 
wing was that then he could control my vote, too 
He could say, "You know, Jeannie, Baby, you gotta 
do this " Then I'd look to the other Republican 
to see what he was going to do It took a lot of 
reading and a lot of homework Willie Brown was 
on the committee Well, he rarely showed up He 
was busy with his law practice m San Francisco, 
but this one particular day, he came breezing in 
late, and the committee had been moving lickety- 
split over a lot of bills Chairman Jack Fenton 
said, "Mr Brown, how nice you're here, and if you 
like, we can back up and I'll review what bills 
we've had " Willie says, "No need, I can give you 
my votes " And Willie could just vote boom, boom, 
boom, boom And so, I said, "Oh, Mr Chairman, I 
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this again " And that's when Willie turned on me 
and said, "If you're not prepared to come to this 
committee and vote da, de, da, " And again, 

what I now know is he was preaching to the 
audience about how great he was, not how stupid I 
was 
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Uh huh 

But I took it that I had really been slapped and 
so when I was interviewed 

You said you felt like crying 
Well, I did, but I had gotten over crying after 
Gordon made me cry I knew you never cried in 
public I was just humiliated Another 
legislator stood up for me, [Assemblyman] Dave 
Stirling, another Republican on the committee He 
said, "Mr Chairman, I think that's uncalled for," 
something like that, and they just went on 
Um-hm 

And now that wouldn't even phase me I was just 
sick I think it was Claudia Buck 1 who did that 
article and I told her that story It appeared m 
the paper, big feature m the Sacramento 
newspaper, big picture And that morning I was 


Author of the story was Kathie Newton 
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there on the floor of the legislature, and Willie 
Brown came by, he never talked to me, and he came 
over and he said, "I just wanted to apologize to 
you I don’t ever remember doing that, but I'm 
sure I did because it sounds like me It was 
never meant to hurt you, I was probably covering 
my own ass " I said, "Apology accepted " And 
from then on, we always had a good relationship, 
but I do believe that he was not putting me down, 
he was building himself up, which is so much of 
what legislators do You yell at your colleague 
and carry on, which has nothing to do with yelling 
at your colleague, it has to do with making 
yourself important, hoping the TV cameras or 
newspaper or something is going to report this, 
because you're always trying to let your 
constituents know that you're in there fighting 
for them, and that you're somebody important to be 
reckoned with 

But it really backfired on Willie because you 
recorded it in the paper 

But I'm sure it didn't hurt him because he 
wasn't the Speaker [of the Assembly] then 
And, in fact, he was the bad boy, he was being 
punished, which is why he was never around the 
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Capitol 

One other thing you said m that article, while 
we're talking about it, is that you said you were 
not going to be a tough lady, like [Assemblywoman] 
Pauline [L ] Davis, but you were going to wear 
frilly blouses and be feminine 
Right 

How do you feel about that now 9 

Oh, I still do my own thing I might not be quite 
as frilly, but I think that has something to do 
with age, and maybe not There weren't many role 
models when I was elected, and the traditional way 
of dressing was to look like a man, it was to wear 
a blazer Everybody wore a blazer, or a suit, and 
I just thought I'm not going to I had my blazers 
and I had my suits, but I also thought, "I'm not 
going to fall into that mold I'm going to be 
me " Gordon had taken me to lunch The day after 
I was elected, he took me to lunch, and he said, 
"There's a couple of things you have to know " 

Here he was, already giving me advice "Couple of 
things you have to do, one, you gotta realize 
you're never going to be the same " And I said, 
"Oh, yes I am " He said, "No, you're not You're 
never going to be the same " The other is, start 
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planning now how you are going to get out And I 
said, "How I’m going to get out 9 I just got m " 
He said, "Start thinking about it, because before 
you know it, this place is going to swallow you 
up, campaign after campaign, year after year, and 
you're going to be here too long " And he said, 
"Start thinking about how you're going to get 
out " Well, I thought he was nuts I thought, 
"I'm not going to change, I'm not going to plan 
how I'm going to get out Write that off " But 
as years went by, did I start to think of that 
I'm going to dress like I've always dressed And 
then I was known, so I wasn't considered a 
secretary, so I could dress however I wanted, and 
I did 

You also said, speaking of how you're going to get 
out, that already you didn't think you wanted to 
run for a higher elective office 
No, I never wanted to do that Someone said—I 
can't remember who said this, but it might have 
been Willie, there's been so much that's been said 
about Willie—but politics either energizes you or 
totally wears you out Willie Brown is energized 
by it That just sets him going and he can go 
forever I found it horribly fatiguing I am an 
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introvert, so for me to go project this extrovert 
type of thing, takes tremendous energy For me to 
walk m a room and start shaking hands is the 
hardest thing in the world for me to do And so, 

I was not energized Every time I ran, I'm 
stubborn, and if someone tells me I can’t do 
something, I'll go all out to prove I can do it 
But the end result was, every campaign was more 
difficult and more tiring until I didn’t want to 
do it anymore 
Um-hm 

So, even at that point, because people said, "Oh, 
you’re going to run statewide," I said, "Oh, no 
I’m not Never am I going to campaign from Eureka 
to San Diego " And they said, "Oh, you can go to 
Washington " I thought, "One air line flight and 
I'd be exhausted for two weeks No, I’m not ever 
going to do that " So, I knew that from the very 
beginning 

Of course, you were managing your family pretty 
much then, too You also said m that article 
that you went shopping, and you did the laundry 
Were you still doing all those things'* 

Oh, I did all that Now, at that point m time, 
when George and I married, my oldest son, Stuart, 
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and my second son. Bob, went to live with their 
dad, Ernie Janet and Glenn stayed with me and 
George, and of course, I had Lorna Then George's 
son who had cerebral palsy came to live with us 
And Curt [Moorhead] lived with us for I don't know 
how many years, probably five or so years By the 
time I was elected, he was out of the home and 
living m a home with other cerebral palsy 
students He was eighteen or nineteen at the time 
and wanted to live on his own, and he did But, 
for a long time, that was our household We had a 
big family 

People would say to me, "Oh, you still shop " 
And I would respond, "Why, I hate shopping, I hate 
grocery shopping Is there somebody that does 
that for me 9 Am I missing something 7 " I was 
amazed at the perks that there were at the 
Capitol I didn't know anything like that existed 
when I was elected I didn't know, for example, 
that I could send somebody to the bank with my 
paycheck You couldn't send somebody to do your 
grocery shopping, but there were little errands 
that got run for me But no, I was still doing 
that But, I had to be out a lot The first 
year, I asked George to pretty much go with me and 
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then we'd rush home and try to feed the kids The 
kids got very good at doing macaroni and cheese, 
and they put peas in it and hot dogs, and that was 
dinner And that gets real old, you're just 
constantly coming m at about 8 30 at night So, 

I knew that this was not going to be a twenty-year 
career 

So, that must have been fatiguing 
Very 

There are a couple of things that I think we 
really need to pick up about the legislature in 
1979 There were eleven female legislators, and 
you started the Second Tuesday Breakfast Group 
Um-hm 

I'm really interested in that 
That was pretty much started by, well, 
[Assemblywoman] Leona [H ] Egeland and 
[Assemblywoman] Teresa Hughes were the two that 
had been there the longest Pauline was gone by 
then They decided that there needed to be a 
place that the women legislators could get 
together, that we must have some common issues 
And so we started these Tuesday morning 
breakfasts Well, we talked about nothing We 
didn't really talk issues, we talked clothes, and 
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hair, gripes But what happened was, it was at a 
downtown restaurant, and pretty soon, lobbyists 
started walking over, interrupting us, wanting to 
buy the breakfast And so soon after we moved the 
Tuesday 

[End Tape 2, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2, Side B] 

REINIER We were talking about what became the Tuesday 
night dinner 

DUFFY The women legislators decided we didn't like being 
interrupted and we didn't really like being seen 
So we decided we were going to have a time when we 
would let our hair down and we would get together 
and [just have a good time So, we decided to move 
the Tuesday breakfasts, make them Tuesday dinners, 
and we would have them in our own homes So that 
the legislative women, we could let our hair down, 
we could talk about anything that we thought 
about, and we didn't have to be bothered by 
lobbyists, constituents or anyone else And they 
became very, very important We never did talk a 
lot of politics 

We would decide, for example, that men were 
getting a lot of publicity about rape, and we 
decided that if there was going to be rape 
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legislation, women should carry it We would 
never talk the specifics because, ohh, we were the 
whole spectrum politically, but we'd agree that we 
would fight in our own caucus to have a woman 
carry the bill We did a few things like that 
We'd say, "All right, we're going to do this on 
day care It ought to be a woman who carries it " 
We identified broad areas, and then we went on 
just to talk about, you know, work and whatnot, 
but it was very good at making us closer friends 
Because the men have done this for years, go on 
these trips, and whatnot and whatnot So, for the 
women it was fun to have these Tuesday night 
dinners But there was still a pecking order, 
some would come, and some would not For example, 
Maxine would rarely, if ever, come And others 
really didn't like that They thought that was 
too snobby of her I think Maxine did not see a 
need to bond with women legislators because she 
was fighting a male system, and she was out there 
with the men 
Um-hm 

She didn't have this need I think some of the 
others of us wanted to know that there was some 
kind of a group there I didn't have quite the 
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need because for me I wasn't alone every night 
like these other women They were in Sacramento, 
they were alone, their families were somewhere 
else And they all had grown families I was the 
only one with a young family, and a Sacramento 
family So, I really didn't want to go out with 
these women at night So, I was not a real 
frequent attender And that was resented by some 
But that was really what those Tuesday dinners 
were all about 

Were there some of those women that you felt 
particularly close to 7 

You always feel close to the people you are 
elected with They are referred to as your class 
And you have your classmates So, I was always 
close to [Assemblywomen] Marian Bergeson, she and 
I were elected at the same time, so was 
[Assemblywoman] Sally Tanner Marian's a 
Republican, Sally's a Democrat And so, I would 
say those two I was particularly close to Then 
to a lesser extent, [Assemblywoman] Marilyn Ryan, 
who is a Republican, [Assemblywoman] Gwen Moore, 
who is a Democrat Gwen had a young son, too, and 
so probably 


REINIER Did Gwen have a son in Sacramento 7 
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I don't think so because everyone came to 
Sacramento on Monday morning and went home on 
Thursday afternoon But, for example, Gwen and I 
went on a trip that then Assemblyman [Douglas H ] 
Doug Bosco put together, and we went with our 
families up to Willets and went on the Skunk Train 
and all that So, the kids got to know other 
kids My kids got to know [Assemblyman Thomas M ] 
Tom Hannigan's kids, and that was helpful because 
they could see other Moms and Dads doing what I 
did So, they were helpful groups, and those were 
the women that I was closest to, but even as you 
got close, there was still, you still had to try 
to get to the top of that heap too It was not 
friendship like the friendships that I now know, 
that I have in retirement There isn't a heap, so 
no one is going to get to the top of it These 
were just co-workers, I guess 
Colleagues 7 

Colleagues, but not even after the same goals, 
really The only thing you could say is that we 
were all there annoyed with male legislators And 
we were supportive of trying to get toilets for 
the females instead of us having one toilet, and 
the men had one toilet in our caucus room Why 
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couldn't we have more 7 Those were the issues that 
got us excited But, no, in retirement we don't 
see one another 

Speaking of your class, you also were a Prop 13 
baby, so you came in with those sixteen Republican 
freshman who right away were combative Paul 
Pnolo and [Assemblyman] Leo [T ] McCarthy were 
upset when they wanted to sit as a bloc Who were 
they 7 Who stands out to you among that group 7 
Well, all the Republicans that were elected with 
me were considered Prop 13 babies I was thrown 
in with them except that when they came to vote 
for our minority leader, I voted for Paul Pnolo, 
and they voted for [Assemblywoman] Carol Hallett 
So, they brought in Carol Hallett who despised me 
and I despised her I was off on the wrong foot 
right from the get-go 

Well, we want to talk about Carol Hallett Let's 
talk about who some of the others were 
Well, let's see, there was [Assemblyman] Richard 
Mount}oy, there was [Assemblyman Robert W ] Bob 
Naylor Who else 7 There was [Assemblyman] Dennis 
Brown—X even forget their names—and Marilyn Ryan 
and Marian Bergeson, [Assemblyman William R ] Bill 
Leonard Some are there, most have moved on, up 
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or out Oh, [Assemblyman Patrick J ] Pat Nolan— 
m prison They were young, they were ultra¬ 
conservative and they were on a mission I didn't 
fit any of that I was older, I didn't know the 
mission they were on I was ^ust going to 
represent my district, good government My 
district was full of Democrats, I liked Democrats 
I have nothing against Democrats, and they were on 
this, "We're going to hate, etc , etc " I wasn't 
involved in their fight So, they tried to drag 
me m m the beginning Everybody knows how you 
vote in caucus, and so when I voted with Priolo, I 
was right away, on their shit list, as we call it 
And tell me about Carol Hallett What was she 
like 9 

Well, she was probably as driven as Maxine 
Waters Carol was not a woman's woman, she was 
cold, efficient She had this incredible ability 
to remember names and people's faces She could 
go into a room, and go around that room, and say 
hello to everyone, calling them by name, remember 
something about them, and she was as cold as could 
be Efficient, cold, articulate She thought she 
had the ability to play with the big boys and she 


didn’t She wasn't that smart But what she had 
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done, she had cultivated the little guys, the Prop 
13 babies When they came to Sacramento, she had 
been there one term I guess Marilyn Ryan was 
elected with her Marilyn and Carol Hallett had 
arrived the election before I did And Carol 
decided that the way to get her power base was to 
help the Prop 13 babies So when they came to 
Sacramento, she and her husband helped them find 
housing Well, see, I didn't need to find 
housing, I lived in Sacramento You didn't need 
to show me where to go eat, I knew where to eat 
So, she took on this kind of mothering role and 
they all fell for it She helped them set up 
offices, and she had this incredible memory, and 
so she was so helpful versus Pnolo He was the 
old guard, he kind of grumped around, he didn't 
help anybody She said, "I'll fight for you to 
sit together, and I'll be your leader," and she 
was 

She got m trouble when she tried to parlay 
that into competing with the likes of a Willie 
Brown, who could run circles around her So, I 
had nothing in common with her She couldn't help 
me because I didn't need the kind of help she was 
giving, she was not warm, she had no children and 
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had never wanted any So I thought that was kind 
of cold And, I don't know, she was very to 
patronizing to me and I just didn't need it So 
we were not friends 

And so, you didn't really hit it off from the 
beginning 7 

No Not from the beginning at all And later, I 
was just a thorn in her side 

You said that they had a mission How would you 
define that mission 7 

Oh, it was to take the power for the Republican 
party It always was Their theme was, "To 
become the majority, you have to be a united 
minority " You cannot have a Republican who 
doesn't vote with the other Republicans because 
it's only if we're a united wedge and can drive a 
wedge in the Democratic party, that we make any 
sort of headway If we become fragmented, then 
they pick us apart one by one But even if we're 
small, if we're mighty, they can't overcome us 
And then, there'd be somebody like me And so, 
at first they tried to just make me do what they 
said, and later on, they just wanted to dump me 
How did someone like Paul Priolo or Gordon fit 


into that 7 
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Paul and Gordon had years of experience, way more 
years than a Carol Hallett So, they were sort of 
treated as elders whom you had to respect Gordon 
played it politically very smart He had been 
part of the Priolo group, but when he saw the ship 
going down, he jumped ship and told Carol, "I'll 
help you in any way " And when she became leader, 
she needed to appoint someone as vice chair of the 
Ways and Means Committee, a very powerful 
position, and she appointed Gordon So, she bought 
him off, sort of He would probably jump right up 
and come down here if he heard me say that, but he 
played it exactly the way that people who want to 
get ahead play politics He saw the opportunity 
to move ahead, and so he, I am sure he would say, 
in his mind, that he advised Carol Hallett He 
tried to give her the benefit of his wisdom, and 
whatnot, but he also went on her side 
Did you and Gordon become less friendly then”? 

Oh, very much less friendly From the minute I 
was elected, we were not friends We were still 
friends, but we were not close like we had been 
For a couple of reasons one, I guess the main 
reason being is that lobbyists would tend to go to 
him and say, "You've got to straighten her out 
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She's not voting the right way What's wrong with 
her 9 " And even in the caucus, people like Priolo 
would say, "Moorhead's your friend, shape her up " 
And then instead of coming to me and trying to do 
it in some kind of a soft way, it would be, 

"You're really screwing up, you've got to make 
time to see X, Y and Z lobbyists " And I'd say, 

"I don't have to make time to see anyone I don't 
want to see " And boom, he'd say, "Fine, if 
that's the way you want it " And I'd say, "Yes, 
that's the way I want it " And then the whole 
thing, he was never going to hurt me again like 
he did after that Health Committee thing I don't 
think he had any understanding at all of what I 
had gone through that day, chairing that scary 
committee So, when he tried to tell me how to 
deal with the politics in the caucus, I didn't 
listen I sort of wrote him off, and I began to 
establish other friends in the caucus Bill 
Leonard, who is as conservative as they come, 
became a good friend, Dave Stirling, who was part 
of the conservative part, became my friend because 
they didn't lecture to me Gordon was always 
lecturing me So we were not good friends I 


knew that in a pinch, he still cared, and I could 
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(1979) 


call on him, but, no, I didn't like to see him 
My office was next door, so I saw plenty of him, 
but 

So, he wasn't really your mentor 9 
He stopped being my mentor The mentee outgrew 
the mentor, and I didn't need the mentoring any 
more I was doing it on my own, and he didn't see 
that 

But you were busy, you introduced fourteen bills 
in six months 
I did 9 [Laughter] 

Do you remember any of those 9 
No 

Well, A B 1112 allowed nurses to own shares in 
medical corporations 1 

I remember that See, these are promises When 
you are running, you make promises, and you better 
follow through That one passed, I believe That 
was one for the nurses who had done so much for 
me 

I wanted to bring that one up because that was a 
victory over the CMA [California Medical 
Association] 


1112, 1979-1980 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 472 
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The CMA hated me The very end of that first 
campaign, Jay Michaels, who was their head 
lobbyist, called me, and he said, "Look, are we 
going to be able to count on you”? You know, we've 
got to decide whether we're going to give you any 
money or not " I said, "I certainly believe we 
need doctors, but if you're going to try to hold 
nurses down, no " That was the only time they 
ever gave me money 
This was '78^ 

'78, and pretty soon, you know, my true colors 
came out, because everything I believed in, they 
didn't There are still areas where medicine and 
I would definitely see eye to eye For example, 
the need to have animal experimentation, I 
totally supported that, the CMA supported that 
The animal rights people hated it On the 
Judiciary Committee there were areas where I would 
side with medicine over the legal profession 
But, on the big issues, where they really counted 
the votes in terms of giving you dollars, the CMA 
and I parted right away So, that was one where 
it was not that important of a bill, so that 
legislators could give me a vote You kind of 
throw some votes to a new freshman if it's not 
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going to really hurt you I'm sure, at the time, I 
thought it was a great victory, but looking back 
on it now, and knowing exactly how it works, it 
was probably an easy one for everyone to give me a 
vote on 

Well, the CMA is really a very powerful lobby, 

isn't it 7 

Um-hm 

How does that work 9 

Well, they're powerful because they give money, 
and doctors are still on a pedestal You're Joe 
Legislator, and whatever background you've had 
that you've come to the legislature with—you're a 
realtor, you're a butcher, a baker, a candlestick 
maker—doctors are still on a pedestal So, when 
your doctor m your district—and they operate on 
that system, they have their local contact 
network—calls you and says, "Joe Legislator, 
we're counting on you to do this, and we want to 
be there to help you m your next election We 
would hate to have you have a bad voting record 
when we looked at it next time around, da, de 
da " They are just real powerful that way 
Another thing I thought was real interesting in 
your career at this point is that you favored 
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the funding for the Medi-Cal abortions 
Oh, sure, I always favored that, and see, that was 
not exactly the Republican, it probably wasn't m 
the book that I was supposed to do that See, 
that's where I started to get into trouble because 
no one ever asked me the tough questions, no one 
ever doubted, no one ever said, "Show us your 
Republican credentials " 

Urn—hm 

But when I was faced with how I felt on issues, 
and I knew abortion was such a difficult issue 
That's not one where you are persuaded by your 
district You get into the legislature, every 
legislator knows the day they're going to run 
whether they're for or against abortion And the 
same with capital punishment Those are not the 
ones that you are swayed, so no one ever asked me 
They just assumed, ah, she's got all these kids, 
and she's a Republican, she's probably not in 
favor of abortion That was an easy vote because 
nobody was going to change my mind Period, the 
end, don't talk to me about it And, even m the 
caucus, they just said, "God, she's just another 
bad vote " Gordon was against abortion, and I 
don't even discuss it with him So, it's not an 
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item where they try to change your mind But, you 
can certainly lose friends over it as they watch 
how the funding is going to go 
But you were tough on crime 
Yes 

And you even appeared with [State Senator] H L 

Richardson 

Urn—hm 

Who had a lot of anti-crime money, didn't he, 
that he was able to distribute 7 

Later on I think he was real big Oh, yeah, I'm 
still that way Again, those were my true colors 
coming out, and so the crime legislation was easy 
Now, it never got anywhere It probably was all 
defeated because they just laughed at me 
Well, I thought the crime legislation was really 
interesting because some of the things you were 
talking about are things that have become very 
important issues right now A B 80, you were 
advocating life imprisonment without parole for 
fifteen years for criminals convicted a third time 
for violent crimes 1 That's like three strikes, 
you're out 


80, 1970-1980 Reg Sess (1979) 
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some of the other big bills, like drunk driving 
and whatnot, is that you have to have a 
groundswell of people That's what moves 
legislators Except on areas like abortion, but 
where you have an item that you can really discuss 
and disagree and change people's minds With 
abortion, that's a real personal thing that most 
people decided somewhere long ago before they ever 
decided to be a legislator Three strikes, you're 
out, you never thought of it before, so you're 
open to be lobbied on the subject 
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Um—hm 

I also have the habit of falling m love with my 
bills I really felt that that was the way to go 
I didn't get it because I didn't have a Polly 
Klaas, 1 I didn't have a groundswell of people 
So, there really wasn't an anti-crime groundswell 
then * 7 

People were talking One of my first campaign 
brochures said that I was for education and 
against crime I look at that now and laugh 
because no one in the world ever asked me to 


twelve-year-old Petaluma girl who was kidnapped and 
killed in 1993, creating a groundswell of support for "three 
strikes and you're out" legislation 
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describe it Who m the world is against 
education and in favor of crime’ They never asked 
me that But, I was going to be tough on 
criminals That was a good thing to say 
Well, that must have fit the Republican agenda 
very well 

It did Which is why I was not all bad Paul 
Pnolo, one of the things he said as minority 
leader, I remember this now, is he said to me, 
"Jean, the most important thing is get yourself 
re-elected " And you get yourself re-elected by 
representing the district So, my mandate, as far 
as I was concerned, was represent my district My 
district was filled with state employees, who are 
mostly Democrats, school employees, mostly 
Democrats, and this overwhelming everybody else 
who are mostly Democrats And so, I was getting 
myself re-elected, and the Sacramento working 
school teacher and state employee is not a real 
liberal on crime And so, that was a district 
bill 

Your tough on crime on attitude was really for 
your district 

It was me, but it was for my district Easy for 
me to do, so I wasn't compromising anything 
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DUFFY Yes 

REINIER A couple of them I just wanted to mention A B 

386 reverses basis for good time credit in prison, 
allowing only that which is earned That is also 
an issue right now Then A B 1113 and A B 2497 
made it easier to report child abuse 1 
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Urn—hm 

So, child abuse was really just beginning to be an 
issue then 

I had seen some in my public health nursing days 
I'd never, ever heard of it until one public 
health visit and this woman talked to me about her 
new husband and how she thought that he was 
sexually abusing the children I couldn't even 
imagine such a thing, no one had ever talked about 
that And so this came to me, I think it was a 
group that came to me on those bills, and I was 
receptive to it, absolutely, but timing is 
everything 

I really want to talk about that when we get to 
it One thing that I wanted to bring up right 


A B 386, 1979-1980 Reg Sess (1979), A B 1113, 
1979-80 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 244 (1979), A B 2497, 
1979-1980 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 855 (1980) 
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here at the beginning of your first term did the 
Democrats ask you to switch^ 

Oh, no Oh, no, no, no That's one of the 
mistakes that people have assumed No one asked 
me to switch 

That was m the [ Sacramento 1 Union , March 27, 

1979 1 

Well, the Union's a Republican paper [Laughter] 
And they charged that [Assemblyman] Art Agnos, 
working for Leo McCarthy, urged you to switch 
parties 

No, Art Agnos's sister, Betty [Agnos] Bissonette, 
was the secretary for the California Nurses 
Association, and Betty Bissonette and I were 
friends So, I knew big brother Art In fact, 
when I first said I was going to run, back m *78, 
and I was lobbying, I was sitting in Health 
Committee, and Art was on Health Committee, he 
held up a sign that showed a stripe through me, 
that meant that I' d never make it and thumbs down 
No, No, he helped Ben Franklin try to defeat me 
Once I was elected, then we were colleagues, and 
Art was joking around because I knew him, I knew 
his mother, I knew his sister, I knew his wife 


1 The Sacramento Union . March 27, 1979 
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The reason the Union probably put that m is 
that when I switched, and we'll get into that 
later, but when I switched, the greatest 
disappointment m the world to me was my district 
office Those employees, basically, had come out 
of my first campaign, and I thought we were close 
I thought we were friends They were not just my 
employees, they were my friends Like I mentioned, 
I really thought that I ran it like a community 
public health office To me, it was like the 
clinic, people came in the door with problems and 
you helped them That's how you ran this office, 
and you didn't ask people if they were Democrats 
or Republicans, or black or white, or lesbian or 
not, or anything You took care of them They 
were your constituents The day after I switched 
parties, those employees resigned They all 
resigned 
All of them 9 

All of them All of them in my district office 
resigned They left me with no one And I 
couldn't believe it I was so devastated because 
I thought they cared about the people They 
resigned Art Agnos had a San Francisco district, 
knew this had happened to me He sent me one of 
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his staff people who came out to my district 
office A volunteer from my campaign from the 
California School Employees Association, a 
janitor, took time off, Ralph Morrison took time 
off and he manned my office Art Agnos brought 
one of his guys from San Francisco in to staff my 
office, and to start the hiring process So, 
immediately I was linked with Art Agnos But that 
was the Democrats, I changed parties They now 
had me, and they had to do something, of course 
Agnos, was one of Leo McCarthy's top lieutenants 
I had taken Leo McCarthy to lunch when I toying 
with the idea, and I said, "What do you think if I 
was to change parties 9 " He said, "I could never 
advise you to do something like that " 

When was that 9 

That was before I switched 

In '81 

Yes 

So, there was nothing about switching parties in 
your first campaign 9 
No, no, no Never 

OK, there is one other thing, though, I think we 
should bring up, and that is, you had death 
threats m your first term 9 
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DUFFY Oh, I had death threats every term 

REINIER Were you singled out particularly 7 
DUFFY They thought so a little bit because I was a 

nurse They thought that wacko people would just 
generally be attracted to a nurse and a woman more 
than some of the others I can't remember if it 
is that one—I think maybe it is—where it was a 
woman who was like what we would call a homeless 
person 

[End Tape 2, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 3, Side A] 

REINIER On the last tape, Jean, we were talking about the 
death threats you received 

DUFFY Um—hm As I say, the one particular one that I 

think was the early one, a woman came by my 
office, and just threw a box in the door My 
secretaries were smart enough to immediately leap 
out of the office—I was not m the office—jump 
out of the office lock the door, and get the 
state police What they found m that particular 
box when they X-rayed it was a little nurse doll 
with a cord wrapped around its neck As it turned 
out, this poor homeless, psychotic woman thought 
she was a nurse, and that somehow I had 
blackballed her, and she couldn't get work because 
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of me They caught her coming into the Capitol 
another time, and again with a box, and this time, 
she put a big bowel movement m it And the state 
police grabbed her and lectured her, "Don't you 
ever come m here again " 

It was always a problem because the Capitol 
is open, and there were different people who 
wanted the Capitol locked, as other state Capitols 
are, and you have to state why you are there and 
who you are there to see Our legislature felt 
that it's the people's Capitol and they have the 
right to come in So, the state police got to 
know me very well through the years because I had 
other threats, and they always provided me with 
support 

You had a special buzzer^ 

Everyone does They put one under my desk in my 
office Committees always have buzzers, so if 
somebody acts totally bizarre, you can signal for 
help But they put a buzzer then under my desk, 
because at that point I had no escape route My 
office had no way out other than the way somebody 
was coming m 

Sounds like a little office 

I had a little office, a little closet As I 
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gained xn seniority, I was able to have a back 
door, but I always had the buzzer I never ever 
had to use it in the office The threats always 
came, later on there was another threat that 
someone had seen a Bible, a cover of a Bible that 
said to kill Jean Moorhead So state police 
provided me with twenty-four hour support, they 
followed me home My kids were all impressed 
because they had an unmarked car stationed across 
the street 
Oh, boy 

And it turned out it was another Jean Moorhead 
from Yuba City or someplace, had nothing to do 
with me And then another time, the Ku Klux Klan 
was coming to my district for a meeting with the 
sheriff, the local sheriff, and the state police 
accompanied me there, plainclothes You always 
knew them because they had the wires coming down 
the sleeve They secured the perimeter, and they 
established with me my escape route if any 
fighting or shooting started to take place So 
I was always very supportive of law enforcement, 
and they were always very supportive of me It 
was a real close relationship because I respected 
them, and they took care of me 
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Urn—hm 

But, other legislators, they'd say to me, "Why, 
Jean, do you attract all the wackos^ And that was 
the only thing they could come up with, that I was 
a local Sacramento legislator, and a woman, and a 
nurse 

Why would a nurse attract wackos^ 

Because you’d be sympathetic You're known for 
being a caring, kind person You aren't out of 
touch type of thing 

Well, now, you became friendly with [Assemblyman 
Louis J ] Lou Papan that first term, is that 
rights Tell me about that 

Lou Papan was chairman of the Rules Committee 
Rules Committee determines practically your whole 
life in the legislature your office, whether you 
got what you wanted m the sense of any sort of 
requests you made, staffing, etc , etc The 
chairman of the Rules Committee is second only to 
the Speaker in importance Lou Papan was 
considered very gruff, and people were terrified 
of him He had a Greek, vile temper 
He was called the Enforcer 
Right 

And the Republicans didn't like him either 
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And Carol Hallett despised him, and I don't know 
whether that, again, was because she made him out 
to be such a bad person that, therefore, I 
thought this man can't be all this bad That was 
sort of in the back of my head, but I got to know 
him because I heard through staff, who talked to 
his staff, that he had a son who was dying in San 
Francisco and that his wife was also very ill 
Urn—hm 

And what I discovered as I got to know him was m 
this gruff exterior that if he'd open up, you'd 
see a little bit of the soft person He was 
really very sensitive, and really cared, and was 
devastated that his only son was going to die of a 
very obscure condition 

It was even called Papan's disease, wasn't it 


Um—hm 

It was so obscure 

And it was during this time that I was coming up 
on my next campaign, and Hallett was adamant that 
Papan was the enemy, etc , etc Well, his office 

He was targeted during that campaign, wasn't he, 
by the [Republican party] GOP 9 
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Yes But the spring before that campaign really 
heated up, my office was still a closet next to 
Gordon Duffy's And around the corner on the 


same floor was Papan's office It came time at 
the beginning of the next campaign for the 
Republicans to set up and shoot a commercial for 
me They always wanted to do it early on in the 
campaign, and they wanted to have me walking down 
the hall with a legislator So, of course, I 
wanted my friend, Gordon Duffy, to be the 
person who walked down This was going to be a 
thirty second spot, and was going to play for 
eight months 

REINZER Urn—hm 

DUFFY And so the day came, and lights and the camera and 

the people, and the whatever were all there m the 
Capitol, and Gordon was chairing the Ways and 
Means Committee He was vice chair, the chairman 
was gone, and he was chairing it And he couldn't 
get away, and they said well, "Come on, Jean, 
we've got to get a legislator " I guess the 
little devil m me decided, "OK " So, I walked 
into Lou Papan's office, he was there, and I said, 
"Will you walk down the hall with me for a 
commercial 9 " Well, a Democrat could care less, he 
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thought it was kind of funny He said, "Sure " I 
didn't really fully understand what a no-no that 
was, but I knew it was going to draw somebody's 
attention to it So, we walked down the hall, and 
they shot the commercial And my campaign 
staff was there, and they were laughing about it 
So, nobody advised you not to 9 
No, nobody advised me not to do it 
Was it a challenge 9 

Probably Yeah, I knew that probably this wasn't 
the greatest thing, he wasn't just a nuthin* 
Democrat, he was a Big Democrat Well, first 
thing that happened was, my opponent at that time 
was Supervisor Ted Sheedy, and he called the 
Democrats and just ripped them up one side and 
down the other, and said, "How dare Papan do 
that 9 " Well, then Papan was mad He got his 
dander up And he said no blankety-blank 
supervisor was going to tell him what to do 
Because they said, "Papan, you pull it, you can 
pull it You can pull her commercial and get it 
re-shot with a Republican " And he could have 
He wasn't going to get it pulled And I said, 

"No » 

You weren't going to get it pulled 9 
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I wasn’t going to get it pulled because the 
Republicans, it was not Hallett who was mad, but 
my campaign staff were going to imply that the 
Democrats endorsed me So, they thought it was 
kind of a coup that I had done it 
Urn—hm 

I hadn't done it for that reason, but they felt 
that this was a real coup, that they could imply 
that the very powerful chairmen of the Rules 
Committee endorses Jean Moorhead So through 
that, I got to know Lou better, and I knew that 
this man was getting tickets because he was racing 
up and down from the Bay Area I knew that he was 
getting the tickets first to see his son who was 
in isolation m the hospital, and he had to put on 
isolation garb, and then he had to run home—his 
son was in San Francisco, but he'd dash home to 
San Mateo—and then back to Sacramento, and he was 
just 

It was at this time that this was happening 
It was at that time and as it moved then through 
that campaign of 1980, Lou's son was getting worse 
and worse and worse And he was being just ripped 
apart, and the Republicans were on the attack 
And so then, I volunteered to do a commercial for 
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him 

What was in your mind when you volunteered to do 
that 7 

Well, he had walked down the hall with me, and he 
had stood up to the Democrats that wanted it 
pulled I felt that he’d probably give me the 
shirt off his back if I really needed it, and I 
decided to return the favor And so, I did it 
The Democrats couldn't believe I would do this 
And they had me meet them in a radio booth at a 
hidden location, and I did a thirty-second 
tape for him, a thirty-second commercial which 
basically said, "I'm a freshman legislator, I am a 
Republican, and I 3 ust want to say that Lou 
Papan is a caring, compassionate person who helped 
me through my first term of office " Carol 
Hallett heard about that, and she called me, and 
she said, "No one ever endorses somebody of the 
other party " 

Well, that really did violate this concept of the 
wedge 

Oh, absolutely And I said, "I don't care, he is 
hurting, and you're going after him You're 
trying to get him out at the weakest point m his 
career, and I think that's rotten And I won't 
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support it, and I will do whatever I can do to 
help him get elected " She said, 11 1 want you to 
understand that you will be publicly censured at 
the next statewide Republican Convention M I 
said, "Fine, go for it " 

Well, this fit in also to the Speaker war that was 
going on at that time m 1980, didn't it 9 
Not really, because Papan was not on the side that 
I went with 

How I thought this fit in—and please correct me 
if I'm wrong—Papan was Leo McCarthy's lieutenant, 
rights 
Um-hm 

And Ted Sheedy, your opponent, was being financed 
by [Assemblyman] Howard [L ] Berman 
He was getting some money from them 
Just some money 9 

Yes And that's true, but that had nothing to do 
with my reasoning why I turned around and 
supported Howard Berman No Jumping ahead to 
the end of that campaign of '80, one of the other 
people that was considered a real nasty wheeler 
dealer was [Assemblyman] Richard Robinson He was 
one of Howard Berman's good friends Howard had 
always been a nice person to me, I got along with 
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him 

I'd like to know a little more about Howard Berman 
at that point in time 

He was a very intense legislator, but he had kind 
of a nice side to him But Howard Berman and 
Richard Robinson touched a nerve They came 
to me and said, "Look, you've never been one of 
these wacko Republicans we couldn't work with 
You've always been somebody that we can talk to, 
and the only way that Howard is going to be 
Speaker is if we pull a certain number of 
Republicans If you will work with us, and if you 
will pull some Republican votes, we will reward 
you What do you want to be^" Well, I knew I was 
in trouble with Hallett, and she was not going to 
help me It was obvious that she was going to 
work with Leo McCarthy to give him the votes to 
stay Speaker, and that wasn't going to help me 
because they were not going to reward me with 
anything for good behavior So my feeling was to 
pull some of my colleagues I became the broker 
I pulled Marian Bergeson, Marilyn Ryan and Dave 
Stirling I brokered for the four of us with 
Berman through Richard Robinson I said, "OK, 

I'11 give you four votes What are you going to 
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give me 9 " He said, "What do you want, do you want 
chairman of Health, or do you want vice chairman 
of Ways and Means 9 " 

One of the things I was always doing was 
following Gordon's career I think, again, almost 
subconsciously that Gordon and I were never going 
to be a couple unless we were equals m my eyes 
We were now equal in that we were both 
Republicans, elected to the state legislature, 
making the same amount of money, but we were not 
equal until I got some seniority Then if he was 
bumped off 

So, you were competing 

I was competing with Gordon If he were 
bumped off as vice chair of Ways and Means, and I 
got it, then I'd be right up there with him He 
could no longer reduce me to tears, I'd be right 
up there Now I knew my way around, I thought 
So, instead of being the naive freshman, now two 
years later, I think I'm the big power broker 
This was as close as I got to slimy politics 
when I got puffed with my own This is 

exactly what Gordon was saying, "You will change," 
and me saying, "I won't change " I had changed, 
and I thought that I could wheel and deal 
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Gordon came to my home one day, and he never 
came to my home any more My husband, George, 
liked and still likes Gordon very much Gordon 
came over, and he said, "Listen, you haven't 
listened to me for a long time, and I'm going to 
tell you what you have to do " He said, "Your 
fussing around with that Berman camp is just 
crummy They're just terrible, they're awful, da, 
da, da, da " I said, "Oh, you're just jealous, go 
back to Carol Hallett, stop that kind of stuff " 

He slammed out of my house mad Lou Papan, my 
good friend, Lou, said, "What the hell are you 
doing 9 You are nuts " Now I had both of them 
And they didn't particularly like one another, but 
now I've got these two old mentors trying to tell 
me what to do, and I wouldn't listen to either one 
of them Well, you know, the rest is history 
Um-hm 

Willie stepped in McCarthy wasn't going to make 
it 

What was Berman going to give you 9 
I was going to be either chairman of Health, or 
vice chair of Ways and Means I was going to be 
rewarded because I was going to deliver the votes 
My colleagues were going to be, Marian and all, we 
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were going to Then when it was obvious that 
Howard wasn't going to make it, when the deal had 
been cut with Hallett and the Republicans for 
Willie, who came up out of nowhere to be the 
compromise, then my group all decided to abstain 
on the vote So when the vote came down, they 
abstained, and I did not abstain I stood 
up and voted for Howard Berman 
Why didn't you abstain 7 

Because, I thought that was a cop out Everybody 
knew 

You'd save your skin, wouldn't you 7 
No 

Was your skin already gone 7 

An abstention doesn't save your skin Willie 
always thought more of me because I held on to my 
conviction He always said to me, "And you're 
the one f-ing person who didn't vote for me " And 
he'd reward 

Now, had Carol Hallett said that she would punish 
you, or had she done anything to punish you while 
the election was still going on 7 
No, she couldn't afford to do that No, she 
called me at home, and said, "Pull that ad " I 
did that ad very late m the campaign, this is at 
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the very, very, very, very, very end 

One thing I think we need to bring out about this 

campaign is that you spent a lot of money m the 

campaign You and Sheedy both spent over 

$350,000, and at the end of the campaign, you put 

out this real fancy, slick brochure Who paid for 

that 9 

First of all, you never put your own money in it 
So, there's never, ever in any election, any of my 
own money 

No, I know that, but someone 

The Republicans, the Republicans What they 
did in that election, I was always called a 
campaign that receives contributions from other 
Republicans 
Urn-hm 

And the same thing happened to me when I was a 
Democrat I was not on any of the juice 
committees I couldn't generate money, so the 
leadership the Republican leadership, at that 
point, Hallett, would call, and I think Bill 
Leonard put money in my campaign Those that 
didn't have tough races, and that automatically 
got money from banks, and from realtors, and da, 


da, da, da, gave to my campaign I just wouldn't 
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have ever worried about the money, or I would have 
been defeated And my nurses were doing it again 
That is not to say I didn't work, I worked I 
hated to call and ask for money I was never good 
at that And I didn't have the political clout 
I am sure Gordon's campaign gave to me 
Um—hm 

All those that were They all put money 

in 

But wasn't that also targeted as a really tough 
race because of Berman 7 Wouldn't Sheedy have been 
a Berman vote 7 
Um—hm 

Was that one of the reasons why that was targeted 
by Republicans 7 

I think so Yeah, they had a lot of money, but at 
the same time, they were talking to me, and they 
didn't give him as much as they gave to other 
people 

Oh, they didn't 

No, but at the end of that campaign, there was 
also a brochure of all the Democrats who supported 
me Most of them were Berman Democrats who did 
statements A campaign brochure went out that 
said, "Democrats and Republicans both like Jean 
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Moorhead, M or something I remember Sally Tanner, 
Doug Bosco, and I think Richard Robinson, and 
somebody else, I mean the whole slate of Demos 
wrote great things about me 

One thing I wondered about the money, if your 
campaign was donated to by the Republicans, did 
they consider you obligated to them because of 
that money 0 

No, I mean you were obligated to Did they 

want Ted Sheedy, a Democrat, or did they want Jean 
Moorhead, a difficult Republican 0 The choice was 
real simple for them Any Republican was better 
than a Democrat So, they gave to me I mean, 
some of them, I am sure, wouldn't give I don't 
know that, but I think that's probably what 
happened Probably some of them slammed down the 
phone I think that they always thought if they 
had me long enough, they could shape me up I was 
just a little bit tougher to mold than some of the 
others had been 

Well, how did it work 0 Who would call 0 How does 
this funneling from one candidate to another work 0 
It's all run by the caucus The caucus people 
during election years remove themselves from the 
Capitol and set up someplace else, and then they 
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start They set up the big PACs and they take 
them to breakfast Republicans say, take all the 
bankers And they say, "Now look, you've got 
your legislation you want to get through next 
year, we've got eight really tough races We've 
got eight seats that are targeted, we've got to 
hold onto, Jean Moorhead is one of them And so, 
we're going to need money m that seat, and this 
seat, and this seat " And so, they start to put 
money in Now, some of them would say, "We're not 
giving money to Jean Moorhead, we don't know 
anything about her, but we will give to the 
caucus " So that on their forms, and to their 
folks, they can say, "We gave $50,000 to the 
Assembly Republican Caucus " 

Um-hm 

Then that caucus makes the decision, "Whoops, 
Sheedy's sent out another mailer, we got to get 
another mailer out for Moorhead, so we'll dump 
another twenty thousand into her campaign " This 
is all being funneled in, a lot of times having 
nothing to do with the specific candidate, but 
having to do with Republican politics And 
Democrats do exactly the same thing 
Yes And McCarthy really inherited the fund that 


REINIER 



107 


DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 


REINIER 

DUFFY 

REINIER 

DUFFY 


[Speaker of the Assembly Jesse M ] Unruh set up 
And then Howard Berman, also, had a separate fund 
Berman got all the Los Angeles 
Berman-Waxman 7 

Right They had their whole machine, which is 
really southern California Actually, you see, 
they needed to expand their base, and who better 
to be friendly with than a northern California 
Republican 7 

So, they were reaching out to you 
They were reaching out to me 

And also giving some money to your opponent 
Oh, sure, they had to give to Ted because that 
would have been very suspicious Ted had been m 
politics a long time, so it would have been 
unheard of for them not to give I remember, I 
went to a dinner party, and a funny thing 
that happened, it was in a hotel, the Holiday Inn 
in Sacramento There was a big dinner that was 
going on—say it was realtors, or something—in 
one of these banquet rooms and there was a line 
I arrived, and I am kind of late, and I get in 
this line, and I'm working my way up this line 
All of a sudden, I see Ted Sheedy and his wife, 
it's a receiving line [Laughter] I was so 
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embarrassed, I was so glad that whoever was in 
front of me in the line didn't recognize me Here 
I was m a receiving line, and it was for my 
opponent 
Did you get out 9 

Yes, I crawled out of that line, and I got into 
the unit where I was supposed to be Went out 
into the hallway later on, and I ran into 
[Assemblyman] Herschel Rosenthal, a Democrat, a 
legislator, another one who is a buddy, and I 
said, "Hersh, count the house for me in there, and 
tell me how much he's got So, Herschel comes 
back into the meeting where I am, and says, "OK, 
Jean, 250 people, and they charged"—I don't know- 
-"fifty dollars a seat " It always worked, 
Herschel, a Democratic legislator, was giving me 
information because, yes, we were opposite 
parties, but we were colleagues, and once elected, 
you were part of a club that was more important 
than those out there trying to be elected 
That's so interesting So that's one of the 
subtle ways in which the incumbent really has an 
advantage 

Oh, yes Oh, yes Now, most of them, as I say, 
never help somebody from the other party like I 
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did with Papan, never But, do they say, "I will 
never do anything against you 9 " You bet If they 
have somebody that they don't like, they just 
don't really get out and help very much, which is 
why they'll take their campaign money and kind of 
give it to a general pot So that they don't know 
where it's going because they don't want to know, 
they just want to be able to say, "Hey, I don't 
know what's going on " 

But, it's interesting to me, as a woman, once 
you're elected, you're m that club 
You're in that club 
It's not an old boys club 7 

Well, it is an old boys No, you are part 

of the club, and if Gordon and I go places today, 
and there are other members of the club, we are 
equal members of the club Gordon has more 
seniority still But, no, if we walked in, and a 
lobbyist walked in, I'm a member of the club, and 
that lobbyist is not There is a collegiality 
that exists forever because we've been in the 
trenches together 
Even across party lines 7 
Oh, absolutely across party lines 

That's really interesting because, of course, this 
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is a period of such intense partisanship, that 
this aspect of it is very interesting 
And that's what's so very confusing because you 
have all these buddies, and then you break up and 
pretend you're fighting one another They are 
fighting, but a lot of it is for show 
But, now Carol Hallett was serious, wasn't she'* 
Yes, she was very serious, yes She never liked a 
Democrat There was probably no Democrat that 
Carol Hallett ever liked But those are the ones 
that started out, as small children, with the very 
deep-seated And I think that's what we're 

seeing now with the very right-wing, conservative, 
family-values Republicans 

Um-hm 

That just have no room for compromise, and 
that makes bad law That's where we get into 
trouble We're much better off with some sense 
of, "Hey, OK, this is how you do it, and this is 
how I do it, but we really are here to try to make 
better laws " 

This is so interesting to me because when I've 
talked to other people, I've gotten the sense 
that that collegiality broke down during this time 
period 
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it is still there It is not there to the extent 
it was there when Gordon was first elected 
Because the Jack Fentons, the Paul Priolos, when 
they'd take me to lunch, m my freshman year, I 
was taken to a lot of lunches with a lot of the 
guys, ten or twelve legislators, and a few 
lobbyists who were picking up the tab And I'd 
hear the stories about, "Hey, when we went fishing 
in Jamaica, and then they brought in the women," 
and I'd think, "Oh, God " And they did things 
together that brought them close across party 
lines 

REINIER Yes, especially when it was a part-time 
legislature 

DUFFY And before [Governor Edmund G ] Jerry Brown [Jr ], 

and his Fair Political Practices Commission 1 
When that came into being m 1974, when there were 
limits put on lobbying, and everything had to be 
reported, if you ask any of the old timers, that's 
when the fun went out of it And that's when the 
rules changed So, when my group arrived in '78, 
they were four years into this FPPC [Fair 

Proposition 9, June, 1974 
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REINIER Um-hm 

DUFFY All the time I lobbied, I had to report all my 

lunches 

[End Tape 3, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3, Side B] 

DUFFY [With Gordon] and other legislators, you had a ten 

dollar limit 

REINIER So, you went to lunch and he [Gordon Duffy] paid 

DUFFY And so, you went to lunch and he paid I mean he 

was not unique, others did this 

REINIER When you were a lobbyist 

DUFFY Yes, when I was a lobbyist When I was a 

legislator, it didn't make any difference We 
could buy each other lunch What we'd do, is you 
usually found a lobbyist to buy you lunch But 
that's when the rule, in '74, things changed and 
that's where a lot of the fun and the 
collegiality stopped 

REINIER So, the opportunities for people to get together 
weren't there 0 

DUFFY Were not there I mean Gordon talks about 

moosemilk lunches and whatnot that go back years 
ago in the Senator Hotel, all of that stopped 
When we were elected in '78 there was not the 
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ability to have the fun times together that 
existed in years past Now has it made it more 
professional or less* 7 I don't know No, 
apparently not, because there's so many problems 
going on Certainly it meant that you didn't have 
the relationships that had existed before 
Now, were you unusual 7 You're a young woman, an 
attractive young woman, were you unusually 
successful in making friends across party 
lines 7 Compare yourself to somebody like Marian 
Bergeson, for example 

No, Marian was always considered the very fine 
elegant woman I think that what people saw in me 
was that I was not closed on all sorts of 
subjects I had not come up through that hard¬ 
core party line I was approachable but I also 
was known quickly as being real stubborn That 
came out m some of my farewell tapes I was easy 
to talk to, but I became difficult if I wasn't 
going to be moved by what somebody wanted me to 
do I think Marian was considered predictable, 
she would not have ever violated the party line 
So, there were lots of areas where she wasn't 
talked to She was well-respected, but she lost a 
lot of legislation because people would just 
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say, "Hey, you can't deal with her " 

So, what you're saying is that this kind of 
socializing across party lines really helps you 
get your legislation passed 
Yeah Um-hm 

Well, we should probably get back to the Speaker 
war, how this fit into all of that, because after 
the election, [Willie] Brown made the deal with 
Carol Hallett Can you tell me more about that 9 
I don't know a lot about it I was never privy to 
that, other than, obviously, Leo McCarthy was not 
going to get enough votes The Republicans were 
not going to give him votes 
Well, he didn't have enough Democrats 
Because of the Berman bloc 
Because of the Berman bloc So, it would have to 
be Berman 

Right, and so unless there was some way to pull 
the Republicans to somebody And Willie, who is a 
very shrewd and smart man, suddenly came out of 
being disciplined by McCarthy to be able to woo 
Carol Hallett She hated all Democrats, and she 
was taken for a big ride because Willie saw a way 
to make it work, and he apparently gave her the 
types of concessions that she wanted She wanted 



to name people to committees, and I don't know 
what she worked out 
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Well, the L A TLos Angeles! Times said on 
November 21, 1980 1 that he promised an equal break 
in reapportionment, which was such an interesting 
issue, money—that he wouldn't cut the Republican 
staff—and that Papan would go as Rules chair, 
which I thought was very interesting 
Which didn't happen 

Uh-huh You said before what I thought was really 
interesting that he came out of nowhere He just 
wasn't a contender at all 

No, he had been real active, and then, as I say, 
had been m the doghouse, and that's why my first 
couple of years Willie was rarely around He was 
busy He took his licks and he just spent more of 
his time building his law practice 
Why was he in the doghouse^ 

I forget I forget Gordon would remember 
Willie has been there since 1964 as a legislator, 
And so because he hadn't been around, and he was 
real busy, as I say, with building his law 
practice, those Prop 13 babies and Carol Hallett 


^os Angeles Times . November 21, 1980 



really didn't know him that well They hadn't 
seen a lot of him in action 
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Um-hm 

And I think Carol thought she could wheel and 
deal She and McCarthy didn't like one another, 
and I think she thought she could work with him 
Gordon knows that story because he was helping her 
with the negotiations And so it came down to the 
day of the vote 
Um-hm 

And so it came down to the day of the vote, and we 
knew how it was going to go 

And that's when the three other Republicans who 
you had lined up 
Right 
For Berman 

Right, for Berman, abstained 
And you went ahead and voted for Berman 
And I went ahead and voted for him, which turned 
out to get me a big story in the L A Times 
That's the one I read, yeah It was very 
interesting and helpful But is that the point 
then when Carol Hallett was going to discipline 
you* 3 
Oh, yes 


DUFFY 
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What happened then 9 

Well, she was going to take me before I 

think the Republicans meet m January or February 
I now had a nice office—Papan saw to that—I had 
a nice office I got away from Gordon, and I had 
an exit door to the hall, and that ruffled some 
feathers I was supposed to be in trouble, why 
was I getting this nicer office 9 And she was 
going to have me censured for doing the 
unthinkable, which was supporting Lou Papan 
Well, I went to this convention which was held m 
Sacramento, and the newspapers were playing this 
up, too 

This was the GOP convention 

Yes, the GOP, their winter whatever As it turned 
out, I was getting all this publicity I can play 
poor, pitiful Pearl as well as anybody else The 
big Republicans, Carol Hallett, is coming after 
me So she was advised to knock that off, it was 
making her look like a witch Meanwhile, at that 
convention, I went to the fellow who ran against 
Papan, the Republican 
James J Tucker 

Yes, and I talked to him I said, "You know, I 
hope you understand what was going on," and we had 
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a really nice talk And he said, "I do 
understand, I do understand I have no problem 
with what you did " So, he was a really nice man 
So, it was Carol Hallett 

Oh, it was Carol, yeah, and you can see her 
point If you had Republicans like me all over 
the place, she'd be m all sorts of trouble 
How was this wedge going to be created if you had 
people doing what I was doing 7 
Um-hm 

She backed off, and she didn't do it 
Um-hm 

Oh, and I got 

But she threatened to censure you 7 
She threatened, she filed the papers, made some 
kind of motion, and it was never brought up It 
dangled there over my head I refused to show up 
or something, but that wasn't why, it just wasn't 
done 
Um-hm 

It was not going to serve, and I am sure she was 
told by advisors, I'm sure Gordon would say that 
he was part of the ones saying, "What good is that 
going to do 7 You are going to make her look like 
this most wonderful person to her own district " 
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Nothing would help me more than to show me 
independent of the Republican caucus 
Because you still had a Democratic district* 7 
Sure I did, and I had just come out of an election 
with Ted Sheedy 

And you did well, you won with something 
like 11,000 votes 

They always said that's your toughest election, 

your first election, etc , etc So that was 

pretty solid So that never came about, I was 

never disciplined 

What about committee assignments* 7 

Was she going to make sure that you didn't get 

good ones* 7 

I think so, and yet I stayed on Health, I stayed 
on Judiciary The committee appointments, once 
again, it was sort of like she could make her 
recommendations and somebody had to follow through 
with them Papan was still there doing his 
thing, and 

Willie Brown is now Speaker 
He's now Speaker 

And you said earlier he did not respond to you 

negatively because you voted for Berman 

Oh, no, I think I went to him, I don't remember, 
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but I think I went to his office one day, talking 
to him about it He just thought I had incredible 
guts, and Willie likes that 
Um-hm 

No, Willie and I always got along famously after 

he apologized to me way back when 

Um-hm 

So, that was just simply not a problem 

That was the point when you switched parties 

Now, why did you switch parties 7 

I was sick of being in trouble I was sick of 

hearing about their unit vote, the Republicans 

talking about this unit vote 

Explain the unit vote 

That's where you all vote alike That's what they 
called it, the unit rule The Republicans on 
certain bills would all vote alike, the wedge We 
all have to do this And I was always violating 
that, so I was always m trouble 
Um-hm 

And I was sick and tired of being in trouble, and 
I was sick and tired of her threats, the censure 
business, and whatnot And so, I asked a 
couple of people, I asked Leo McCarthy, and they'd 
say, "It's nuts " 


I didn't think it was really 
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that big a deal I came over here to Sea Ranch 
where I had a second home, and I spent the week¬ 
end with my husband and family, and I wrote my 
speech, wrote what I was going to say, that I 
wanted to be free to represent my district That 
Democrats did not have a unit rule, that my 
district was mostly Democratic, that I was 
supported by both CSEA's, that I was supported by 
lots of fine people, and that I just felt that I 
had to be free to represent the district 

So, the night before I was going to do it I 
told my staff I wanted them to do two things My 
one secretary had come from Gordon*s office, she 
had been his number two secretary She became my 
number one secretary, and stayed with me my whole 
legislative career, Cathie Piacentini I said to 
Cathie, M 0K, tomorrow morning I want two things to 
happen I want you to schedule a press 
conference, like at 9 30, but at eight o’clock, I 
want to have my campaign committee in my office 
These were big Republicans and a couple of 
Democrats from Sacramento who had been my 
leadership camp This was Peggy Grenz, et al 
Was Sandy Smoley still on that^ 


DUFFY 


No, no, she was never a part of my committee 



122 


REINIER 

DUFFY 


because she was elected, and running her own stuff 
on her own I said, "I want to have them m my 
office for coffee and doughnuts at eight o'clock 
and I want to tell them what I'm going to do At 
nine o'clock, would you call Gordon Duffy, and ask 
him if he could come to my office 9 " I felt I owed 
it to Gordon to tell him what I was going to do 
So she did all those things I walked m that 
morning, I signed the party change to a Democrat, 
and I gave it to Cathie to take over to the 
registrar of voters to file The campaign people 
came in, "Jean, what are we going to do 9 We just 
got you re-elected," and I said, "I'm switching 
parties " They talked, they just got incensed, 
they pleaded, they begged and they talked I 
said, "No, this is what I'm going to do " 

But you'd already done it 

I'd already done it They filed out mad, real 
mad Gordon came m and said, "So, what's up 9 " 

My time was getting late, and I knew I had the 
press conference room reserved We had put out a 
notice that said, "Jean Moorhead is having a press 
conference," no subject I said [to Gordon], 

"Come down m the elevator with me " We went down 
the members' elevator where nobody could be around 
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us I told him what I was doing I said, "Please 
come with me I would like you to sit and hear 
what I am going to say I've written this myself, 
it's from the heart, I want you to please 
understand it And his words were, "I feel like 
one of my kids has just told me they're on dope " 
He walked m, he went up to the back of the press 
conference room, I went to the microphone, and I 
started my speel, which I had written every word 
myself It was totally me, totally from the 
heart 

Of course, the press conference room, the 
microphones, the whole Capitol is wired, everybody 
who has on their squawk box can hear it 
Routinely, the newspapers, they all monitor this 
kind of stuff, especially where I had no topic 
listed So they started to listen, and about 
three-quarters of the way through Governor Jerry 
Brown walks in, and I thought, "Oh, no I'm not 
that kind of a Democrat " I was shocked I was 
appalled and I was sick And Gordon walked out 
And I knew what that meant 

There's a picture of Jerry Brown, welcoming you 
That's right You see, instantly, somebody on his 
staff, had said, "Hey, whoa, now we take 
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advantage " It never dawned on me My only 
reason for having a press conference was I did 
know enough to know that you couldn't just quietly 
change parties and not tell anybody, that I had to 
let it out, and I decided the best way to let it 
out was to announce it publicly I was all by 
myself, my husband was gone on a business meeting 
someplace else, out of town I'm all by myself, 
and I did it And my first thought, after I 
thought, "Oh, no," when Jerry Brown walked in, I 
thought, "Oh, geez, I don't know what the protocol 
is He's the governor, do I stand or do I not 
stand 7 But, I'm a woman " I didn't stand I let 
him come over and put out his hand and I had to 
shake it, obviously And I thought, "Oh, shoot, 
this will be it " This will be the picture that 
everybody sees 

So, we walked out, and I went right to 
caucus, and I walked into the Democratic caucus 
Right away Sally Tanner and a couple of the others 
pulled me aside, and I told them what I'd done 
Then when caucus started, the Republicans in one 
room and the Democrats in another, the Democrats 
welcomed me as a new member of that caucus My 
seatmate at that time was Bill Leonard, and I went 
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to take my seat when the thing started, and he 
said, "I just can't believe you've done this I 
just can't believe you've done this " And the 
Democrats couldn't believe it either I remember 
Sally Tanner saying, "I cannot believe you've done 
this " 

Then I was just bombarded with media 
requests, not just Sacramento, but San Francisco, 
and L A , and I didn't know it was a big deal 
Here it was front page, and top story Well, then 
it started People that had given money to me m 
that November campaign called and demanded their 
money back Republicans said, "You are a lousy 
traitor " Hate mail, hate resolutions from the 
Republican party, "Jean Moorhead is the worst kind 
of traitor " Meanwhile my phone is ringing off 
the hook with people from the congressional 
delegation calling me from Washington, welcoming 
me to the party It was just an emotional day, 
like this, one moment I'm being screamed at and 
the next minute I'm being hugged 

I remember, I had to go to a California 
School Employees Association dinner that night, 
and the only reason I went is that man Ralph 
Morrison was good enough to be one of my 
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supporters, and little did I know, he was the guy, 
who two days later who was going to take over m 
my office And so, I went, and I fulfilled my 
obligation to do that speech Of course, they 
were all thrilled, and then it just kind of went 
from there I had a fund raiser planned, I think, 
just a week or so later, and we didn't know what 
was going to happen to my ticket sales Actually, 
what happened is some of the Republicans wanted to 
stay with me and did Then Democrats bought a 
bunch of tickets and came So it turned out to be 
a very successful fund raiser [Assemblyman] B T 
Collins was the speaker that I had, who was always 
a friend And there was a Republican who was 
always working for a Democratic administration, so 
that part was OK Oh, Gordon stopped speaking to 
me 

Just stopped speaking to you 7 

He'd say, "Good morning " he wouldn't talk to me 
And then he was quoted all over the newspaper as 
saying, "I told her I felt like one of my kids had 
said they were on drugs " All the reporters got 
all the comments from all different people And 
the thing that surprised me is that all these 
people thought Richard Robinson had written my 
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speech for me—I could not believe that—and they 
thought that I was going to get something for 
this 

So you had done it out of self-interest 
So they all waited They said, "Where*s your 
office going to be 7 What's your committee doing 
to be 7 What are you getting for this 7 " 

Did you get anything out of it 7 

No Looking back on it, and moving forward in the 
story, I would say probably the drunk driving 
bill 

Oh, that's really interesting, and we want to take 
that up separately 

But, at that point in time, when I could have 
said, "I want this or that," I said, "No, I didn't 
do it to get anything I did it so I could be 
free to represent my district " They'd say, 
"Right, sure thing " "That is what I got That 
is what I want I want to stop being in trouble 
I want to stop seeing my name in the paper as Jean 
Moorhead, the troublemaker " So, from then to 
the end of my career, it was "Jean Moorhead, who 
changed parties, da da de da " 

"The last person who did this was [State Senator 


Randolph] Randy Collier in 1958 


M 
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Talk about being forever tagged, "party-switcher " 
But I was just naive to think, I didn't think it 
was that big a deal 
Well, would you do it again’ 

Yes 

OK 

I wouldn't do it the way I did it 
How would you do it differently 9 
I'd probably do it at a normal time, I probably 
wouldn't wait, I don't know The idea of still 
wanting to representing the district and 
everything is still there I do know now where I 
hurt myself in terms of, well, I was never going 
to be really, truly trusted, even by the Democrats 
because they knew I could get mad and switch back 
In fact a lot of them now if I see anybody, will 
say, "Say, are you a Reep again 9 Have you ever 
switched back 9 " So it was not a good career move 
It was a good gut move and that I would do again 
But I guess if I were planning to spend thirty 
years m politics, I don't know how I'd do it, but 
I would probably do it differently if I wanted 
longevity, but that was never my goal 
But you had to do it by March 11 if you were going 
to run as a Democrat in '82 
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Right, right 

And you did it m February Was that why you did 
it then 9 

Um-hm And I didn't want to do it right on the 
deadline I wanted them to have plenty of time to 
get a candidate And they did—Peggy Grenz 
Yeah, that's interesting 

Then suddenly a good friend becomes the opponent 
Was that painful 9 

Yes Because, see, I was still thin-skinned I 
was always thinking, or not thinking I mean I 
never thought through, "OK, I'm going to switch 
parties, so some friend is going to run against 
me " I thought, "I am going to switch parties, so 
I can represent my district " I never thought 
about who was going to run against me I just 
didn't think politically 

And you didn't expect your staff to resign 
Oh, that was the worst blow, worse than Gordon not 
talking to me because I knew where he was coming 
from But, my staff, I thought we had this 
feeling of what we were doing for our district 
And that they cared about these people, and they 
worked with these people We didn't ask questions 
about party when people came m And part of what 
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they said to me, it wasn't just my switch They 
said, "You never told us that you were going to do 
it We had to hear it on the radio " I'd never 
thought that one through either I said, "But you 
all knew that we were being persecuted, and we 
couldn't go on like this," and they said, "You 
never called us in, you never called us m " And 
I didn't 

So, it was more of a protest vote, really, than 
that they were such loyal Republicans 
They were both, they were both They were, you 
know, cutting off your nose, because then they 
were out of work But they quit Well, then, you 
know, there's always the other side of the 
story When I got through the volunteers, and got 
through Art Agnos helping me and bringing in his 
staff, and whatnot, I found out what a sloppy, 
terrible job those wonderful Republicans had done 
for me Two of them were having an affair, 
married, and lived happily ever after, but 
records were in shambles, constituents who had 
asked to have things done, nothing was ever 
followed through on it I mean they had been 
really crummy I was thinking that they were 
taking care of me and the district and were taking 
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care of people I found out they were having a 
good time playing with one another I finally did 
get a really good district staff 
So, you did get a good district staff 
I got a better district staff But, oh, oh, it 
was very, very painful People would say, "Quit, 
quit, you don't deserve to run, quit and get out " 
Who said that 7 

Republicans, some of the people who voted for me, 
some of the people m the district Then there 
were just as many others, who stepped forward, and 
said, "You've really done some courageous things " 
One thing that I was really interested is that 
when Jerry Brown came in and shook your hand, you 
said that you weren't going to be that kind of a 
Democrat What did you mean by that 7 
Oh, flaky, liberal, crazy My feeling was that no 
one liked Jerry Brown at that point I was trying 
to send a message that I was going to represent 
people I thought I was getting rid of a stigma 
and a party label And what worse than to have 
Jerry Brown 7 There is nothing that would unify 
everybody And I never thought things like 

that I never thought that was going to happen 
So then I had to quietly distance myself from him 
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because then everybody wanted to drag me around 
and show me off as the great Democrat 
Well, what kind of a Democrat did you consider 
yourself 7 

Well, certainly a conservative Democrat I 
didn't consider myself any kind of a Democrat, 
like I didn't consider myself any kind of a 
Republican I considered myself a pragmatic 
middle of the roader 
But you were still tough on crime 
Oh, yes, I hadn't changed my stand on anything, 
but the Democrats were more tolerant and that 
changed with the person who's running the caucus 
I now know that Later on, I found out that 
wonderful John Vasconcellos, who I first went 
to instead of going to Gordon, thought he was 
kind, and feely and touchy, he could be the most 
ruthless person coming after me for a liberal 
vote I am not that kind of Democrat either He 
would get very angry, and I would get very angry 
at him the longer I was in He would come and 
say, "Jean, we need your vote " But, they didn't 
couch it in terms of unit rules and this and that 
and the other thing So, a lot of it was, I grew 
up I matured I probably could have lived 
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through the Carol Hallett thing, but I think when 
I first went to run and Ron Biron handed me this 
issues list and asked me to write down how I felt 
on the different issues, and then he sort of 
applied the litmus test to it, and he said, "My 
God, you*re a Democrat," was probably true They 
handed me the Republican books and said, "Go study 
this " Because now I wouldn't like to be labeled 
either one I want to be parts of one, and parts 

of another I want to be an independent, I want 

to be where you are on different issues I think 
that's where most people are I think there's 
fringes on both ends, and they're equally 
horrible, and they're equally difficult to work 
with I certainly found that out as a Democrat 
Are you more comfortable now with [President Bill] 
Clinton, for example, with the Clinton presidency^ 
Yes 

That's more in the middle 

And I certainly like Hillary Rodham Clinton I 
think she's great So, yes, I'm fine with that 
But I also don't have to be any place where my 
vote really counts 

You can't really be an independent and function as 
such m the legislature 
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No You have absolutely nothing if you*re an 
independent That's what's all important That's 
where you have to build some sort of a consensus 
That's where I felt that I was such a naughty 
Republican, that I was not getting anywhere for my 
district Republicans weren't going to give me 
votes for what I had done, and Democrats weren't 
necessarily going to give me the votes because I 
was a Republican Once I became a Democrat, there 
were certain votes that I always got, and, 
obviously, the Democrats were in the majority 
So, the pendulum swung that way And there were 
some Republicans, my last 


[End Tape 3, Side B] 
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REINIER Jean, I just wanted to bring up Dan Walters* 

article 1 about your party switch that we talked 
about last time because I thought it was so 
interesting that he placed it in historical 
context of the increase of partisanship in the 
legislature For example, he noted the milestones 
as being [Governor Ronald] Reagan's election in 
1966, the Democratic move to the left in the 
1960s, then the ousting of Paul Pnolo, Carol 
Hallett's coming in to head the caucus, and 
increasing partisanship in the senate at the same 
time So he really saw you as caught m 
historical forces in the legislature 
DUFFY Sounds better than being caught in my own forces, 

I guess [Laughter] All I was reacting to, as I 
said over and over again, was the inability to 


Sacramento Union , January 31, 1984 
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feel free to represent my district when I was 
being told that I had to vote with the caucus, 
that the caucus had adopted a unit rule, meaning 
that on most issues, you would vote as a bloc, as 
a Republic bloc, caught with that and increasingly 
this bad girl image because of the fact that I 
would break from that, and vote independently It 
is nice to have someone put it m a historical 
perspective 

REINIER But I think what we should talk about, and what is 
so interesting to me is that at this very time 
when you're switching parties, you're already 
working on the drunk driving bill 1 

DUFFY Right Now, I think it needs to be noted that I 

was not the only one working on the drunk driving 
bill Drunk driving had been pursued for several 
years, and never got anywhere because it was just 
a known fact that drunk driving was acceptable to 
most people, and a lot of legislators drove drunk 
There was no groundswell as we were saying 
yesterday Timing is everything What had 
happened was the Candy Lightner story Candy was 
a constituent of mine Now, I didn't know that 


B 541, 1981-1982 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 940 

(1981) 
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The tragedy of her twin [daughter] being killed by 
a drunk driver was, of course, headlines in the 
Sacramento newspapers That fueled some 
legislators to start talking about doing something 
about drunk driving, and yet it was not a big 
issue 

One day Candy made an appointment to see me, 
based on a referral from B T Collins, who at 
that time, headed the California Conservation 
Corps Of course, he was a maverick Republican 
working m a Democratic administration He and I 
had always been friends, and he tells the story 
that Candy went to him because they knew one 
another when she was m Vietnam with her husband 
during the war, and they met B T there So, she 
went to B T devastated, enraged, saying what can 
be done, the law has to be changed And he said, 
"Well, are you registered to vote 9 " She said, 
"Don't be stupid, I want to do something to get 
rid of drunk drivers " He said, "Well, first 
thing you do is you go register to vote, and the 
second thing you do is you go see your 
legislator " She said, "I don't know any of that 
kind of stuff, and he said, "Well, where do you 
live 9 *" And she gave him this Fair Oaks address, 
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and he said, "Jean Moorhead's your legislator, go 
see her " 

When Candy came to see me, she was like many 
constituents, she was upset and she wanted me to 
do something instantly We did hit it off because 
I have twins My twins were approximately the 
same age as hers at that point m time, so we 
connected as mothers who could get angry about 
this Her outrage at that point had no real 
focus, she was going to take on the courts, the 
judges, the drunk drivers, the legislature, I mean 
she was just 

She had not formed MADD [Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers] yet 

No And she decided that there were other people 
When she looked at the statistics and saw 
there were 25,000 killed in California because of 
drunk driving, she said, "We have to do something 
and I can get in touch with other people " She 
was a realtor, so she knew how to get on the phone 
and connect with people So she said, "I want to 
set up a meeting," and it was at that point that I 
offered my district office for the first meeting 
of MADD So, Mothers Against Drunk Drivers had 
their first meeting m my district office 
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So, you were really instrumental in setting that 
up 

Well, she was instrumental I gave her an assist 
And then at that point, my staff put together with 
the people that were involved, the district 
attorney's office, etc , what we thought was a 
very good bill Now that bill was going to 
compete with a lot of other bills in order to move 
ahead And that's where the politics really comes 
into play There are several issues m the Candy 
Lightner story There's the public movement that 
Candy went ahead with. Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers We said to her, "What you need to do 
now. Candy, is to get pressure in every 
legislative district " Her 30 b was to see that 
MADD spread like mad throughout the state, no 
legislator was going to be allowed to vote "no," 
and get away with it So, she went that route 
Meanwhile, my 30 b and my problem was that as she 
got publicity, other legislators with more 
seniority, more clout, started pushing their own 
drunk driving bills 

Well, I noticed that the bill changed 
significantly from what you submitted in 
February of 1981 
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Um-hm 

And then what Jerry Brown finally signed m 
September of that year 

Right And that's the art of compromise, you 
always usually put m what you know you can't get, 
but if you don't make a big reach for something, 
you don't have a place to compromise back to We 
had to compromise, we had to work with competing 
bills For example, the truckers came out against 
it because they felt that we really going after 
people unnecessarily who made their living by 
being behind a wheel They were not recreational 
drivers, but they had to drive for their job And 
we dealt with the Teamsters a lot It was a lot 
of meetings and, of course, Candy and I were asked 
to be on numerous radio programs, TV appearances, 
etc 

Were you fighting the liquor lobby at this time' 3 
Not particularly The liquor lobby didn't want 
it, but they are too smart to come out and 
directly oppose something that way They were 
more subtle They brought up a lot of flaws, and 
a lot of problems with how m the world would you 
ever send someone to jail We were going to 
overcrowd the jails It was much more subtle than 
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just saying, "Oh, drinking and driving is good " 
Um-hm The bill, as it finally came out, provided 
two days in jail or ninety days license loss for 
first offenders, and ten days in jail and one 
year license suspension for second offenders 
Was that watered down a great deal from what you 
originally wanted”? 

Oh, the mandatory jail never really stuck We had 
to be able to say, in lieu of jail time, something 
else will happen We started with mandatory jail 
and a longer sentence, etc Again, it was where 
did you put drunk driving in the whole scheme of 
things 9 We were not talking about someone who 
necessarily killed, we were talking about first 
offense drunk driving We tried another bill, 
too to go after if you killed someone, shouldn’t 
you get the death penalty 9 And there were 
companion bills that moved along with mine But I 
think that the most important thing was that we 
actually got into law for the first time that jail 
could be required for a first offender drunk 
driver And as I say, that was due to a lot of 
factors, it was because every legislator was 
inundated by mail saying, "You will vote for 
this " We had meetings across the state We 



really made it very, very visible and very 
uncomfortable, some legislators got very angry 
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with me Most, if they were angry, couldn't show 
it because that would not put forth that good 
public image they wanted 
REINIER You had motherhood on your side 

DUFFY That's right And they would say, "Oh, no, here 

come those two pushy women " Because Candy is 
very aggressive and she could be very 
unreasonable, and then I could come in and be much 
more reasonable We could play good cop, bad cop 
very well 
REINIER Um-hm 

DUFFY But behind it all, the legislature really had 

decided, the leadership had decided this was the 
year that drunk driving was going to go into 
effect As I've said before, if I had still been 
a Republican, my bill would never have gotten out 
of committee 

REINIER Well, you mentioned that yesterday 
DUFFY There's no chance The Democrats were in power, 

there was a Democratic majority, and if I'd had 
that bill as a Republican, it would have never got 
out of committee Now, I never knew Candy, I 
didn't know this was going to happen when all of 
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my party switching and whatnot took place As I 
said yesterday, the Democrats would have given me 
if I wanted a bigger office, if I had said, "I 
want to chair a committee, I want this or that," 
it would have been given to me I asked for 
nothing, except I just wanted to be left alone to 
represent my district I did not ask to have my 
drunk driving bill, but looking back on it, if I 
were the Speaker, I would be making the decision, 
what better way to, number one, reward me without 
ever saying that, and two, to make everyone look 
good And why not give this to a woman 
legislator 9 
Um-hm 

Why not give this to the woman legislator whose 
district Candy lives in 9 So, it all fit together 
It wasn’t as though they had to do anything real 
tough But, there were a couple of legislators, 
male legislators with a lot more seniority, who 
were very angry 
Who were they 9 

I honestly don't remember, I’d have to look back 
at the bills and see I can just remember the 
anger and a couple of closed door meetings where 
they basically said to my face, "Why should you 
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get this 9 " 

Even though she was from your district 
Oh, right, but they ^ust felt that I, this was 
going to put my name on the map, and they knew it 
Um-hm 

And politically, this was going to be landmark 
stuff, and they knew it, and they wanted it, and 
why should I get it 9 

Because it did become a model for other states 
Exactly So, even today, my friends here at Sea 
Ranch have no idea that I'm that Jean They don't 
know that I'm Jean Moorhead In fact, one asked 
if she could see the movie, Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers 

I wanted to ask about the movie It came out m 

1983 didn't it 9 

Yes 

Did you think it was accurate 9 

No And that was about the time that Candy and I 
sort of had a falling out She went ahead and 
admirably put together, not only a statewide 
organization, but a national organization And 
then, the Hollywood rights were sold, I guess, to 
this 

And did Candy sell the rights 9 Did she profit 
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from this 7 

I don't know I don't know that But, I do know 
that when the movie was going to be made, my staff 
person, my administrative assistant, who was the 
person that helped me with the bill—you always 
assign every one of your bills to one your staff, 
and they really honcho all the nitty, gritty, the 
day by day—Jim Schultz was my staff person, and 
he told me that he was contacted by the actor who 
was going to play his part and be interviewed, and 
have input on the mannerisms and everything 
And I thought, how great, some day somebody is 
going to call me Well, instead, we got a phone 
call that Producer X wanted to come and look at my 
office And so, they came and they looked at 
my office, and they saw that I was sort of nutsy 
about plants I had a lot of plants around, and 
so, that was sort of replicated m the movie 
But, I never was consulted about the script, and 
all I heard was, and I can't even remember the 
actress's name, but it was a Broadway actress that 
was brought in 
Was it Paula Prentiss 7 
No, she played another role 
I saw her picture and I wondered if she 
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No I had no input The bottom line is I had no 
input, it was really shot in southern California 
with a mock-up of the Capitol in the city hall of 
someplace down south 
Um-hm 

And so, I didn't see it until this big gala m San 
Francisco where it was shown My husband and I 
and kids went, and I was angry, because Jean 
Moorhead, the legislator, was very misrepresented 
How so 9 

They had Candy testifying, the actress testifying 
as though she were Candy, before a committee, and 
had me be jumping up from my seat in the 
legislature applauding her No legislator ever 
jumps up and applauds someone's testimony before a 
committee 
Um-hm 

You'd be beaten down by your colleagues You 
don't do that And another one, they had Candy 
going to a press conference, and they had the 
legislator, Jean Moorhead, taking Candy's purse 
and her books, and standing at her side, holding 
her purse and books Well, legislators don't 
stand and hold anybody's purse and books It put 
the legislator in this subservient role, and that 
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Candy had almost done this single-handedly And 
it was very misrepresented Dan Walters, I 
believe it was Dan Walters, again interviewed me, 
and I expressed I was unhappy with it I even 
consulted Willie Brown about my legal rights m 
terms of my name being used and everyone else, 
even my staff person, being consulted and me never 
being consulted about the role If anyone had 
shown me what they were going to do, I would have 
said, "That’s not the way the system works " I 
felt that I was representing the entire 
legislature when I was upset about it because 
people were going to see that movie for years, and 
here was going to be a very blatant, wrong 
impression about the role of a legislator, and I 
felt it needed to be corrected 

I went to Willie, and basically, he advised 
me that, yes, I could hire an entertainment 
lawyer, and I probably had some grounds, but on 
the other hand, elected officials have no rights 
In this arena you can be represented m any way, 
and since my staff were not elected officials, 
that * s why they were consulted So, the people 
that did the film knew the law, and that's why 
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Is that stated in law that elected officials 

Somewhere That's why Bill Clinton can be 
lampooned any place, and you can make fun of, or 
misrepresent, any elected official You give up 
that right when you're elected 

So, that's been decided in court, then, I presume 
Yes That was my understanding Then when Candy 
read the Dan Walters report, she let it out to the 
media that I was just sour grapes 
Oh 

And so, I thought, "Great Thank goodness, the 
law's in place, it's going to save lives, and I'm 
getting out of this entertainment business " 

So, we kind of left it on a little bit of a bitter 
note And then pretty soon Candy's own inability 
to run a national organization caught up with her 
Um-hm 

She was then ousted and has had a real rough time 
of it I think a lot of her drive was, she did 
that instead of grieving She alienated the other 
twin who later on worked m the legislature I 
think Candy has had to come full circle I think 
that any parent who crusades this way, it's a lot 
of cover-up for feelings on their own they can't 
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face So, I feel badly that it went that way for 
her I think Candy did a wonderful, wonderful 
service It wasn f t me being badly portrayed, I 
just felt it was such a bad representation of how 
the legislature works Once again, the 
legislature was cast into a role that wasn't true 
Um-hm But did you learn something about 
mobilizing a constituency from that experience' 7 
I learned a lot from that, and I tried it again a 
year or so later 
With CRASH* 7 Is that the one* 7 
Well, that one, too 

I noticed that after that there were several 
groups that seemed to be a mobilization of 
citizens 

The one that I tried that I really didn't get to 
succeed on was "Adult Time for Adult Crime " I 
can't remember which year that comes, but that was 
one, again, where a male constituent came to me, 
and his newly pregnant wife was brutally murdered 
by a neighborhood boy that they had hired to mow 
the lawn This boy came to the house early one 
morning, and wanted his money, pushed his way in, 
and killed the wife The husband was just so 
upset The boy was from a very nice family, no 
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drugs, no broken home, none of the excuses that we 
give to kids, but he was fifteen at the time he 
committed the murder And so, we came up with 
this group, called "Adult Time for Adult Crime " I 
sent him out, and we tried to do the same thing 
We were on several national television shows 
together The problem was that, fortunately, m 
California at that time there were not that many 
families whose loved one had been killed by a 
minor-aged killer 
Um-hm 

So, our numbers were small And we tried writing 
in to the legislators, we tried bringing this, and 
I never got it out of the first committee The 
PTA [Parent-Teachers Association] came after me, 
saying that if a young person kills, who I should 
have been going after m the law was the parents 
because it's the parents * fault if you produce a 
minor-aged killer Well, time has now changed 
that one, too 
That's interesting 

And that legislation, if not m place, someone's 
had it within the last year or so [Senator Bill 
Leonard got it passed in August, 1994 Governor 
[Pete] Wilson signed it m September, 1994 My 
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bill—eleven years later 1 ] I've seen that one, 
too, but the problem, and it was a great 
contrast for me to see was that what worked with 
Candy worked because there were so many 
fatalities, so many drunk drivers out there 

REINIER Um-hm 

DUFFY And we didn't have that many young killers, so it 

was not transferable 

REINIER Did people begin to see you as someone to come to 
with issues like this 7 

DUFFY Yes and no Again, that man was a constituent of 

mine But you can only repeat your same great act 
so many times 

REINIER Yes 

DUFFY I was very fortunate in that I liked the media, 

the media was good to me, and I got a lot of media 
coverage So when I would call a press 
conference, I would get a good turnout I also 
knew how to make the press conference interesting 

REINIER Good, I'd like to talk about that So, you used 
the press 7 

Yes, yes Well, after my husband, George 
Moorhead and I started through our divorce, I then 
was briefly engaged to a media person who had done 
stories on me from a television station in Los 
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Angeles 

That was Leo McElroy 9 

Yes And he taught me a lot He taught me how to 
talk in thirty second sound bites, and how to 
present the issue I got a lot of free advice 
And he helped me stage media events 
Um-hm 

And so, for example, I had a dramshop bill at one 
point in all this drunk driving, making the 
bartender liable I held a press conference m 
the bar across the street from the Capitol, and 
served Virgin Mary drinks to all the press Well, 
what fun for them Do you want to go to a boring 
press conference room and hear somebody read—I 
never read my stuff—or do you want to go across 
the street to a bar and interview the bartender 9 
There's all the side stories to it Another time, 
after I chaired the Committee on Aging and Long 
Term Care, someone made a comment in a hearing 
that we treat our animals better than we treat our 
elderly So, I got the idea—this is how I had 
graduated from Leo giving me ideas—I had the 
idea I remember sitting in L A and writing a 
note to my staff, "Press Conference at the Zoo " 

I saw the picture of that, with the giraffe 
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So, we went to the Zoo, and of course, what better 
than a giraffe 7 I didn't go to the monkey cage, 

I did the giraffe cage That press conference was 

mobbed 

Um-hm 

And the big point was, here we are in the 
Sacramento Zoo, where they do this and this and 
this for their elderly animals And, what do we 
do for our elderly 7 We treat them terribly So, 
it was great fun It worked both ways I had fun 
with the press, they enjoyed those press 
conferences, and I never disliked them They 
were tough on me at campaign time, and sure, you 
develop those that you think like you, but that's 
such a scary word to think in terms of the press 
because the minute you think somebody likes you, 
you're going to reveal too much But all m all, 
my experience with the press was very, very 
positive 

And you learned how to get the press out so you 
had a good attendance 

Yes You make it interesting Leo also taught me 
that the best times to do press conferences were 
on what he referred to as "dead days," dead media 
days, Sunday, the Friday before Christmas, Good 
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Friday So I learned No legislator with the 
family on the week-end wants to have a Sunday 
press conference, but if you do, you're likely to 
get better coverage Now, you're not going to 
get the top reporters there because they're off, 
too, but there's dead space to fill on the five 
o'clock news on Sunday Some worked and some 
didn't work, but I learned a lot 

Did you see any negative aspects of working with 
citizens groups like that‘s 

Oh, sure, the citizens groups will tell you right 
off, as Candy did many times, that she was the one 
that could make or break it I'd have to remind 
her that she was not a legislator, that I could 
drop the bill m a hot minute, too, and she'd be 
dead Oh, yes I think citizens groups are 
better than professional organizations We can 
get into the California Nurses Association, they 
thought they owned me 
Yes 

The citizens groups, at least, basically do it out 
of being naive They care about their cause and 
they're forging ahead, and most of them are 
educable Sometimes, you get the leader, who, I 
think, just by being the leader, has to be a 
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little bit egotistical anyway, and you get right 
up there against a legislators ego, whose whole 
life is getting re-elected So, that’s difficult 
Professional organizations, I think, are tougher 
And I think women’s groups are the toughest on 
women 

Well, let's talk about all of that Let’s talk 
about the nurses first and then the women's 
groups 

The nurses, and it became a problem the longer I 
was m the legislature From their 

standpoint, they say it’s because I became less 
accessible to them, and there may be some truth m 
that Obviously, they were the backbone of my 
first election, and they were there for me every 
election They became more sophisticated, so by 
the last election, they weren't really coming m 
droves to walk that many precincts, but they still 
did it They, by that time, had a big PAC, and 
were able to give me a sizeable check instead of 
coming to numerous fund raisers After the first 
election, as you pointed out yesterday, I had a 
bill about nurses corporations, etc And every 
year, I carried some nursing legislation 


REINIER Um-hm 
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DUFFY I didn't think I was necessarily less responsive 

But, by the last year, they had had a change in 
the government relations office The last two 
years, and as I said earlier on, California Nurses 
Association really was a labor union/professional 
organization, and by 1984 they had become more 
labor union than they were professional 
organization They came to my office, and said 
"We're very unhappy with you You seem to think 
that you can introduce bills without 
[End Tape 4, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 4, Side B] 

REINIER You were talking about your relationship with the 
Nurses Association when we turned the tape over 
DUFFY In the last election we finally had a private 

luncheon where we really verbally slugged it out, 
my point being that as a responsible legislator I 
really represented a lot of people, and I was not 
beholden to nursing, that I did not have to check 
with them before I introduced legislation They 
were trying to say to me, "You are where you are 
because of us, and we want you to check with us " 
We sort of agreed that we would treat each other 
with more respect They did endorse me and they 
did come m with money, but again, it left this 
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sort of bitter feeling in my mouth I guess, 
looking back on it now, they were just flexing 
their new political muscle I was getting weary, 

I was not carrying as much nursing legislation, 
and we had just gotten tired of one another 
Had you outgrown the nursing association a little 
bit and become more independent as a legislator 7 
Yes I was not so focused on being a nurse, I was 
focused on generally trying to be a good 
legislator I had learned these other issues, by 
that time I was heading a committee on Aging and 
Long-Term Care, I was very involved m Alzheimer's 
disease legislation I had done all these other 
things and I was not so focused on them I think 
that's what they objected to 
I was tantalized by your mentioning women's 
groups Tell me about that 

Of course, the very first problem I had with 
women's groups was before my very, very first 
election—here I was this little green Republican- 
-when the women's groups said to me, "What is your 
ballot designation 7 " That's when my ballot 
designation was "Nurse, Educator, Mother " They 
said to me, "Take that Mother off of that ballot 
designation," of the three words to describe what 
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you were I said, "I will not Nurse, educator, 
mother are the three things that I am that are the 
most important to me " They said, "No male 
legislator puts down Father, so don't be 
ridiculous " I said, "I don't care " That 
started me off on the wrong foot I have never 
again been active in anything So I was not 
involved with women's groups 

After I was there and was being called on to 
speak at a lot of places and attend a lot of 
functions The one I really remember is my 

daughter Lorna was m grade school and she was 
performing m a play I believe nothing is as 
important as being in the audience when your kid 
is in a play There was a women' s group I was 
supposed to be with that night, not as the main 
speaker but on a panel or something I called and 
I told them that I couldn't be there I was sure 
they would understand, and they didn't understand 
at all They said, "You don't come and you don't 
do this, and we probably will pull our endorsement 
of you " And I said, "Fine, you just pull it " 
Which group was that 9 

I don't even remember, I honestly don't remember 
I found it was sort of typical that I could back 
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out of doing something with a men' s group—and 
maybe because they didn't have much expectation 
that you'd follow through—and they'd say, "Oh, 
sure, we'll get somebody else " But the women, a 
little bit like the nurses, it was "You're there 
because of us " I certainly wasn't there because 
of any one of the women's groups They had not 
liked me particularly as a Republican, they had 
barely tolerated me They liked me better as a 
Democrat, but then didn't think I was liberal 
enough I didn't really care, by '84 I had become 
confident enough or maybe cocky enough that I 
could say, "Here's my record, here's my votes on 
issues, and if you don't like it, then fine 
Endorse my opponent " 

Did you think of yourself as a feminist^ 

No, no I had someone tell my husband recently 
that when you look at Jean's record, it's a great 
feminist record He said, "Don't ever call her a 
feminist " I didn't think I was crusading m any 
great way for women I was just sort of 
crusading, I guess First of all, I didn't think 
what I did was unusual I've only in the last few 
months, as I've talked careers with other people, 
have come to understand that maybe I have had an 
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exciting unusual career I've never thought that 
what I did was that different While I was doing 
it, I didn't think that I was doing anything real 
different 

It may be how you define feminist, too 
I guess, I guess In my mind I only see those who 
are raging against men, whereas I prefer to work 
with men But was I going to be an equal to 
Gordon Duffy 7 You bet I was not going to be the 
little secretary, I was not going to be the little 
nurse I was not going to be anything except 
equal As we talked yesterday, I was going to 
wear what I wanted to work, I was not going to be 
like a man If those are feminist ways, then I 
guess I am, but I didn't feel like I fit the 
label 

It's interesting because if you define feminism as 
increasing equality and autonomy for women, you 
certainly were doing that 

Um-hm, but as I say, the word had a negative 
connotation to me, I guess because of the 
methodology that so many women early on 
used 

Of course, this was in the late seventies, which 
is an important point m the context of 
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contemporary feminism 
That's right 

I'm also really interested in the family issues 
It is in 1981 that you and George separate What 
you said to the press at that point was that 
politics had a role in that separation If you 
wouldn't mind talking about that, I think that's 
extremely interesting 

Politics was the reason for the separation The 
bottom line is that the reason I got out of 
politics when Gordon and I married was that I was 
not about to let the same thing happen with that 
marriage 

What does politics do to a marriage 7 
It, first of all, sets you up on the pedestal As 
I mentioned, when I was first elected, people 
thought George was the legislator We laughed 
about it I didn't realize that he found that 
very flattering More and more, as I became more 
secure as a legislator, I would say to him, "I 
don't need you to go to these cocktail parties 
with me after work Please go home and fix the 
kids a nutritious dinner " I did not understand, 

I didn't stop to think that when he was with me at 
events, not only did we talk, but there was some 
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equality in the relationship He got some strokes 
out of being the legislator's husband When I 
sent him home to be the babysitter and a cook and 
start the load of wash, I think he felt like he 
was being shoved into the background 

So to make up for that what he started to do 
was—the wives of legislators had a legislators' 
wives club, and no one had ever challenged that— 
so George decided to attend their meeting and 
challenge them to make it a legislative spouse 
club And so they did, they thought George was 
great I didn't really think that was so great 
because more and more, George was at the Capitol 
I would come back from a meeting and George would 
be in my office sitting m my chair I would 
literally have to ask him to please leave and go 
back to his own office He began sort of living 
vicariously through me This is the hindsight of 
a lot of years, I didn't understand at the time 
All I knew was to have to come back in and throw 
him out was annoying I thought he was a little 
desperate and silly trying to be a part of this 
wives club I didn't understand it So it 
created friction and eventually a split 


I am very lucky in my life that I have very 
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little that I would do over again, but that is 
probably the worst error and the least sensitive 
thing that I have ever done, the handling of the 
break-up with George I felt so badly about it 
that m 1983 we reconciled 
I saw that, yes 

That was very difficult because I had been engaged 
then to Leo McElroy I spent time with a 
counselor trying to figure out why I couldn't 
figure out what I wanted to do and learned that 
being unable to make a decision is a decision of 
sorts I had to get that through counseling I 
decided that I would go back with George, and so 
we reconciled m *83 and made a press statement 
about it, went back together In that I learned 
an important lesson m life That is, you can 
never go back You can not go back a couple of 
years and pick up because I was in the same job 
and we were in the same situation Although he 
started to go to more events with me, it was 
obvious that it couldn't work He and I are still 
very good friends 

I was going to ask if you parted friends 

Yes We parted friends He had known me almost 

from the time I met Gordon, and Gordon had been 
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our friend throughout all of this—friend and then 
wouldn't talk—so Gordon had a thread through my 
life in there George and Gordon are good 
friends George spends many Thanksgivings and 
Christmases with us, and so Lorna has never, 
except way back when she was little and doesn't 
remember a lot of it, seen George and I not work 
m concert with one another She's never been 
able to play one parent against the other In the 
work I'm doing now, the volunteer work I'm doing 
now, which involves emergency medical care, and 
George headed the office of emergency medical 
services for the state, the person I'm working 
with for advice is my ex-husband, George Moorhead, 
as of today 

Did this have an impact on the other children 7 Or 
did they weather it pretty well 7 
They weathered it They were very little when 
their father and I divorced George to them was 
always the stepfather During the period that 
George and I were splitting up my son Glenn went 
to live with his father in Auburn, where my other 
two sons were, because my first husband, Ernest 
McElderry got all the boys involved m sports, 
which led them all to getting scholarships, etc 
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By that time—when we jump back and talk about 
reapportionment—I made sure I got Auburn, which 
is another move that is considered really stupid 
on my part But I got Auburn because my kids 
lived there, and they, then, were my constituents 
They couldn't vote or anything At the time of 
all this split, it was really my two daughters 
My oldest daughter, Janet, is my best friend She 
and I, when she was a teen-ager, fourteen, 
fifteen, sixteen, and I was going through all of 
this, many times Janet and I did things together 
Her resolve in life is to have only one marriage 
[Laughter] And she is happily married 
Oh, that's good I want to talk about 
reapportionment, but before we do that, moving on 
to 1982—and I think this is m a way a women's 
issue as well—you did get into a conflict with 
Adriana Gianturco 
Um-hm 

I thought this was interesting, too There was a 
group involved m the widening of the intersection 
of Highways 99 and 70 

Now that's a great big freeway 
Yes, but again it was parents forming a group 
after the death of a child 
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Yes Again, my district office and my staff and 

I, now we knew how to do this 

Yes 

We knew that we had to make Adriana squirm She 
had just decided that that was never going to be a 
priority This was a little rural road, and so 
what that somebody had died We got her on tape 
saying, "There haven't been enough deaths at this 
intersection to warrant us doing anything about 
it " She handed me a great line, I could rage 
against that "How could this woman know the 
value of the life of one child'?" So I could just 
get on my soap box This was mobilizing people m 
a small geographic area, but they were vocal, they 
were verbal, we got hats This is when Leo 
McElroy was in my life, and he knows how to work 
the media We had that press conference out at 
the site We actually then got CalTrans 
[California Department of Transportation] at one 
point to give me the tapes that they have of the 
intersection When I presented this, I had to 
show that this was a problem area Actually, it 
was through the Highway Patrol, I think, who were 
always my good buddies, that had a helicopter film 
cars where this truck just literally pushed a car 
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off the side of the road Great documentation 
So everything came together, and Adriana was ^ust 
a wonderful target 

She was fighting with the California 
Transportation Commission because she wanted to 
promote her own agenda That group was CRASH 
Did CRASH continue* 7 

I don't think so I don't know I saw that 
intersection not too long ago, and it's now 
complete, overpass and everything But again, it 
would have been lost because when you look at the 
California Transportation Commission's list of 
priorities It would be like trying to get 

something here for Sea Ranch And I utilize some 
of those skills here 

Really You really have mastered those skills 
I haven't forgotten how you do that 
[Laughter] That's very interesting Now we 
should talk about reapportionment because another 
bill that comes is you're involved in the Placer 
County Water Agency, the bill allowing them to 
sell electricity directly to consumers, 
eliminating PG&E [Pacific Gas and Electric 
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Company] as a broker 1 

That was after I got Placer County 

Yes So let’s talk about reapportionment and how 

you got Placer County This is [Congressman A 

Phillip] Phil Burton's [reapportionment] plan in 

1982, after the 1980 election 

Yes Right after the '80 election I was still a 
Republican I got called in and told where my 
district was going to go because I was a 
Republican They said, "Oh, you have proven as a 
Republican that you can win anything We are 
going to push your district to Marysville and Yuba 
City " I said, "Oh no, you're not I don't want 
to have anything to do with Marysville and Yuba 
City I live in Sacramento You are going to 
give me Marysville and Yuba City to make this safe 
for somebody else " 

Was that to punish you 7 

No, I don't know that it was to punish me because 
actually Marysville and Yuba City numberwise had 
more Republicans in it It was just going to be 
inconvenient Then I switched parties Nothing 
had moved along Then I switched parties, and all 
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of a sudden I’m called in and I'm going to hear 
what the Democrats are going to do The Democrats 
said, "We really have a problem, Jean, because we 
want to get [Assemblyman Phillip] Phil Isenberg 
elected We need to take away from you your 
strong Democratic area, downtown, around the 
river, we are going to take all that away from 
you But you are so good, you can win"—both 
parties are giving me the same line of baloney— 
"you can win anywhere So, where do you want to 
go*?" 

Well, I knew I wasn't interested in 
Marysville and Yuba City My kids lived with 
their father m Auburn, and I said, "I want to go 
into Placer County, up to and including Auburn " 
"Auburn 7 " They said, "Roseville makes some sense" 
because Roseville had traditionally been a strong 
labor, railroad town, "that’s a good place for you 
to go Got some new stuff over here on the other 
side of the highway, but you can deal with that " 
But they said, "You’re crazy, Auburn has never 
been won by a Democrat " And I said, "Oh, good, 
you just said the magic word for me, ’never ' I 
want Auburn " So they said, "OK, we’re giving you 
what you want " So they gave me what then became 
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a very marginal district And the Democrats who 
knew me said, "Oh, now you've really cut off your 
nose to spite your face " Reporters said to me 
when I'd tell the story I'd say, "I am 

creating a fair district I hate this 
partisanship stuff If I can't win it, when 
people know what I have done, they can throw me 
out When I leave it, it's going to be one hell 
of a race It's going to be a fair and open race, 
and that's what I'm trying to create, a fair 
district " And then I'd say, "My kids live in 
Auburn " The reporters would say, "Can they 
vote* 3 " [Laughter] And I'd say, "Oh, no, they're 
in high school " They look at me like, "You're an 
idiot " Everybody else was scrambling to make a 
safe seat, and this incumbent is making a 
difficult seat 

You went from a district that was 75 percent 
Democratic, which you won as a Republican, to one 
that was only 53 7 percent Democratic 
Right, and dropping every year like a bomb Now 
it's a very heavily Republican district That was 
just the beginning, it was just beginning to 
change That's why that 1982 race when Peggy 
Grenz ran was very interesting 
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Yes That is very interesting, and so we should 
talk about that In 1982 there's so much going on 
here that really seems to affect the situation 
We should mention that this is also when there is 
a drive to recall [Chief Justice] Rose [Elizabeth] 
Bird, so crime is such a significant issue You 
come out against [Proposition] Prop 8, the Gann 
Initiative, the "Victim's Bill of Rights 1,1 I 
just wondered why you opposed that, do you 
remember that 7 
I don't remember 

And then, of course, the budget crisis is on at 
this time Let's talk about election 1982 when 
you are running against your erstwhile friend 
She's running against me 
Oh' 

Incumbents are never running against someone, she 
is always running against you 
Challenging you 

Peggy Grenz is running against me That was 
vindictive, she was mad and the party was mad 
Because you switched parties 


Proposition 8, June, 1982 
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Oh, of course I remember going to an event, it's 
a big, big event every spring m Sacramento, local 
event, and I was introduced in one of the big 
ballrooms, everyone is introduced When I stood 
up, there were some boos That was the first time 
in my life when I had ever been booed, and I was 
really upset I said that to a couple of my 
Republican friends, and they said, "What do you 
expect 0 Here people worked really hard, you're 
the first Republican ever elected in that seat, 
and you switch parties What do you think people 
are supposed to do 0 " This is where it gets all 
mixed up I thought they cared about Jean 
Moorhead, that they didn't care whether there was 
an "R" or a "D" after my name What I came to 
learn was that it could be any warm body, as long 
as it has either the "R" or the "D," depending 
where you are There is no such thing as people 
liking you, there are no friends to be made in 
politics That was a very hard lesson for me to 
learn So I was still smarting from that, I 
didn't understand why they didn't understand why I 
switched parties 

That was a very partisan election m Sacramento 
because there were very right-wing Republican 
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candidates that were put up against Phil Xsenberg 
and [Assemblyman] Lloyd [G ] Connelly, as well as 
you And [State Senator] John Doolittle was 
running in the Sixth Senate District 
That's the way my district was going, it was going 
the way of the John Doolittles Peggy was 
actually Her anger, I think, got m her 

way I had the advantage of incumbency I now 
had two elections, I knew how to campaign We'd 
go head to head, I loved debating her She's not 
a legislator It was tough on me personally 
because her campaign headquarters was where I had 
moved to a condominium in Citrus Heights Her 
headquarters, I had to go by it twice a day going 
to work, and so it was tough 
Did you move to be closer to Auburn* 3 
No, I moved because I decided to give up my house 
and move into a condominium I moved to stay in 
my district, of course, but I really picked the 
area It had a lot of trees, it was very quiet 
and peaceful, I had three decks and trees and 
tranquility That's what I wanted besides a place 
here at Sea Ranch As I say, bottom line is I am 
really an introvert All of this external going 
out and shaking hands and dealing with groups is 
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really learned, it is not me Left to my own 
devices, I wouldn't move off this porch 
I wanted to ask you something else, too You are 
certainly under a lot of stress at this time Did 
you have ways that you handled that 9 
Not really I was a runner Another legislator 
in ’79 had given me a book on running, and so I 
was a jogger But I rarely had time to do it I 
was one of those, it was out every night, get up 
every morning, fly into the office, do this and 
that and the other thing No, m fact, I 
developed sometime in there something that I 
described as "flutters" m my heart They did a 
stress test and they said I was fine, and the 
recommendation was, "Reduce your stress " In 
those days, that's about how they left it, "Reduce 
your stress " On vacations and whatnot I got 
away, coming over here to Sea Ranch was my 
getaway 

Was that when you bought the house at Sea Ranch 9 
I bought it the day after I was elected m '78 
It was like I knew what was coming I became less 
and less willing to go to things That's another 
thing that begins to happen, not so much in the 
•82 campaign After the ’82 campaign when someone 
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would say, "You have to go to an event on 
Saturday," I would reply and say, "I don't have to 
do anything " They say, "But your next campaign 

" And I'd say, "Tough " So I started 
drawing more solid limits on what I would do and 
not do And that makes you the worst kind of 
candidate That's what they hate That first 
election, when they said, "Go walk precincts," I'd 
run out there and walk the precincts with the 
kids Now they'd tell me to walk a precinct and 
I'd say, "I don't want to I don't need to do 
that " And they'd think, "You're getting uppity 
That's how you're gonna lose " I'd say "If 
people don't understand what I have done, then 
they can vote for Peggy Grenz " And they'd say, 
"Don't do that " 

Leo was a part of that campaign m 1982, and 
we had tremendous TV coverage It was all around 
all the drunk driving things that I had done I 

had wonderful media coverage and great spots I 

point that out because in '84 I had crummy spots 
We should say, what was so great about the '82 
spots'* 

They talked about my accomplishments I had 
accomplished a lot in '80 and *81 They talked 
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about what I had done, talked about what I had 
done for Placer County, talked about what I had 
done with CRASH, talked about the drunk driving 
bill I had a list of what I had done as long as 
your arm 

You were really sailing in the legislature then 
Yes, yes So it really focused on that That was 
key In *84 the same Democratic consultant 
decided to focus on my kids, me as the nice 
mother, and that almost backfired, almost cost me 
the election People don't care if you*re a nice 
mother, they want to know if you can do anything 
in the legislature 

Why do you think that you got that advice 7 
Because [Richard] Richie Ross, who was running the 
campaign at that time, was fascinated by my kids 
"You have these great teen-agers They're just 
great " And Lorna did this wonderful spot She 
probably pulled it out for me She did this spot 
walking m the legislature and putting up my 
microphone and saying, "My mother is a 
legislator " Lorna will probably be an actress, 
and that was her debut, she was great 
And then you were with your boys in a field with a 


cow 7 
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DUFFY Oh, yes We laugh about that now That was 

dreadful That was an attempt to show that I was 
a single working mom, and that I worried about the 
milk bill just like all the rest of you single 
working moms Then they had one where Janet comes 
home after a date 
[End Tape 4, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 5, Side A] 

REINIER Jean, on the last tape we were talking about your 
1984 campaign and you were saying that you thought 
it was a mistake that you portrayed your family so 
clearly in the ads 

DUFFY There was a big mistake I made, too, and that was 

that I gave the campaign over to the campaign 
people instead of being involved I didn't know 
what X was doing in '78, but I was involved 
twenty-four hours a day in it Same thing pretty 
much m '80 definitely m '82 because that was 
the first campaign as a Democrat and I felt I 
really had to win I think that campaign was 
probably the best campaign In '84 I was a little 
blase and getting burned out Again, I had the 
same people handling my campaign At first they 
decided to show me as the tough chair of a 
committee They shot a commercial m a smoke- 
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filled room They shot it at seven o'clock m the 
morning at the Capitol, and they had all men 
sitting in the hearing room, smoke all over the 
place, all male legislators and me with my gavel 
When we reviewed it, it came across as I was a 
tough, mean bitch They knew that wasn't going to 
work 

So the campaign people just went 180 degrees 
in the other direction and decided that what was 
really unique was that I had these great kids 
And so they decided to do these commercials 
portraying me as a wonderful mother, but I didn't 
say anything about what I was doing as a 
legislator, which had been so successful in '82 
My opponent that campaign was Tim Leslie, and he 
portrayed himself as Mr Nice Guy, Mr 
Christianity, wonderful father 

He was a Sacramento County supervisor, wasn't he’ 
No, he was a realtor Ted Sheedy was the opponent 
that I had who was a supervisor Tim Leslie put 
himself m the mold of John Doolittle That's 
what he was going to be like 
He was supported by both Gann and [Governor 
George] Deukmejian 

Deukmej lan was one of those who never got over my 
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party switch Deukmejian never forgave me for 
that Tim was just Mr Nice Guy, he was just so 
nice I just wanted to slap him He ran that kind 
of campaign They decided, therefore, that I 
couldn't come across as this tough woman, that I 
had to be equally as nice That's what didn't 
really work because nice wasn't telling the voters 
what I had been doing 

Tim then started playing hardball I had been 
very, very sick during that two year period of 
time m June when a lot of votes are cast 
Hundreds of votes are cast every legislative 
session, and I had a very bad case of strep 
throat No campaign had ever, ever used illness 

before If a legislator had missed votes or 

somebody was ill, that was never spoken about 
Our good old Christian Tim broke that He took 
out a full page ad saying that I had missed 666 
votes Well, he used the 666, the sign of the 
devil, and listed in this ad all these votes that 
I had missed, and then added, "She only lives 
eighteen miles from the Capitol, and she takes the 
per diem " That was a time the voters were upset 
about legislators spending money All of us had 
always taken the per diem, the difference was that 
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those of us who lived m Sacramento paid taxes on 
the per diem Legislators living as close in as 
Davis did not pay on that So I always declared 
it, paid taxes on it, and yes, it was part of the 
cost of doing business 

I was taking a nose dive in the polls because 
they decided that maybe I wasn't as responsive 
We pulled out all of my media ability in that 
campaign at the very end and did a press 
conference outside of the emergency room of the 
hospital that I had gone to with my strep throat, 
had my record there, and turned my record over to 
the press, which they never thought I would do 
It listed your height and your weight and your 
blood pressure The Leslie campaign just never 
thought 1 1 d do that 
Your medical records 

My medical records I turned my medical records 
right over to the press, and I said, "Here's where 
I was This is as sick as I was Has no working 
person ever been sick'*" The reason it was so many 
votes is you vote with one push of your button a 
vote that's called the consent calendar You vote 
a hundred bills m a fell swoop And so I missed 


a week”* I missed six hundred votes 
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Un-huh 

But you can't explain consent calendars in a 
thirty second TV spot What I could get over was 
that I had been wronged by Mr Nice Guy And 
finally, the campaign began to turn a little bit 
But it was never a campaign where I talked my 
issues I blame myself for not being involved 
with the campaign people I was letting them do 
what they love to do, that is manage the 
candidate, mold the candidate They love that 
So you would tell somebody else to get right there 
and not let that happen to them 

Absolutely If they decide that you are supposed 
to be this wonderful mother I know I was a 

good mom, OK, put my kids in the TV spots It was 
kind of fun doing it, the kids and I got to be 
together But I let them mold me in a way that 
was not right, and you can't do that 
I think that's very interesting because Geraldine 
Ferraro was running [for United States vice 
president] m 1984 

Yes, she came to Sacramento and I met her 

She certainly wasn't presenting herself as a 
mother m that campaign And yet in 1994 someone 
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like [United States Senator] Patty Murray, running 
for the senate, seems to have been successful m 
presenting herself as a mom m tennis shoes 
Maybe there's been an important change 
I think there has, and I think it turns a little 
bit on the role of men and women I think men 
found it behooved them to talk about their kids m 
their campaigns Go back to '78 where NOW 
[National Organization for Women] was saying to 
me, "Get that mother designation off the ballot " 
It would probably be very acceptable now to put 
"Father" or "Mother" on the ballot because family 
has become important Then it was show that you 
can do it in spite of your family Now it's do it 
with your family 
Yes, that's important 

And maybe my 1 84 TV spots were way ahead of their 
time 

Do you think they may have been 7 

But what we were getting in the telephone polling 
is, "What has she done'* Yeah, we know she did the 
drunk driving stuff, but that was the last 
campaign What has she done 7 What has she been 
doing 7 So what if she has a teen-ager who's out 
at night 7 " Another one, they had my sons doing a 



183 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


car wash thing They [the commercials] 311 st were 
not good, they were not good So we tried to play 
catch-up, and, as I say, I 3 ust got more irritated 
with the process instead of willing to be involved 
in it And you can't do that either 
But you did win, you 3 ust barely squeaked through 
by 1,682 votes 

Um-hm I was real angry, I thought, "How dare my 
constituents do that to me’" At that point I had 
given them six years of my life, and that's what 
you get That was the attitude I had, "How dare 
they * 3 How dare they 9 " I knew it was going to be 
my last term because you can't go around with that 
kind of an attitude 

But you were in your new district, so it was a 
tougher district 

It was a very tough district, and that's where 
people were saying, "You sort of did it to 
yourself " The district was changing rapidly, new 
homes were going up on the other side of 
Roseville, big new luxurious homes They were all 
Republicans The numbers were 3 ust changing 
dramatically Although I was as conservative and 
tough on crime as ever, every story that was 
written about me was, "Jean Moorhead, who switched 
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parties, da, da, da " 

So nobody really forgave you 
[Interruption] 

Jean, one thing that we haven't talked about yet 
is your chairing that committee on Aging and Long- 
Term Care How did you happen to get that 
committee assignment 7 

After the '82 election, and that was, of course, 
my first win as a Democrat, I had been there long 
enough to chair a committee My goal and my 
desire was to chair a big committee, chair Health 
Committee Health was the one I was normally 
headed for, but I was not to get Health Committee 
The Speaker was really looking around for another 
committee to give me I had chaired the 
subcommittee on Allied Health Professions for 
years, but I was ready to have a full committee 
Why weren't you going to get Health Committee 7 
Because it was already promised to someone else 
The Speaker had promised it to [Assemblyman] 

Curtis [R ] Tucker, they were long time allies 
I wasn't going to get it So they told me I could 
have the committee on Aging and Long-Term Care 
Art Agnos had had the committee, and he had sort 
of said, "You can make that whatever you want to 
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make it " [State] Senator Henry [J ] Mello m the 
senate had made aging sort of his theme I wasn't 
really excited about Aging and Long-Term Care, and 
sure enough, when I asked the Speaker for a list 
of those who had signed up for it—you kind of 
wrote on a very private sheet to the Speaker your 
wish list—he admitted that no one had signed up 
for it No legislator wanted to face their own 
aging and long-term care, and certainly it was not 
a juice committee No money was going to flow 
into Aging and Long-Term Care The only group 
with any money that came before that committee was 
the nursing home industry, and, of course, they 
were always screaming that they didn't have money 
Before profits, maybe, they did, but it was not 
like the other committees 

I reluctantly took the chairmanship because 
you got some other perks You got more staff, you 
got a larger office And so I did all those 
things, inherited a staff of people, and slowly 
got interested m the issue Again, started by 
holding hearings m four areas of the state to 
find out what people wanted to talk about with 
regard to budget cuts for the elderly, and was 
able to turn that into quite an effective media 
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event, and began to get known So then it wasn't 
so bad The longer I had the committee, the more 
involved I got, but it was never a committee where 
I was going to get a lot of money in terms of 
campaign contributions That just didn't happen 
It is interesting, though, that was a time when 
geriatric training was beginning to be important, 
and I notice that you did some bills m providing 
geriatric training at universities 

Right, right But it was still not popular, and I 
had to drag the committee members there to get a 
quorum I'd have to threaten them to get them to 
show up In terms of real public policy, I 
couldn't get people real jazzed about geriatric 
care It's not a real zippy item It was not one 
that the press covered, no one could grandstand 
It was kind of hard work and drudgery Until we 
got into the area of Alzheimer's disease, and then 
I had some hearings that were memorable, that were 
meaningful, that were tear-jerkers 
What did they focus on 9 Treatment 7 Family 
members with Alzheimer's disease 7 
Right, right The families would bring their 
family members They also took a look at the fact 
that at that point m time if you had a loved one 
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diagnosed as Alzheimer's and you put your loved 
one into a nursing home, you had to spend down all 
your money And so you ended up the with the 
surviving spouse being impoverished I couldn't 
believe that, so I stepped m and got a bill 
through saying that at the point in time you go 
into a nursing home your community property is 
divided and you don't have to go get a divorce 1 
People to beat the system were going to get a 
divorce after they had been married fifty, sixty 
years 

Some people had to sell their homes 
There was a lot So those I could get bi-partisan 
support for because I could get the Republicans to 
understand that it was not in the state's best 
interest to impoverish two people and have two 
people on welfare instead of one, putting the 
loved one on a welfare tax system when half of 
their community assets ran out So I got very 
involved At the same time my own mother started 
showing symptoms of Alzheimer's disease, m point 
of fact died just last November You can only 
diagnose Alzheimer's on autopsy I just got the 
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autopsy report within the last month, and it did 
say Alzheimer's disease I had a real interest 
even then because I could almost see where she was 
going Some of the geriatric training programs 
that I did, I did with the people that were giving 
me counseling and advice as to what I should be 
doing with my own mother So I developed a real 
personal interest in the subject 

A lot of my bills never got through the 
California legislature 1 One of the things that 
was most exciting for me was to be called back by 
the Illinois legislature as a role model for their 
Alzheimer's disease program I went back and 
testified in front of the Illinois legislature and 
went to a hearing that they had on Alzheimer's 
disease They took my package of bills and they 
got them through the legislature 

REINIER Why couldn't you get them through the California 
legislature 7 

DUFFY Money It was a dreary subject I even tried the 

approach in the senate of saying, "All of you 
sitting here, 80 percent of you are going to have 


'A B 2679, 1983-1984 Reg Sess (1984), A B 2733, 1983- 
1984 Reg Sess , Cal Stat , ch 1599 (1984), A B 3155, 1983- 
1984 Reg Sess (1984) 
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it and 3 0 percent of you exhibit the symptoms 
right now M [Laughter] They didn't like that 
It was money, money was tight and tough And you 
weren't going to get much for that kind of a vote 
Who was going to come out and vote for me 
overwhelmingly in the next election' 5 I didn't use 
my postcards, I didn't use that technique with the 
Alzheimer's disease Maybe I should have 
What technique is that* 5 

The idea of having everybody with an Alzheimer's 
family member write their legislator 
As you did with MADD 

Right, I didn't use that Maybe I should have I 

got some of the bills through I was quite 

encouraged by that, but I thought it was very 

interesting that more of my bills actually passed 

in Illinois than passed m California 

That was interesting You started in 1983, right 7 

After the '82 election, so I chaired the committee 

from the beginning of '83 though '86 

Through '86 By 1985 your marriage with George is 

really over and m March of 1985 you and Gordon 

Duffy marry 

Right The marriage to George was basically over, 
like I mentioned, very shortly into the fall of 
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*83 after we reconciled George and I made a very 
conscious pact to stay together through my '84 
election only for the purposes of looking good 
We weren't going to divorce or anything 
Meanwhile, Gordon and I knew we would marry, but 
Gordon in '84 was m the governor's cabinet and 
going to fund-raisers for Tim Leslie 
Un-huh 

Much to my chagrin Obviously Gordon was seeing 
me, but we were just very, very careful That was 
a real difficult time George and I went to all 
the political functions together, and then I would 
know that I would be talking to Gordon about what 
had gone on at a Tim Leslie function For Gordon 
it was very difficult because he didn't want to be 
caught in that sort of a position Right after 
the election m 1984 we knew we were going to move 
ahead very fast After what we thought was the 
minimal appropriate time we got engaged in 
February of '85 and then got married in March of 
'85 and had a big reception in the Capitol 
rotunda, which turned out to be another media 
event Everyone came It was so interesting 
because, of course, the governor and Gloria 
Deukmejian came My staff was saying to me, 
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"Position yourself near George Deukmejian so we 
can get pictures to use m the next campaign " 

And George Deukmejian knew that I was trying to 
get next to him, so it was not ^ust your normal 
wedding reception I'm trying to parlay this into 
pictures that can be used in a campaign, my staff 
is giving me eye contact to get closer to the 
governor, and the governor is dodging me like the 
plague and standing next to Gordon so that there 
will be no pictures that can be used to imply an 
endorsement, which is exactly what your staff 
tries to do Even at the height of this wonderful 
wedding reception there were still all the 
political overtones getting ready for the next 
race I was about 99 percent sure at that point I 
wasn't going to run 
Oh, you were 

Yes I had accomplished everything I had set out 
to do I had learned a lot after that bruising 
'84 campaign Either I had to give it 100 percent 
of my attention or I was going to be in trouble 
I didn't want to give it 100 percent of my 
attention So I thought the only good thing to do 
was to see that term through and leave, but I knew 
not to announce it right then 
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When you married Gordon was still part of 
Deukmejian's administration, when did he retire 
from that and become a lobbyist 9 

About June of '85 He had been encouraged to go 
into lobbying Paul Pnolo, who had been our 
colleague, had a lobbying firm and he was 
encouraging Gordon to join him It was difficult 
The governor would have a cabinet dinner, well, 
here I was I was the wife I was also the only 
Democrat The press just loved that, they said, 
"Hey," you know I said, "Look, this is a social 
event They're not talking their big policy I 
can assure you that Gordon and I have a lot better 
things to talk about when we're together Am I 
going to sneak some tidbit from the governor's 
office and rush it to the Democratic caucus 9 " But 
it was uncomfortable for Gordon It wasn't for 
me, it was kind of fun [Laughter] He saw the 
money that you make in government and financially 
what you could do in lobbying if you were 
successful, and so he joined Paul Pnolo 
In June of '85 
In June of '85 

And then there was that period when you were still 
m the legislature and he was a lobbyist Was 
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there conflict of interest there 9 
No I know Dan Walters did a column on whether 
there was a conflict There was absolutely none 
If there was ever a conflict, it was the previous 
one where I could have learned things from the 
governor's office and put them into the 
legislative process When Gordon was lobbying, 
no I was doing my health thing, I was doing my 
Alzheimer's disease, and, as I say, there were no 
lobbying contracts in that business They raised 
the whole question of who paid when we went to 
lunch, with Gordon buying my lunch, therefore, was 
he reporting that on a FPPC form 9 It was so 
ludicrous I just paid for lunch when we'd go to 
lunch, it would go on my bill 

One of the articles said that you did put together 
a pre-nuptial agreement 
We did 

Was that because of these possible 

No That became a real convenient thing to 
say We put together a pre-nuptial agreement 
because I had five children and two previous 
marriages and he had five children and two 
previous marriages, and it just seemed like a 
smart thing to do Now, nine years later that 



agreement has been totally ripped up and is no 
longer around 


194 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


REINIER 


DUFFY 


But that really didn't have anything to do with 
it 

No We would say that, and there was truth to 
that He came to live in my house and I owned the 
house, he paid me rent Things were all divided 
like that, but there was never a conflict That 
just became a convenient thing to write about 
Yes What made you decide, then, that you really 
wanted to leave the legislature 9 
As I mentioned earlier, I really think that the 
legislative requirements for your time so much 
destroyed my marriage to George Moorhead that I 
was not willing any longer to give that sort of 
energy into the legislature The one thing that 
tempted me that we haven't talked about is the day 
that my seatmate, Bill Leonard, announced to the 
colleagues that I was now Mrs Duffy I instantly 
was visited by the Speaker and a couple of others 
at my seat m the legislature, telling me that, of 
course, I could not change my name Your name m 
politics is your ticket, and I was Jean Moorhead 
What was this Mrs Duffy stuff 9 I hadn't done a 
lot of thinking about it until, again, somebody 
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said, "You can’t do that You can not survive 
politically " So I instantly made the decision I 
would be Jean Duffy 
Not even Jean Moorhead Duffy 

No No hyphens, no nothing So my staff very 
ingeniously, I thought—the idea was your district 
won’t know who you are—started answering the 
phone, "Assemblywoman Duffy's office " We took 
all the letterhead with Jean Moorhead on it and 
sent it back to the printer and had a line put 
through the Moorhead and Duffy inserted We got 
rid of nothing that said Moorhead, but instead 
crossed through it and put Duffy And you know my 
district was real smart, they knew who I was 
They figured it out 

They figured it out So that was never going to 
be a problem We started having campaign events, 
we started gearing up We had a couple of 
campaign picnics and we took my great big Moorhead 
sign and wrote Duffy across the top Everybody 
thought I was being real good about recycling my 
old stuff, and so it was going to get me points 
that way, that I was not throwing everything out 
So we were gearing up, Tim Leslie was going to run 
again I would have really beat him that time 
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because I knew the mistakes I made m *84, and my 
accomplishments would have been right out there 
But I also knew that I had to do it 100 
percent I had to be 100 percent involved m my 
campaign, I had to be 100 percent involved in all 
of that, and I did not want to do it any longer 
I wanted to spend time with Gordon, I wanted to be 
free to do what we wanted to do, and there was 
nothing else I needed to accomplish I did not 
want a higher office, I did not want a statewide 
office, I was ready to get out 

Gordon and I took a honeymoon when the 
legislature went into recess, we went to Scotland 
in the fall of *85, and made the decision 
definitely We decided that we would go into 
business together, and we would call it Duffy and 
Duffy, again equality So when I got back from 
Scotland we held a press conference and I 
announced that I would leave Sure enough, what X 
thought came true It was an enormous fight 
because the district could be won by either party 
An enormous fight ensued, and I basically stayed 
out of it I didn't get very involved in my 
successors' campaigns and really walked away from 
the legislature 
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Who won that election m your district 7 
Tim Leslie 

Tim Leslie, the Republican 

It went Republican then and it has stayed 

Republican since 

Um-hm So it would have been a tough race 
It wouldn’t have been a tough race for me because 
I knew all the secrets about Tim Leslie, and I 
knew where I had been weak I think I would have 
just overwhelmed him There’s a part of me, the 
fighter in me, said, "You should have done it ” 

But I didn't want the office, so why would I fight 
so hard to get something I no longer wanted 7 And 
it reminded me of something Gordon had told me as 
my mentor early on Number one plan how you are 
going to get out So I went out a winner I went 
out with a new marriage that I was very committed 
to and no regrets 
And then you became a lobbyist 

Then I tried to become a lobbyist That was the 
only career move I ever made where I failed 
Gordon and I had matching offices in the Senator 
Hotel I set out to try to find contracts What 
I then learned—I was as naive at that as when I 


started m the legislature—many legislators 
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create legislation m their last term that is 
going to need 
[End Tape 5, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 5, Side B] 

REINIER We were talking about what is really your second 

lobbying career because you had lobbied before you 
became a legislator 

DUFFY The difference was my first time lobbying I was an 

employee lobbyist That's very clear, you're on 
the payroll This time it was, go find some 
contracts, get someone to hire you 
REINIER Now you're a contract lobbyist 

DUFFY A contract lobbyist I went back to contacts in 

the legislature, I went back to Judiciary 
Committee and talked to some of the members of the 
committee and staff consultants because I had had 
bills of surrogate parenting and thought that 
maybe there was something there They said, 

"Well, if anyone asks " But not too often would 
anyone ask a legislator I was just, I guess for 
all the reasons that are coming out of all these 
tapes, I had not made the kinds of contacts that 
were going to lead to me being hired as a contract 
lobbyist The only person who had ever asked for 
my advice in lobbying was the Alzheimer's Disease 
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Foundation, they asked when I was in the 
legislature I gave them the name of a woman 
lobbyist, they hired her, and they weren't going 
to throw her out just because I was available So 
I basically came out with no contracts I helped 
Gordon with his, when he was interviewed for 
contracts, we both went because we could play good 
cop, bad cop, we could offer Republican, Democrat, 
we could offer access, etc And I am sure that I 
assisted somewhat, but still it was Gordon who got 
the contracts 

Then we realized that what I was getting was 
a lot of invitations to speak to groups Someone 
mentioned to me that I could turn that into a 
lucrative business So I looked m the telephone 
book m Sacramento and found that there was a Palo 
Alto organization called Keynote Speakers I 
called Keynote Speakers, and the woman who owned 
it named Barbara Foster said, "I need to hear you 
give a speech Where are you scheduled 9 " I was 
scheduled to give a speech at Cal State 
University, I had done one of their graduation 
speeches and this was to be another speech She 
came, she heard me speak, and she said, "Terrific, 
we'll put together a bio on the types of speeches 
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you can do " I had my old friend Leo McElroy put 
cute titles on these speeches, and I was off and 
running in their brochure 

And sure enough, from '87 until probably 1990 
or so I did a lot of speeches for Keynote 
Speakers I would speak on "How Does a Nurse 
Run," "Women in Politics," some on aging and long¬ 
term care, some on the politics of this or that 
There would be groups, like a teachers' group had 
me, where I had to research the issues I was 
hired just because I could be a funny speaker, and 
I would have to actually research what I was going 
to speak about It was very fulfilling because it 
saved my feeling of self-esteem 
I was going to ask you if you enjoyed it 
I loved it I was good at it, I enjoyed doing it 
Gordon would marvel at my ability to walk up in 
front of a group and speak for forty-five minutes 
to an hour with no notes He said he'd worry 
because he'd see me take a divergent path, and 
he'd wonder, "Where is she going with this' 7 *" But 
he said, "All of sudden you would tie it together 
and come back around to the main theme " I had 
fun doing that because it was a talk that I knew 
well, like "How Should a Nurse Get into Politics 7 " 
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I had fun changing it and trying to bring it back 
around to keep myself awake I fielded lots of 
questions and answers They had to critique the 
talk and send in the critique to Keynote Speakers, 
and sort of give you a report card Obviously, 
they took a per centage, so they wanted you to be 
a good speaker So it allowed me to travel, it 
allowed me to feel good about what I was doing 
In 1990 the invitations were a little bit less, 
and Barbara said to me, "Jean, you've got to write 
a book " Dan Walters was the one who was getting 
hired, I was becoming second to him because he was 
current 

He'd just written that book on California and the 
future 

Yes, and he was getting paid a lot more So a 
group couldn't afford Dan Walters and they usually 
got me because my fee was not as high Barbara 
said, "Really, Jean, you are now four years out of 
the legislature, you're not current " And I 
wasn't She said, "You need to do something 
flamboyant or dynamic or write a book, let's get 
some new topics " The offer is still there, and 
I've just not done it That got me through the 
period of time easing me out of the Sacramento 
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Then I had to make one more try at doing 
something different and so I approached Santa Rosa 
Junior College—we were over here at Sea Ranch— 
and I asked them if I could teach political 
science They said, "Why don't you teach 
nursing’" I said, "I've done that I don't need 
to teach nursing, I know I can teach nursing, 
except I'm not current in nursing I want to 
teach political science " It turned out that John 
Vasconcellos got a bill through the legislature 
some years prior that you couldn't teach more than 
X number of units out of your ma]or field So 
that was going to stop me from teaching more than 
three units, I think 

So I taught one semester at Santa Rosa Junior 
College, I taught Political Science I I had a 
wonderful time, I learned local politics because 
it was an election year I brought in everyone 
that was running against everyone else When the 
college came to evaluate me, they gave me great 
marks as someone who knew my subject matter I 
got a couple of lobbyists from Sacramento, they 
were friends I just had a great time with the 
course, and then they said, "Well, why don't you 
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do it next year 7 " And I decided no, the commute 
was an hour and forty minutes each way and I was 
teaching a night class 
And also it’s a very windy road 
Yes So I decided that I had done that, I had 
proved again that I could teach Then I was 
pretty much into 1991 and into a lot of different 
activities over here at Sea Ranch I bowed out of 
the real work world and do things now that are 
fun, where I’m not being paid 
When did you move to Sea Ranch 7 
We moved to Sea Ranch full-time July 1988 
And Gordon just retired recently, didn't he 7 
Right Gordon still actually has one client By 
1988 we realized that with a FAX machine and 
computers and a modem we were able to plug into 
Legitech and other facilities m Sacramento, and 
we could have bill results and bill analysis as 
fast over here or faster than you could by walking 
over to the Capitol and getting the printed 
matter Our clients had no problem with the fact 
that we lived here and worked out of our office 
here at home Then Gordon would go to Sacramento 
when he needed to I took over all the billing 
and the bookkeeping So that's how Duffy and 
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Duffy went for a few years, and then he just 
dropped clients one by one as the renewal time 
would come up and he didn't want to do it any 
more So now he just retains one client, and 
again, that's just to barely keep himself 
involved But basically we're both tired of it 

REINIER What's keeping you busy here at Sea Ranch^ You're 
working with your gym, I know 

DUFFY Yes, I have several things that keep me busy here 

I'm on the Board of Directors for the Redwood 
Coast Medical Services, which is our only source 
of health care on the north coast I will 
probably this Wednesday be elected president I 
have weighed the pros and cons of that and decided 
that I probably need to give it a year I've been 
on the board since '91 and I'm up for re-election 
this year But the president resigned and we have 
to have an interim president, so I will probably 
have that and then probably carry on as president 
for the next year We are having trouble getting 
our emergency care reimbursed, so I got together 
with [Assemblyman] Dan Hauser—he's our 
assemblyman—and he introduced a bill So I found 
myself back again dealing with legislation, 
dealing with legislative counsel, dealing with his 
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staff people, educating the people over here what 
needed to be done We actually pulled the bill, 
but we will be back with another one at the end of 
this session or next session Also I'm working 
with [State] Senator Mike Thompson on putting our 
same request m the budget, dealing with his 
staff I'm still teaching the local people here 
how to use the legislature, if something isn't 
right, you change the law So many people say, 
"Oh, you can't do that because the law says 
" And I just love to take them step by step 
through the process "Oh, you can change the law 
Who do you think changes the law except people 
like us 9 " So I'm on that board 

I also got real interested in personal 
fitness and nutrition I started working out with 
a personal trainer about a year and a couple of 
months ago Then Gordon got interested m it, so 
we took an extra bedroom and we bought gym 
equipment I started working out with Gordon, and 
then some friends liked what they saw, the changes 
in me, so I now have a whole group of people that 
I work out on Mondays and Thursdays So I'm busy 
full time from nine m the morning until almost 
five with people that are working out 
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Then, even before that, a group of women told 
me that they had a tap dance group, and that a 
great way of exercising was to become a tap 
dancer I had done Scottish country dancing but 
never tap dancing So I joined that group m 1990 
and once a week There are nine of us, our 

name is The Gingers, after Ginger Rogers I am 
the youngest in the group of women, the oldest is 
seventy-three We perform two or three times a 
year We have very outstanding risque sort of 
outfits, and we're really pretty good dancers 
The community knows us, and that's a lot of fun, a 
lot of laughs 

Then I'm in an investment club, I've been 
president of the investment club for two years I 
just stepped down as chair of that investment 
club, it's a women’s network 

Is that where everybody puts some money m to 
invest”? 

Right We belong to the National Association of 
Independent Investors We meet monthly and we 
each put in money We collectively study stocks 
and make a decision 
Have you done well”? 

No [Laughter] We are learning We study 
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everything and then make an emotional decision 
We've only had the club not even two and a half 
years We've not lost a great deal, but we 
haven't made anything So we've had to learn a 
lot more than all of us knew about investments 
I also have chaired the security committee 
here at the Sea Ranch There are about four or 
five policy committees at the Sea Ranch Neither 
Gordon nor I are willing to run for the board, 
which is a thankless political job We've said, 
"We've done all that, we don't need to do that " 
But we both got involved m the committee 
structure Gordon has chaired the planning 
committee, which is probably the most important 
committee, and I have chaired the security 
committee, which deals with our security force 
I've always been very interested in law 
enforcement, so that was a natural for me I 
still sit on the committee, I don't chair it So 
our days are very busy 
Very busy 

And then we travel a lot 
And you've just come back from Scotland 
Throughout my life I've been interested, my 
parents were both born m Scotland I took my 
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visit back and her last visit Then I started 
going regularly m '74, we had Lorna baptized at 
my clan Macpherson Every year there's a big 
meeting of all the Macphersons m Scotland Lorna 
was baptized m the Church of Scotland m 1976 I 
think this was about my twentieth trip back, I 
keep going for longer periods of time I rented a 
house by myself and spent two weeks alone and then 
Gordon joined me This year I went with two 
different women friends because Gordon didn't want 
to go We go back again m July to the University 
of Stirling where we are taking a course 

If I were going to make any great change, I 
would get more involved I've always been 

an advocate of an independent Scotland, free of 
England There is a political party, the Scottish 
National Party, I had belonged to it long ago I 
rejoined it, they just wrote to me about opening a 
political arm m the United States They finally 
decided to be like the Irish, a lot of the money 
for Ireland, of course, comes from the United 
States Scotland has never done that, the 
Scottish National Party is getting a little bit 
smarter So I have written to them and indicated 
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my willingness to be more involved in the Scottish 

National Party 

Oh, how interesting 

If I'm going to lead any other political causes, 
it would be free Scotland from England 

That's terrific 

Which they haven't been since 1707 So, 
we'll see what happens 

That's great While we're talking about 
independence, I think a thread that really follows 
through your political career is that you have 
been a very independent person Do you want to 
comment on that at all 9 Do you see yourself as an 
independent personality 9 

Yes I guess if I look back, I've always been one 
that if I saw something that I didn't think worked 
really well, I tended to try to just get m and 
change it The first one, and the one that those 
who have known me for a long time always refer to, 
was that m my high school, Oakland high school, 
they had sororities It was considered very 
prestigious if you were asked to join a sorority 
I was asked to join the most prestigious sorority 
They had several requirements You had to own at 
least one cashmere sweater, and that's exactly 
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what I had, one cashmere sweater Most girls had 
a lot You had to wear and own one Lanz dress, 
that was the big name brand And you had to smoke 
and carry cigarettes for the senior members You 
were pledged to the sorority, and for the first 
six months you were expected to carry cigarettes 
for the rest of the members And at the Wednesday 
night meetings you were supposed to smoke 
Um-hm 

I do not know why, but I just thought the idea 
that I should buy cigarettes and that I should 
smoke was just appalling When they told me to 
smoke, I said, "Absolutely not " I'm very 
thankful to them because I've never therefore 
smoked 

So your rebellion was not smoking [Laughter] 

My rebellion was not smoking Here they were, my 
peers, telling me I had to smoke I just thought 
that that was really stupid Then they had some 
other little gimmicks, I was supposed to take an 
egg to school, and they gave me a list of boys I 
supposed to get to sign my egg I had to bring 
this raw egg to the Wednesday night meeting 
Well, little did I know, of course, they had 
programmed the last name on the list to break the 
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egg 

Ohhh 

Another time you had to bring your life story on 
toilet paper And I thought, "These are the most 
asinine things I'm going to quit, and I'm going 
to form my own sorority where we are going to do 
good things We're not going to have this stupid 
pledging " The sororities were all connected to 
some organization, and one of those was connected 
to Children's Hospital or something So these 
girls did do something worthwhile maybe one week¬ 
end a month, but these Wednesday meetings and 
everything that went on at school during the 
recess and lunch hour, and dress just so, just 
really griped me So I quit 

I remember telling my mother, "I'm going to 
start my own sorority " My mother was appalled 
She said, "They're going to hate you " So I 
decided that I would take what I considered the 
second-layer girls, the girls that were not being 
asked, I was going to take those second-tier girls 
and really have this great sorority So I 
contacted the Easter seal society and asked them 
to sponsor us And they said yes I got ten 
girls together, who were thrilled, and I proposed 
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we form a sorority, no smoking, no pledging, and 
because I knew I wanted to be a nurse, we will put 
in hours to the Easter seal society, and we will 
do positive things I can't remember what they 
were, but there was not going to be any stupidity 
There was no wearing of a certain dress So we 
did, and we named our sorority Larkspur We 
thought we were really hot stuff, we got sterling 
silver pendants with a great big script L that we 
wore In those days the sororities and the 
fraternities had dances, and they always invited 
one another Well, we didn't get invited, so we 
put on our own dance We did get some of them to 
come Slowly, slowly, it became viable 

A couple of years after I left high school, 
they had me back and gave me some sort of a 
plaque They told me that maybe two, three years 
after I left high school our format was the way of 
sororities There was no longer the negative 
pledging, but pledging was a trial period to see 
if you could work hard enough for the 
organization, not all this other ridiculous stuff 
And they were the most popular sorority, and they 
got invited to all the events The time I was 
there it was a struggle 
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But did you learn it was OK to be independent 9 
I guess so because nothing bad happened to me My 
own friends were still m these other sororities 
I could still deal with them But I did learn—I 
went back to my thirty-fifth high school reunion— 
and what I realized when I was there in the 
reunion was that the few women that I was close to 
were running around the room to greet all these 
old friends What I realized was that I did not 
have a lot of friends Once again, if I look on 
it now in the full context of my life, I had 
colleagues, I had a couple of very good friends, 
but I didn't remember all these people that 
everybody else remembered I always had a 
boyfriend, and so that's who I saw at this 
reunion, boyfriends who helped me always with 
whatever cause I had, but I did not have masses of 
girlfriends So I think that being independent 
and somewhat of a loner are probably trademarks 
that started way back then and carry through to 
even now 

I wanted to know one thing, do you think as a 
lobbyist you would have been more successful if 
you hadn’t switch parties 9 
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No 
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That didn't have anything to do with it 9 
I don't think so because organizations by and 
large don't care Just as when I was a lobbyist 
and I said I was going to run and Gordon didn't 
know what party I was, you don't know what party a 
lobbyist is really unless they make a big deal out 
of it What an organization wants is someone who 
is effective, who has access I certainly had 
access to every legislator the week after I left 
the legislature Once you're part of the club, 
you're always part of the club It was the fact 
that I honestly didn't know where to go look 
because the types of issues that I dealt with— 
drunk driving, well, who was going to hire me’ 

The drunks to overturn the drunk driving bill*’ 

The liquor companies 9 No 

Although they did hire Candy Lightner 

I've had nothing but people ask me, "How could she 

have done that 9 " The answer is economics 

She needed a 30b 

She doesn't have a 30b I'd never had the 3Uice 
committees, and so it comes back to that I had 
never had those kinds of contacts When I went to 
look, I never knew what to ask for I went to the 
Speaker and I told him that I really wanted a 
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lobbying contract, and he said, "Who 9 " I said, 
"Well, you tell me " He said, "No, you tell me 
Who is it you want 9 " And I didn't know I didn't 
know anyone who was looking, and that's the 
problem I couldn't name, well, "I want the 
California Trial Lawyers Association " They had a 
group of lobbyists Because you were never 
considered legit if you stole clients from someone 
else So, I didn't know who to say 
So you really need to come out of the legislature 
with your clients pretty much m hand 9 
Oh, yes 

And that's what people do 

And that's what they do They take their last 
couple of years and they line up You 

introduce bills, I could have done the same thing 
I could have negotiated a few areas where I was 
going to be needed One area, for example that 
was fascinating to me and I never, ever looked at, 
lots of money, is the whole area of life care 
contracts They were banned m California m the 
late seventies because of mismanagement, and they 
were brought back in I could have, if I had been 
thinking along these lines, set myself up m a 
way The concern was, with a life care contract, 
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you pay an entry fee to an organization somewhere 
m the neighborhood nowadays of about a half of a 
million dollars to buy into a place that is going 
to start you off in a luxurious apartment, then 
when they think you need additional care, they 
move you into assisted living, then they move you 
to long-term care m a nursing home if you need 
it Besides the $500,000 you pay in, most of them 
run anywhere between $1800 and $2200 a month 
They take care of you That's fraught with 
problems and legal twists and turns and whatnot 
I could have positioned myself to have been 
definitely needed because I was seeing the 
beginnings of those things coming to my committee 
I also had gotten a little bit involved in reverse 
annuity mortgages, which is another area that was 
brand new I could have set myself up m such a 
way where without me in a pivotal role the 
legislation wouldn't have moved But I didn't do 
any of those things 

Is there a reason why you didn't do it 7 
I didn't think of it 

It's not that you would object to having done it 
It's that you didn't do it 

I don't know I don't know whether I would have 
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thought it was quite legit I didn't know that 
anybody else did it before they got out until I 
got out and then realized by looking back that 
certain people did Gordon didn't even tell me to 
do that He wasn't advising that 
Even though long ago he told you to plan how you 
were going to get out 

And I did, I planned my getting out The careers 
always just kind of bumped into one another 
Before I just rounded a corner and oh, here's 
another career Turn a corner and oh And 

so I expected to turn that corner and I guess I 
thought that people were going to come knocking on 
my door And they didn't The only knocking was 
to be a keynote speaker And that worked, it 
turned out But I would not want to lobby, not 
now, not being gone for so long Nothing has 
really changed, when I go to Sacramento, nothing 
has changed Legislators' names have changed, but 
it's still the same old place, and I've gone 
beyond that It's just like going back to a bad 
marriage, I don't need to go back to that 
One thing that I just wanted to pick up on before 
we end this, and that is that you said once you're 
m the club, you're always m the club What's 
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DUFFY Legislators There is a special 

[End Tape 5, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 6, Side A] 

REINIER Jean, on the last tape you were talking a little 
bit about the club 

DUFFY Right If we were to enter a room right now and 

there were some old politicians there, new 
politicians, whatever, and a lot of other 
influential folks or community people, there is an 
instant acknowledgement and rapport among the 
people who have been in the legislature, whether 
you served with that person or not Because you 
have been there together, you belong to the club 
There*s a certain respect, for example, if I call 
the legislature now and I ask to have a return 
phone call, it's a courtesy When those would 
come to me, they would say, "Former Assemblyman 
from 1925 has called," and you got on the 
phone and called that person back So, in spite 
of all the dirty, rotten parts of politics, there 
is a real understanding and comradery and respect 
for the fact that somebody else gave of their 
life, too You're just part of that group 
REINIER That's also another reason why ex-legislators are 
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such effective lobbyists 

Oh, exactly But there are a lot of ex¬ 
legislators now, you've got a big pool to draw 
from I think probably it's a little bit tougher 
to say, "Just because I'm an ex-legislator, 
therefore, I'm going to be a great lobbyist " 

That doesn't necessarily follow 

A thread that we've been following through this 
whole conversation is the fact that you became a 
legislator as the mother of five children As you 
look back on it, is there any way that this has 
affected those children that you would like to 
point out 7 

I'm sure that they were all affected and m 
different ways They all vote What is so 
interesting, I guess, is that my kids range the 
entire political spectrum I have a very, very 
liberal son, who is in the doctoral program at the 
University of Oregon 
That's Stuart 

That's Stuart, he is far left of me in his 
thinking And I have the ultimate right-winger in 
my son Glenn, who is a police officer The others 
fall somewhere in the middle My second son, Bob, 
works for the California Medical Association as a 
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researcher right now, is currently being 
interviewed for a couple of consultant positions 
m the Capitol, very much wants to work m the 
Capitol even though he knows somewhat what I went 
through He was a teen-ager, he loved to come to 
all my political events, and he was the one of all 
the kids who liked to be there when TV shows were 
being taped and I was being interviewed So I 
think that's interesting He's held different 
jobs since he graduated from college with a 
history degree, and he really wants to be part of 
the Sacramento scene It's also interesting that 
his last name is McElderry, and no one knows who 
he is related to, and he does not advertise that 
But not too long ago he went to a fund raiser for 
an assemblyman and he recognized the name Paul 
Press on this man's badge, and he knew that I had 
talked about Paul Press as a consultant with the 
Health Committee back m the days when I was that 
scared freshman chairing that committee So he 
went up to Paul Press and introduced himself and 
said who he was related to Paul said, "Your 
mother did everything wrong that anyone could ever 
do She did everything upside down and inside 
out, and always ended up on top " 


So that was 
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kind of nice 
That's nice 

I think that there again was that theme of how I 
wanted to do things, sometimes not even knowing 
why or how I was going to do it, just doing it 
Probably the only child that I think suffered was 
Lorna, and that was because she was that young, 
grammar school age when I was being pulled, "Do 
you go to her performance or do you go give a 
speech^ Do you do this or do you do that' 7 " Then 
when her father and I first split, then together, 
and then split again, Lorna had the worst times m 
terms of stability, but she also had all her 
siblings She is, of all my kids, probably the 
most like me She is making her own very 
independent way on her own right now at age 
eighteen I think kids learn a lot, and mine were 
always involved in my campaigns, they were always 
there, if not going to the fund raisers, going to 
the picnic, pancake fund raisers, walking 
precincts with me And they saw some of the 
perks They saw some of the things that we were 
able to do, places we were able to go because I 
was in the legislature They also see that for 
what it's worth None of them, at least now, talk 
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about wanting to run for office or be elected 
But I think they understand that they have some 
power at the voting booth They all exercise it 
We have some great arguments, political arguments, 
here because they are just all over the map 
What about Janet 7 

Janet is a security agent at Macy's in Vacaville 
Janet is a mainstream, pragmatic Democrat 
She's not interested in politics at all 
No, not at all She's interested in law 
enforcement A lot of my legislation that didn't 
pass was law enforcement, so therefore, it doesn't 
show how close I was to the California Highway 
Patrol and probably even closer to the Sacramento 
County Sheriff's office Janet decided that she 
wanted to go into the CHP [California Highway 
Patrol] She went through criminal justice, 
graduated from Sac State, and applied for the CHP 
at the point m time that the budget crunch really 
hit and there were not going to be any more 
academies She pursued, she kept working at 
different jobs, she married, she moved to Las 
Vegas because her husband was career military, and 
was stationed at an air force base there, and got 
a call while in Las Vegas that her number had 
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finally come up, they were going to have an 
academy She got into the academy and dropped out 
after about ten days It was a real sad story 
because somewhere along the line the men m my 
life and m her life, and even what she had 
learned about the CHP academy, no one had prepared 
her for the real hell week that they were going to 
put the women through They had the women arrive 
two weeks ahead of the men Since then we’ve 
heard from all the men m our family and other 
families that, of course, it's just like boot 
camp, and all you have to do is get through it 
You must never, ever worry that they're beating 
you up, that they’re calling you names, that you 
are downtrodden, that you are in trouble, that 
you’re being penalized, that your freedom is being 
taken away Just hang in there Once you hang m 
there, they lighten up 

Janet is a very athletic, strong, strong- 
willed girl, and somehow they found out 
The CHP commissioner walked in when these recruits 
were having lunch and walked over and said hello 
to her I'm sure he never realized that was the 
worst thing he could do And so her drill 
instructor just made life miserable for her And 
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she dropped out She regrets it now very, very 
much, but if only someone had said, "Janet, all 
you have to do is get from week one to week three 
and you*re OK " All she envisioned was that it 
was going to be this way for the next sixteen 
weeks or twenty-five weeks, or whatever their 
academy is 

She just didn’t want it 

She didn’t want it Her dream had been fostered 
by all the contacts I had with the CHP She was 
very interested in all my criminal justice 
legislation She now is putting all those skills, 
however, to work in what is probably a better way 
for her to go What she does is fraud 
investigation, it's not just shop-lifting but all 
the illegal credit cards and all the employee 
theft that goes on She's the lead person for 
that Vacaville store So I see a career, I see a 
little bit of me m her I don't see her with the 
same legislative ambition, but she is very good at 
what she does 

I was wondering, what kind of advice would you 
give other women who are interested in a 
legislative career 9 

Basically to set your sights on it and go for it, 


DUFFY 
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and not let anyone say, "Here's the road map, and 
here's the ten steps you must take " Fortunately, 
no one told me that, no one thought I was going m 
that direction If people said, "You have to do 
this or you have to do that, you have to 
volunteer, you have to stuff envelopes " 

No, you don’t Maybe it made it tougher, but I 
did it I guess the one thing that you do have to 
have is a base Once I figured out what my base 
was, you have to have some way to translate you 
into a message that other people can hear And 
that takes money A base can be many things, it 
can be groups that maybe no one ’ s ever thought of, 
but you do have to have a way to get started other 
than just putting up a sign Because if you don't 
get your message across I think the 

American people have become so sophisticated and 
so busy with their own lives that unless a 
politician can get that message out in a 
sophisticated quick way, you don’t get it out 
You used to be able, I understand, to have a 
picnic m the park type of thing and advertise, 
"Come and meet the candidate," or an ice cream 
social from three to five [o'clock] If you did 
that now you might get a handful of people there 
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You have to be able to get that message out to a 
broad group of people, and that takes money If 
you're not independently wealthy, where will the 
money come from” 5 
And for you that was the nurses 

For me it was the nurses There wasn't nearly the 
amount of money, but I really did have a statewide 
organization I didn't know—when the campaign 
people were trying to ask me who I knew in 
Sacramento, I couldn't come up with any names— 
that I did have a base I didn't know that that's 
what it was called But certainly you have to be 
able to take something that's already there that's 
relatively able to get your name out so that you 
can just keep growing and growing and growing No 
way would I now, for example, be able to start a 
grass-roots campaign, say, where I'm living now 
I would have to identify some kind of a base, and 
I don't think that I have that base There's a 
young woman who's running against Assemblyman Dan 
Hauser m the primary here She's a local realtor 
and she's been active in local things I've 
watched a couple of articles come out m our 
little weekly paper, and it's nice what she has to 
say and what she wants to do She says, "Dan 
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Hauser's out of touch after twelve years m 
Sacramento," but if she can't afford to buy air 
time or television time or put fliers in people's 
boxes, they are not going to take their time to go 
seek her out, and she won't win 
Any thing else you'd like to add 7 
I don't think so 

Thank you, this has just been wonderful 

Thank you, it's been interesting to go through a 

whole career 

I've enjoyed it a lot, I've learned a lot 
Good, good It's fun 
Thanks a lot 
6, Side A] 
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